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OF THE SOCIETY OF BELIEVERS, AT UNION VILLAGE 


| | IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 1805 


CONTAINING 


A TOLERABLE EXPLICIT ACCOUNT OF MOST OF THE SCENES 


OF THE SAID SOCIETY 


ONWARD, 


COMPILED BOTH FROM MEMORY 


THE SEVERAL JOURNALS KEPT IN 


SOCLETY 


FROM THE BEGINNING; : | 


HAMPTON, 
ae WHO WAS A MEMBER OF SAID SOCIETY 
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UNION VILLAGE. 
Original Composition and establishment of the Society of Belize, 
at Union Village Warren County Ohic. ag | 


Our Church and Society, was originally composed, First, a _con- 
SIDERABLE mumber of Missionaries,—sent to the Western Ceuntry by 
Bastern Believers;— the first three of whom set out oh their journey 
to our Western world on the first dey of Jamary 1805,and arrived ae 
their place of destination (new called Union Village,) cn Friday tae. a 
22a of March following.Second;-of a very large muiber of persons 
immediately converted by these Missionaries, who had but just auemgea = 
from that remarkable Spiritual work known by the name of "The kentucky - 
Revival".—-For an account of this wonderful work, we refer the Fe@ager a 
to a littie work entitled "THE KENTUCKY REVIVAL" -written by Richard ay 
Me Nemar one of the principal agents in the conduct ef said Revivals. 
And many others of all ages and both sexes,belonging to different denon_ ms 
inations,and to no denominations,(of a — character, ) ‘ | 
end became members from time to time;- and these accessions nave, rang 
the entire experience of the Seciety even to the present day. The —— 8 —h 
timony and prophecy of our dear Mother ANN LEE, was that the next @pen— s 
ing of her Evangel would be in the Seuth-West. And ‘this prediction vas 
amply fulfilled in this year of 1805. This gift and spirit of prepaeey a 
Which our Spiritual MOTHER and FOUNDER Possessed to a remarkable Gegre@ 
was one of the most convincing things pertaining to her Evangel. =ie a 
was said by her first converts and followers, that not one of the pre- 
- @ictions uttered by her during her Ministry on the Earth, ever faiigg 
ef fulfiliment. Now it was quite evident to those who who had had am 
experimental test of the Evangel of Mother;-that it would be utterly 
vain with persons of no convictions of the necessity of forsaking he 
world,to undertake the work of Salvation taught by Christ and Mo _ ee 
For it was a consuming fire to the whole spirit of the world;—and wan Fs 
to save men FROM sin and not IN sin.And these sincere Kentucky Revival— mn 
ists had been waked up to such a degree of entmmsiasm and zeal Shey 
were ready to receive the truth tho' it “pierced between the jointiiama — 
the marrow. Because’, they had hoped but failed to realize,that the Revi— ae 
‘val would place them on grounds of complete victory over sin;-—but 2a 
had failed to meet their expectations and had died away,leaving them an 3 
almost utter despair. They were therefore ready to be reaped from Ge 
- Barth and to be gathered into the great Granary of Discipline —visi=ame 
the Cmurch of Christ's second Appearing on the Earth;-—where they , 
find that travel of soul, that would enable them to live without & 
and that protection which would anda protect he 4 
fromthe destructive influences of that wots John declared to = 
" The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eve, and the pride of 11f6." 
The names of the first three Missionaries, (who came some: a 
siderable time before the main body, ) were JOhn Meacham, Benjamin 
YOungs,and Issachar Bates. After a time many more came --—sone ning 
many years ——some returning #.in a few months. All were eagerly welGam 
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2. UNION VILLAGE. 


On the ensuing Sebbath after the arrival of the Missionaried, Ben- 
jamin §.Youngs and Issachar Bates attended the Public meeting of the 
Revivalists (or Newlights, as they were called toward the close of the 
Revival,) and at the close of the preaching, with permission from the 
Leader of the meeting read the following letter, bearing date December 
30th 1804.—"The chuxteh of Christ unto a people in Kentucky and the ad- 
jacent States,—sendeth greeting.—We have heard of a work of God among 
you;-— WHO worketh in divers operationg of His power,-for which we feel 
thankful,-—as we have an ardent desire that God would carry on His work 
according to His own purpose.—wWe know that God's work as it respects 
the salvation and redemption of souls,is a strange work which He hath | 
promised to bring to pass in the latter days.We also know that the seryw— 
ants of God have been under sackcloth and darkness since the falling 
away of the Apostolic Order which from the time of Christ's ministry 
contimed about four hundred years; -since that time, Anti-—Chris? has 
had Power to reign in Christ's stead, and hath“set up the abomination 
that maketh desolate/spoken of by Daniel the Prophet and which accord-— 
ing to the Scriptures Christ was to consume with the spirit of His 
mouth, and destroy with the vrightness of His coming. —But not to @A@ 
tarry on those things we will come to matters in the present day. The 
time being nearly finished, according to the Scriptures, that Anti-—~ 
Christ should reign,and the time fully come for Christ to make His sec- 
ond appearance, God,out of His everlasting goodness and meray to His 
creatures,in the fulness of His Promises, raised up to himself Witness- 
es and gave unto them the same gifts of the Holy Spirit that were given 
to the Aposties in the day of Christ's first appearing. The light and 
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit were so convincing, especially in 
the First Pillar, attended with the word of prophecy in so marvelous a 
manner, that every heart was searched and every rein of those that 
heard was tried.The loss of man and the way and work of Salvation by 
Christ in the present witnesses appearing so unspeakably great, that al. 
though weghad been a people that were greatly wrought upon by the spirit 
of God,and were looking for the coming of Christ, yet the light manifes— 
ted in the Witnesses,showed us that we were unspeakably short of salva- 
tion, and had never travelled one step in the REGENERATION towards the 
_ NEW BIRTH. For it showed us that it Was impossible for those who lived 
in the works of natural generation,—copulating in the works of the 
flesh,to travel in the great work of Regeneration and the NEW BIRTH.And 
as these Witnesses had received the revelation inthis last display of 
Gas grace Of God to a lost world they taught and $pened unto us the way 
of God which is a way out of all sin in the manner following. FIRST,-To 
believe in the manifestation of Christ in this last display of the 
grace of God to a lost world. SECONDLY.--To confess all our sins;—and 
THIRDLY -—-To take up our cross against the flesh, the world, and all | 
evils-which (counsel) we, by receiving and obeying, from the heart, have 
received the gift of God which has separated.us from the course of thes 
world and all sin in our knowledge,for twenty years past and upward. 
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troy the work of God. even in them that God had enlightened and called 


3. UNION VILLAGE. 


are many among the wise and prudent, of ghis Generation who are look- 
ing for the coming of Christ in in this latter day, who entirely over— 
look the work of God as the ancia:t Jews did, in the day of Christ's 
firet appearing; for Christ has come and it is hid from their eyes and 
we marvel not at it, for Christ said "I thank Thee 0 Father,ltord of | 
Heaven and Earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prmu- 


dent, and revealed them unto babes? But as the work of God which has 
wrought mightily in us to purify us from the nature of sin, has been 
Progressive from step to step, as we were able to bear,from one degree 
to another, we cannot write particularly in this letter,we hove and 
trust you will be so far informed as will be necessary for your salva- 
tion. We feel union with the work of God that is among you as we have 
heard, and have a desire to commmicate womething to you that will be 
for your good. The light of God in the Gospel has taught us the straight 
and narrow way that leadeth to life and not only so, but has given us 
to see the devices of Satan that from ages past down to this day when # 
God hath given His holy SpiBit to enlighten and convict the children of 
men, of sin, Satan would also work to heal their wounds slightly and to 
lead them into by and forbidden paths if possible to dishonor and des-— 


to be his witnesses. We have had a great desire that some of you might 
have visited us before now,as we have been waiting for some time to 
know the mind of God in relation to you. We now, out of duty to God and 
our fellow creatures,have sent three of our Brethren unto you-viz,-— 
JOHN MEACHAM, BENJAMIN S.YOUNGS,and ISSACHAR BATES who we trust, will 
be able to declare things more partivularly, and to open unto you the 
way of life which is a way out of all sin.—a way that the vulture's 
eye never saw and the fierce lion never passed, Receive them therefore, 
@s messengers of Christ and friends to yours salvation. 


Written in the Cmrch at New Lebanon —in the Township of Canaan 
County of Columbia,-— and State of Newyork ,——Desember goth. 1804, 
Signed in behalf of the..Cmmrch. 
DAVID MEACHAM, 
AMOS HAMMOND. 
EBENEZER COOLY. 
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UNION VILLAGE. 


Quite a number of the prominent Clergymen,who were heads of this 
wonderful Revival movement, made strict inquisition into the faith and | 
dostrines of the Missionaries from the East;-and five days after their | 
arrival, Mancolm Worley (one of the most prominent and influential of 
these Clergymen) united with them by confessing his sins and acknowl-— 
edging his faith in their doctrines, as being in agreement with those 

of the Savior Jesus Christ. — Anna. Middleton was the next convert and 
altho’ a Slave, and a coloped woman, she was received as cordially as 
if she had been white and free. She however with her master ,moved into 
Ohio a short time previous to the advent of the Missionaries, and of 
course, was free the moment she touched Ohio soil. The Missionaries fur 
thermore, forbade slavery in evry shape and form, ——— On the 24th of 
April fpllowing, Richard MC'Nemar (another prominent Clergyman ) con- 
fessed his sins and united with the faith of the Missionaries.His wife, 
(Jennie, ) set out at the same time and of course their several children 
were brought into Church relation. On the 22d of the following May, the 
the first meeting for worship was held by the Believers at the farm of 
David Hill,about a mile South-West of where Union Village now stands. 
And during the year 1805 and shortly thereafter, about 60 families unite 
ed with the faith delivered by the Missionaries, together with many un- 
married persons of both sexes and all ages ,who, in the yet unorganized 
state of the Church,were received into the families of those who were 
Married, and kindly cared for during several years of this unorganized 
condition.So that in this FIRST GATHERING of the Society (before its 
organization into Pentecostal Cmirch ome which did not take place un- 
til 1812, ) there were,all told, about 370 souls belonging to the Church — 
set up and established by these Missionaries. On the 29th of July of 
this year, Elder David Darrow -— Daniel Mosely- and Solomon King arrived 
at the home of Brother Malcolm Worley. Elder David was ordained and 4 
gent by the leading authority of the Parent Cmirch (New Lebanon Columbi — 
County Newyork, ) to take the first charge of the newly forming Churches 
in the West,— and those with him came as assistants. ——Tmis-— during 
this ever memorable year of 1805,the foundation of the Cmrch of Christ 
at Union Village was laia” established anid great opposition and more or 
less persecution on the part of outside h@pposers, who could not but 
feel more or less of the fire, which, according to the letter sent out = 
by the Mother Church was to consume the abomination that maketh deso— 
late by the brightness of the Lord's coming.———And these families, al- 
though still living in the same isolated condifion in which the Gospel 
found then,(with the exception that some young unmarried men and women 
lived in each) were bound together by ties far stronger than they had 
ever felt before;— and worked in union and assisted each other wherever 
poor and destitute of temporal goods, (the Country being comparatively 
new) yet this did not seem to diminish their love,zeal and good will 
toward each other, but if any thing rather increased the same. 
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UNION VILLAGE, | 1806, 


On the 3lst of May 1806 Eldress Ruth Farrington,—accompanied by 
Peter Pease -Samiel TurnerConstant Mosely-—Jom Wright—hicy Smith—iar- 
tha Sanford-—Prudence Farrington-—Molly Goodrich and Ruth Darrow Elder 
David's daughter,) arrived at BrotherMalcolm's residence. All these re- 
mained as helpers in the West except Jom Wright who returned to Kew 


Lebanon in the August following. Eldress Ruth Farrington was appointed, 


before leaving New Lebanon as the First in care on the Sisters’ side & 
to stamd in the lot with Elder Darrow.—- On the th of the following 
June, Elder David Darrow and all the Brethren and sisters who had come 


Brother Malcolm Worleyand which up tp thet time had made his house thei 
Place of sojourn;-on to their own premises, which they had purchased of 
one Timothy Sewel.This was called the Elder's Family having then only 


some small cabins to dwell in.-——On the (th of August of th same year, 


a log cabin was erected for the use of Bro. Daniel Mosely, who was a 
Blacksmith by trade. -——- On the 19th of the same month Elder John Meach 
am and Bro. John Wright set out for New Lebanon — the latter to remain. 
Elder John returned on the 27th of the following November.—— About the 
lst of September of this year, a new Frame House was raised.And on the 
27th of the ensuing October the Elders from the East moved anto this 
new building,which was on their premises at the forementioned South 
House. -——-On the 6th of the following December, Peter Pease, ISSachar 
Bates and others, survey,-pay for, and take a deed for a farm owned by 
one Abraham Lerew’ The deeds for the lands, and all real estate which 
was owned by these good Missionaries, was after some years turned over 
to the Trustees and SocieBy at Union Viklage,altho' paid for out of 
yheir own woney. These Divine messengers, were in deed and in truth > 
practical Christians whose whole,and only interest was the spread of 
the Gospel tidings they had brought us, and the successful travel of 
their followers in this Western Country. They freely spent their spe 


strength and ability and sacrificed their ease and comfort, in estab— 


lishing us on the true ground of the Pentecostal Church, and/puild up, 
strengthen and comfort us in every way. Indeed they were truly baptized 
into the Love of God and the neighbor;and seemed "to walk and not faint 
to run and not grow weary "in their endeavors to secure our prosperity 
and blessing in every way.THey all labored with their hands and shared 
in all the drudgery and hard labor necessary to a beginning in such 4 


New Country nearly all in woods and having ta be cleared up and houses 


and barns to be built &c. &c. And they were likewise instant in season 
and out of season in teaching and instructing, exhort? ng and comfort— 
ing the inexperienced and sorrowing upholding the salvation and protec- 
tion from sin of all,little and great as the highest interest that could 
engage the spirit of mortals and paramount to every other consideration 


under Heaven.Their high attainments in PRACTICAL goodness virtue and 


charity, went farther in convincing us than any or all mere theories 
could have done. 
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8. UNION VELLAGE. 1807, 


On the 6th day of March of this vear, a Public Road was opened, 
by order of the County Commissioners, running through the premises of 
what was afterward calied Union Village. It was intended to min due 
North & South, but by insufficient attehtion of the Original Surveyors, — 
to the variation of the magnetic Pole, it was afterwards found to de- 
Cline to the East about 45 to 50 feet to the mile. 

There having been for sometine #@¢$previous, a report in aineite- 
tion Of, a Religious Revival among the Indians of the Shawnee Tribe livi 
abéut Greenville in Dark County;-— on the 17th of Maren Elder David Dar 
row, Benjamin S. Youngs, and Richard MCNemar, set out for their neihg-— 
borhood to ascertain to what exten® the report was true, and if any of 
them could be benefitted by our testimony. They found as reported, and 
that one of the requirements of those under the inspiration of said re— 
vival was to confess all their sins to their Leaders and afterwards to 
live upright and holy lives. But to our shame as a re be it said, 
the wicked treatment they received from the Whites, did nov aliow then 
to remain long in the enjoyment of their New light, and after a few 
months, they fell back into their former state. Afew of them attended 
our worship and seeled to be rgelly sincere in their convictions. They 
came to see us and remained a few dava;—aTtended our wor-_ 
ship and were very solemn and orderly and showed a real and sincere 
earnestness and religious interest in the salvation of their souls. 
Late in the following August, Elder Issachar and Richard McNemar visit- 
ed they again ;-but none were gathered. At their first visit, the belie. 
vers,finding them in indigent and suffering circumstances, left $10 
with them, and after coming home they remembered their suffering condi- 
tion, and loaded up ro horses, with provisions and necezsaries of life 
and sent to them. But War,-— that standing curse of all religion,soon af 
ter broke out between the Whites and Indians, and of course all their 
former zeal and religious earnestness, was soon dissipated. 

Onthe 15th of August Elder Constant Mosely returned from Wheeling 
whither he had gone to meet the following persons from the Kast Viz.- 
Nathan Xendal, Archibald Meacham, Anna Cole, iucy Bacon and Rachel John— 
 gso0n.These came to assist as helpers in the West in support of the Gos- 
pel except Brother Nathan KENDAL who returned home on the 14th of the 
foliowing Septenber.— On the 10th of October the Elder's hew 
Frame building being now finished,they moved into the upper rooms ;- 
having previously ocmipied these of the lower story. This was the first 
house of importance, built by Believers in this place, It was used as.a 
Family dwelling untill822,when it was removed several rods to the East 
to give place to a larger Brick building, while the Frame building was 
— used for Shops after undergoing thorough repairs. 

A saw-mill dam was tkis—emar in course of construction during this 
year and several of the Eastern Brethren were engaged in framing the tt 
timbers and making secure the midsilis &c,&c.— On the roth of 


O 8 », the barn belonging to the Elder's,Family took 
consumed nearly every thing in it. 
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7. UNION VILLAGE. 1807. 


On tne" 4th of December Joseph Allen arrived at Union Village being 
a brother from the Church in Tyringham Mass. and a good mechanic, 

During this year quite an amount of missionary work was done from 
time to time as the way opened, and several were gathered into the Zl-—. 
ders’ Family,-among which may be named Susnnah Liddil, Lewis Valentine, 
John Bedle and some others. Also several journeys were made among the # 
neighborhoods where those who had embraced the faith,had formerly lived 
and labors made with both the converted and the unconverted. There was # 


much Zeal and imtrest among the young as well as the old Believers, in 


constaht and laudable efforts to convert all they could to the hew and 


true doctrines and faith promilged by the good messengers; being con — 


vinced that they had the saving truth taught and lived by the Savior gf 
and His Pentecostal Church 1800 years ago, and were willing and anxdous 
to extend the same to all who felt the need of something better than £# 
they had reached far in their experience. This they found the messen— 
gers able and willing to commimicate by example as well as precept and 
to carry out the practical LIFE of Christas well as to preach His Dec- 
trine and precepts. They put their hands tc wark and their hearts to 


God -and deemed no sacrifice of their ease and comfort too great;—-to ~~ 


to secure for others the blessings of the Gespel that they themselves 
possessed. The sacred and invaluable Inspirations from On High, cannot 
be experienced but by a solemn sacrifice of all that is below them,and 
that stands in their way. They cannot penetrate the soul, while it is e 
encased in a covering of Self indulgence, self- pleasing & self love; 
and prefers ease and pleasure and ignores the good of others. It is a # 
solemn and awful thing to really iook inte the terms Jesus laid down in 
ora@er to be his Disciple! To surrender ALL that a man hath,—vea -and # 
his own LIFE also and spend all his energies in doing good for others. 
This is unquenchable fire while the elements for its fuel mmain. It can 
not be conceived by one who has not experienced it. When #466 one has 
once for all been emptied from vessel ‘Seed vessel, tili ail he has here— 
tofore counted precious and valuable,’ and is naked ,mingry and celd; and 
has not yet felt himself filling up gradually with higher and more Heav 
enly treasures;——"then comes Despair if ever".These Messengers had pass~ 
ed thro’ all that. But they had also waited —waited — waited in deep 
umutterable sorrow, until the Sun of Consolation had arisen with heal- 
ing in his beams, and received the consclations promised by the same 
Savior, who had exacted of then such deep and sorrowful sacrifices, and 


were now ready to impart to those who were ready to assume the bitter 


for the # sweet which was to follow. They spared no pains in soothing 
those in the he firey deeps of tribulation and self-—abnegation and kindly 
and gently lead them to the final Fountain of all Censolation. They $e 
taught us that —"The path of sorrows & that path alone, 

"Zeads tothat land where sorrows are unknown." 
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8. UNION VILLAGE. 


On the 22d of Jamary of this year, Brother Malcolm's leg kitchen = 
took fare and was consumed. In those days buildings were mostly made of” 
logs as the Country was so new and unsettled, that materials furnished 
to hand for puilding better and more elegant structures WERE very scarc 
and difficult to procure. On the 23d of the same month, many young peo—- 
ple from Straight Creek in Brown County Ohio, visited the Caurch at Un- 
ion Village, and were instructed and encouraged in the precepts of the ~— 
Gospel. The missionaries had been up there and quite a muiber had been 
gathered to the faith. On the 10th of February Brother Ames Valen— 
tine raised a log cabin on the site which was to be the Cehter family 
of the Church at Union Village. This cabin was removed later on, to 4 
give place to a Frame House 40 by 50 feet with a kitchen running back 
91 feet in length. This building was ‘for many years, as the dwelling for 
the Center Family of the Church;and was afterwards occupied as the Pub- 
lie Office of the Trustees of the Society. On the 15th of February the 4} 
young Believers began to cut and hew timber for our first Meeting House — 

On the 21st of the following April, Brother Matthew Housten accon- 
panied by Francis White and Francis Monfort, arrived at Union Village 
fom Kentucky;——the former to make his home here, and the two latter te 
return to Kentucky. On the rd of May follwing, John Meacham, Issachar 
Bates,Samiel Turner, Lucy Smith and Rachel Johnsen,set out on a visit 
to Kentucky ;and returned on the 2d of the following June. 

The testimony being bourne far and wide reached all Kinds of ground : 
and altho’ much of it was good ground yet a vast acreage of the seme #eU 
entirely unfit for cultivation in pure Gospel fruits and the seed sown 
on such ground failed of fruitage. Many who heard the testimony, were 
unprepared te receive it not only, but actually,and often op-— 

posed to it. And a persecuting spirit soon made its appearance. Yet he 
Believers in the West ever suffered to any thing like the extent the ## 
Eastern Selievers underwent in the incipient stages of their experience 
Some accused us of separating man and wife. This was a most pernicious 
error, for Believers never intermeddled with the matrimonial relations 
of man and wife. Semetimes a man or woman would unite even the’ their 
companion utterly refused,but with this, no interference was allowed by 
the Church, either for or against either party, but they were left to 
manage such difficulties as pest they could. Believers neithr drew then 
into the Church hor dreve them away. But left the whole management of 
the case to wedded and married parties themselves. Accordingly on the ._ 
3a of May of this year John Davis whose wife had united came and took 
#ee= her away, altho’ she was living with her Father and was very anx-— 
lous to remain among us. Eldress Ruth Farrington and Eldress Martha 
Sanford being afterwards on a visit to Jom's.wife, received sone $F 
stripes from a cowhide in the Kands of one sor sins seems that 
wherever the testimony of the Gospel of Christ is maintained, there per jf 
secution begins. But this is not atall strange, seeing that this tesyt- jf 
mony takes away the gods of the 01d World and substitutes for its epject | 
of warship "The HIGH and Holy One who inhabiteth Eternity, in their oe 
place. Who Gan diame poor polluted man— undeveloped, rudimental man for 
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9. UNION VILLAGE. i808. 


defending his right to earthly and carnal pleasure, when he cannot 
for want of development, see any higher resource for happiness on @ more 
elevated and Spiritual plane? Time or Eternity will sooner or later 
Open the eyes of all such, and show unto them”a more excellent way ‘and 
a pathway and policy of far higher illumination and ifinitely more gl 
and happiness; During this Spring Elder Matthew and Brother 
Amos Valentine, combined their interest and influence to establisa a 
Center Family in this place of Western Believers; themselves being of 
the munmber. An icipient attempt was also made to establish and organize > 
a@ system of regular.as adopted by the MOTHER CHURCH at Mount Lebanon. 
Columbia County New York; which was after the plan adopted by the Pente-— 
costal Cmirch soon after the crucifixion of our Savior, inaugurated by 
the Disciples and Apostles of Christ through His instructions and Inspi- 
rations as we firmly believe. Accordingly Brothe Amos Valentine was ap— 
pointed a Deacon of the Center Family and Brother John Houston the same 
at Drother Richard McNemar's family ,about a mile east of the Center; 
and afterwards called the East House Pawily. These were the first two 
Officers anvointed from among the Western Converts at Union Villiage. 

On the 15th of June, John #§ McClean of Lebanon Ohio, commenc— 
ed the first edition of a book written by the Believers and entitled 
"CHRIST'S SECOND APPEARING". The object of this publication, was to in- 
form and enlighten the public,as well as Novitiates coming amongst us, ¥» 
of the faith, doctrines and dicipline of the newly fomsed Church, and 
likewise by argument and logical demonstration, to show and prove the /f 
solidity of our foundation, as well as to prove the untenable basis on F . 
which the Catholic and Protestant Churches stood when compared with the — 
actual LIFE and practice of our Holy Savior, This book was finished ~ 
so far as the printing was concerned, about the end of this year and x 
some of the copies were finished and bound. Several editions of this 
work were printed from time to time at different intervals,one of which 
was in the year 1823, at Union Village. | 3 

Many visits and missions were made to the different locations. — 
where converts to the faith had assembled for mitual help and union, as 
well as to outside parties for the sake of their enlightenment and pos— 
sibly their conversion. ———_—— Qn the 15th of August, we commenced the 
building of a new Sawnill on a better plan than the old one was built. 

On the 15th of October,a Baptist Clergyman by the name of 
Thompson proceeded to hold a meeting in the highway Opposite our place 
of worship. It was stipposed there were avout 2800 Persons assembled to > 
hear him. Soon after he commenced, In a short time our worship began & 
the multitude rushed to our meeting and left poor Thompson Standing on 
a stump which he had improvised for a pulpit.He presently foliowed the 
crowd and mingled with the Spectators. It is presumable however, that — 
Thompson's audience were merely excited by curiosity and not sincerely | 
drawn to us from any solemn motives or convictions whatever. At this ! 
time altho’ many had united with the Church, yet also many were bitter- — 
ly opposed to our principles, and treated them with utter contempt. 
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On the 10th of November our first regular School commenced;—the 
Males taught by Brother John Woods, and the Females by Sister Malinda 
Watts. The teaching of the sexes separately or in different schoola, 
was thought to be more in keeping with our life and discipline, but af- 
ter many years, this plan was abandoned by the Church at Union Village, 
and both sexes taught in the same school.It did not seem to prove detri-— 
mental to the scholars either mentally or spiritually, but rather seemed 
to tnmure to their benefit in some respects and Co-education has been 
the rule for many years past. 
| On the 3d of mmary, (18037 Brethren Constant Mosely and 
Joseph Lockwood set out for New Lebanon New York;—and on the 4th of the 
same month Elder John Meacham and Elder Samiel Turner accompanied by 
Eldress Imcy Smith and Eldress Anna Cole, set out for Shawnee Rum (af— 
terwards called Pleasant Hill )to occupy there as the Ministry of rhat 
infant Society.It is situated in Mercer County and about Smiles fron 
Harrodsburg the County seat.It is about 140 miles a little West of South 
from Union Village. -------- In these early days of the Socirty, meny 
and heavy sacifices had to be constantly made, and much physical as well 
as mental and spiritual trials of the faith and resolution of the nen 
bers of all classes. Altho’ they possessed some land little of which 
was cleared, yet the living was ¢g iy poor, and some years had to 
elapse before a good and plentifil was possible. Stili,the Church cher 
fully faced these trials economised what they nad, and patiently endur 
ed privations in victuals and clothing, tho often exposed to severe and 
inclement weather. And many inconveniences and sufferings resulted from 
the newness of the Country. Every thing of a mechanical character was — 
scarce, and could not be enjoyed in instances, until it was creat— . 
ed on the ground. And even this had to be postponed until mills could # 
be built and machinery constructed for the mamifacture of many things | 
needed: immediately. All this took time and labour and many and many 
hatd davs works —wuch patience and no little suffering. But through ‘ 
@l1, Believers maintained their union and love toward each other;—and 7 
gradually these privations were overcome, and in a few years they were 
far in advance of the neighboring vicinities, and from the supeorityor 
their manufactures ,impliments,and agricultural productions and, Stock, | 
they soon commanded higher prices in the public markets, than any others, 
It got to be proverbial aiso that any article of sale by "the Shakers;) 
was to be relied on as being exactly what it purported to be. These 
facts, gave great prestige to our cause in a temporal line, and enabled 
us to sell any thing from a basket to a wagon or fine carriage. But we 
did not for all that, forget that cur main interest was in the Gospel 
which had been so faithfully and generously delivered to us for the pede 
comfort and salvation of every sincere devotee thereto; but were in sea. 
son and out season anxious and zealous to become more and more highly f 
elevated into the higher regions of a pure spirituality. We desired 
with fervency to to be among the number spoken of by Daniel the Prophet, — 
"The wise shall shine as the brightness of the Firmanent & they thet : 
turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.’ 4 
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il. UNION vil AGE. 1809. 


the 16th of January (1809) dab ‘Isseenar 
Bates, & Richard meNemar, set out for :BusPow: in Indiana, some di@ = 
tance above Vineennes on the Wabash;~m foot, As early as 1808, the a 
Place had been visited by Believers, and the testimony opened, ‘Tey — 
returned m the 28th of the follovig merch, In this journey they | 
mtfered exeeedingly, as the eountry was very sparsely settled, and | 
being flat and marshy, was at that time, overflowed with water,: whadl a 
had frozen, and yet in many pl ees, not thiek enough to pass over, bt 
without breaking through, But as it was recorded by one of the a 
Elders (Isseeher Bates) I will aveil wyself of his scoot | 
his own words,.* @ the-* 6th of Jmuary 1809, Elder Benjamin, 
Richard KeNewar, and myself sterted for Busrowtaking with us five 
days” provisions, whieh we had to live on for 16 days, during which : 
we were freezing end stervingthrough that Wilderness passing throus), 4 
seas of i¢e and water, climbing old trees that were afloat, riding 
logs seross deep waters , ,. and many other projects to cet along atall, 
I froze both of my toe-nails out by the Poots- ; and Richerd and f 
would @al] to mind a journey we took to Greenviile (Dark Co)to see 
the Shéwnee Indians, ( who had had a renerkable religious revival : 
anong then ) when we hed tO swim Kethw ater ‘Over ‘twice with our per- 
seeutors at heels, — This we thought at the time was bad én 0uz)h 
bat 1t wes were sport eompered with our present conditim, But we 
trusted 10 the mereg and proteetim of God, ror there was no other: 
prospect in view, and we were 10 Js work and God did lead us tam: 
through: marvelous manner, @@iwhich we gave Praise to His ever 
blessed N ee, Iwill here & poem which was composed on the pres : 
oeeasion by your corre spopondent: soon af ter tie por 
dreery Journey." 
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Aw inter (Mission ery )Journey, 1£09, 
The sixteenth day of January, 


: Through stormy reins- trough: iee and snow, 
from Turtleeresk we took our journey, 
. To see the brethren at Busrow, 
Neer seventy miles we had to travel, 
Before we left the settlement, 
howling wilderness before us, 
‘Wwelve hundred furlongs in extent, 


2, The country all erflowed with water, 


Beyond what lately had bem sem, 4 


No treek of men or beast before us, { 
Where dengers great must interven | 
The trials whieh we had encounter 


Waile passing through Ghio State, 
The floating iee ad enilling water, 
would be too tedious to rel] ate, 


3, On the frmtier awhile detained, 


| Till wateBs had rolled down, | 


the fifth morning it remained, 
To mter:m the desert ground, 
Raeh furnished with his staff end nepsaek, aad—come- 
some provisions for the way, 
We ventured a without conceiving, 
What trials yet before us lay, ee 


> 


4, The present rain revived the water, : 
And still kept up the former flood, ae 
Henee the first days we had to travel, aes 
Trough heavy showers and tedious aud, ‘ 
But worst of all there lay before us, ak 


Low marshy flats all overflaed, 
For Pivers deep and so extensive, | 


No mean or horse could pass the road, | 
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13. 
‘A Winter Journey -continued, | 
Now tora sudden change of weather, 
| We prayerd upa our bended mees, 
‘hat violent cold might f111 the Ether,: 
And all these @ighty waters freeze, | | 


| weateetren al igh theot: al geke oneme ed, | 


the weather @hanged,—- the @hange commenced, 
And we desired 1t might not slack, 
Until we found a solid passage, 
Kash side of the Muskaeateck, 


. This dreadful mars at length appeared, 

| And mighty waters standing there, | 

Six wiles at least all like an Oeem, 

With tee too thin our weight to bear, 

i By various meas we sought & passage, 
But finding 1t eould not be erossed, 

In patient hope we there encemped, 

To wait the issue of the Fro 


! 7'the second day we took a tour, 

In hopes to find a passage round, 
And there a fox had killed a turkey, . 
the leg and breast of whieh we found, : 4 
These little fragments dressed and swoked, 
Did furaish one delieions meal, 

And foP ‘provisions so unexpected, 

How glad and thankful did we feel, | 


om Two days and nights we there renained, 
| With hunger pinched and freezing cold, 
While the majestic current flowed, 
@ all its banks so high and bold, 


RE 


“aR 


5 
| 
| 
4 
‘ 
Vix 


14. 


The Winter Journey continued, S804, 
On the third morn we ventured forwerd, 


However deang*rous it might seen, 
Wet to the loins and in & show stora, 


We built a raft and erossed the stream, 


Six miles we trod the pavenent 
Like roaring thunders erashing round, 

And as the shades of night co’ erspread us, 
We safely reached the solid ground, 
While frozen trees are loudly eracking, 
And whirling winds severely blow, 

Our most refreshing @tertainnmat, 
Was a good fire and melted snow, 


towering knobs we next ascended, 

Where we @ust feel the Northern breese, 
Our limbs tend bodies so defended, 
‘that Dothing but ‘toes did freeze, 
Through vePious scenes o’er hill and valley, 
| 


Till early fourteen th 
White River brought us to a stand, 


We marehed alo the desert lan 
the 


//,With floating fee the eurrent rolled, 
So that we knew not what todo, 
‘But far beyond our expectation, 
We spied & house and good eance, 
@ triendly hand conveyed us over, 
‘With @old benumbed -with nunger fait, 
And the refreshment there received 
6 language cannot paint, 


4 
a 
“<a 


| ‘A Winter Journey -continued, | 
Now for sudden ehaige of weather, | 


We prayeod upon our bended inees, 
That violent cold might f111 the Ether, 


And all these @ighty waters freeze, 

The weather eh enged,- the @h age ecommene ed, 

and we desired 1t might not slack, 
| Until we found a solid passage, : 

| Hash side of the Muskaeatack, 


dnd mighty waters stmding there, 


| Thais dreadful mars at length appeared, 


Six miles at least all like an Osean, 


With: tee too thin our weight to bear, 
By various meas we sought passage, 
But finding 1t eould not be erossed, 

patient hope we there encamped, 
| To wait the issue of the Frost, oo 


| second day we took a tour, | 
In hopes to find a passage roun 
and there a fox had killed a tur 
These little fregmats dressed ad suoked, 
Did furnish one delieions meal, 
and ‘provisions so unexpected, 
| How glad and thankful did we feel, 


Ve, | 


| §, wo deys and nights we there renainod, 
With hunger pinched and freezing eold, 
| While the majestic current flowed, 


| 0 wall its banks so high and bold, 
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The Winter Journey continued, ELT 
On the third morn we ventured forward, 
However deng*rous it might seem, 
Wet to the loins and in @ snow storm, 
We built a raft and erossed the stream, 


Nd 
% 
¢ 


81x miles we trod the fey pavement te 
Like roaring thunders crashing round, | 
And as the shades of night o’ erspread us, 
We safely reached the solid ground, 
While frozen trees are loudly or 

whirling winds severely blow, 
Our most refreshing @tertainmat, 
Was a good fire and melted snow, 


; 


70 Tae towering knobs we next aseended, 
Where we @ust feel the Northern breeze, 
Our limbs wend bodies so defended, | 
That nothing but our toes did freeze, | 
Through vePious seenes o’er hill and valley, 
| White River brought us to a stand, 


eis) 


//,With floating iee the eurrent rolled, 
So that we knew Dot what to do, 

‘But far beyond our expectation, | 

We spied house and good 

@ friendly hand conveyed us over, 

With @old benumbed -with nunger temt, 

And the refreshment there received 
"fie strongest language eannot paint, 
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1809. 


The Winter Journey - continued, / S24, 

The hopeful journey we pursued, - | 

Till the next fork of the seme river, 

| the next morning came in view, 
‘Mere twenty furlongs - iee and water, 

were mingled 10 one great uproar, 

But being set seross the currant, | 

| ed our passage to the shore, 


‘weery limbs renewed their vigor, 
| Until we reeshed the Busrow. Soil, 
| And the kind weleome we receiv: 
dade Pien anends for all our toil, 


xe 
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8, Our greatest suff* rings Dhow were over, | 
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16: AND —NOB, 


Fr ow wh at has been so far written, upm the early history of un ton 


Village, it will be readily inferred thetmuen zeal and sineerity ae 


per vaded the Soelety, and may efforts were made towards the eon— — 
version of thoswithin the limits of (hio and Kentucky, by Preach 


and visiting nan y dist t places and passing house to. HOUSE, gn 


unwear ied efforts tb, knowledge of the truth they viewed it. 
Also great zeal and spiritual power, were put into requisition, to 
press into the Dew life of the true Gospel, and practically pee | 
form the whole man and woman, to the light ‘end spiritual DER fee tion 
required by the very elose end comprehensive testimony del 1 ver ed by 
the good Rastern Missionaries, one and ali; whoseemed to be: 
spirit and in truth, heir testimony was as @ two edged sword a — 
gainst all] evil, Mt their love and kindness — their for bear ance 
an d synpethy with: humanity were app aren tly Without 
'itsend while th ey gave Do quarter to what they looked upon as evil, 
they were engaged night end day, in binding up the broken hearted 
and ministering strength & eheouragenent to the weak and despond -— 
ent, All was dame that could be done, to prepare the minds of all 
for that further trial of their faith, Viz,- when they should be 
ealled @nto the higher plane or €nuren order according to the Pen -. 
tecostal pattern, &s establisied by Jesus in his time, and whieh by 
[In sp ir at ional Intuition, was revived and re-establimed by Father 
Joseph Mecham and Mother Lucey guided and directed by 
Mother Ann and her assoeiates, Father James and Father W111 iam, 
Persecution slander end wide spread detraction, were ee tively en- 
gaged in,by the enemies of the Cross, who spared no pains to annoy 


end hinder the spread of the Gospel; altho’ not atl to be comparng, 
with the horrible eruelties nfl feted upon the earlier Believers in 


Our good Mother Ann® s day,in the Eastern states, But gradually these : 


annoyehees end outward troubles ceased nostly,, and Believers were 
allaved to live end preetice theim faith in peace, Being Nostly 
up of those who had been subjects of the Revival in Ken tueky and 
heighboring states, they were no dou bt greatly sustained by their 
os therein, thro the man y trials of this, Ly pro- 
bation, 
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SCHNKS: AND MBMORTES, 6. 
( ) Mey 26th, of this year, Constant moseley returned from 
Leb@mon, ‘and with him Comstoek Betts,~ Hortense Goodr ich, ~ery Piek it 


et, - in Hopewell Curtis— together with Joseph Allen, who went to ; | 
meet then at Pittsburg, ———And on June &st, Constant and Comstock 


Joseph Allen, ~Merey Picket and HopeweFl Curtis, set out for Kentucky 
to assist in bull ding up the Soeleties tn those Parts, both tn thing 
spiritual and tenporel,; Also during this month a Children*s Order: 
was established at Union Village, This consisted of the Children 
| throughout the sooilety who were gathered into oe Family ad PP 
ded with suitable Persons and Teaeners to take enafge of thea, 
Qa August 13th of this year, The main dwelling of the Elder’ s Femily 


was beset by a ban® of robber & Ten Game in and a number : surrotinded 
tae house ontside;~ but their enterprise was a failure , as they got 
bat ®.or 6 dollars, ——.Qn the 29th of the same month, Elder David 
Darrow, ibald ech am, Issecher Bates, Ruth Darrow and Rachel 
fohnson, set out on & visit to Busrow on the Wabash, in Indiana, i} 
On the 5th of Decewber of this year [ssacher Bates Richard MeNemar \} 
end John Hancoek, set out for Busrow onthe Wabash, but were unable | 
i reach the same on aeeount of the high waters, and returned home on | 
. the 10th,-— again m the 14th of the sane mmth, Iscashar, James 
h odge, and John set out the seme missim and ced’ io 
erossing the water s and arr iving at BusPow in safety, ( These mis | ~ 


-sionarPies returned @ the 19th of February 1810, ) 
(nan the 24th of Deceaber of this the Caureh held their ‘first 


meeting in their new ‘Meeting Hou se, 


( 1810.) & the 23d of Jenuary of this year, the Chureh began to 
preperations for buiding to be ealled the Center ‘Fémily, and 


to be occupied by the more progressed of the Soeiety as a kind of 
Center of Union to whieh all the other prospective Families were to 
look both for Instruetion ,in absenee of the Ministry, and examples 4) | 
faithfulness in all good order, purity, love aud Sympathy, at all 
times, During this year especially the early pert, the Soeiety 
was more oF less afflieted by malieious persms outside, who stole 
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villacz. 


¢ ) January ist, The soelety having now fibished their 
1} ter house dwelling, commenesd several Other ‘buildings , mops 


‘pegen to turn their attention to wards gathering the Goelety into 
regul er ‘Citi, order eeeording to the pattern shown: in the Mount’ or et 
New Lebanon, the Mother Chureh of the Soeieties both East md 
- “West, The Ministry oaeupy, the upper part of the Meeting House, and 
consist of Elder David Derr ow, Eldress Ruth Farrington, Br ther : | 
King and Sister Hortense Good rien, This arrangenen was con- 
-" gammated on of before the 14th of January of this year, 
Qa the 16th of this month the first COVENANT of the Church was. 


py al} the member who were sidered eligible to such a 


ivil 8, 
Thais Coven at, having been several times. published, ane 


sent into the outside worl, ~ besides having been seores of time s 
brought before the several Courts of different States of the Union 
for Peference 10 Lew @ases, ~need not be here inserted, It may be 
if stated however, that this Covenant requires of every signer, a total 
|| dumemdor him of herself, together with ell they possess,+ money or tem - 
poralities, ;- and gonseeration ~ dedication and devotion of all 
their strength, -ability and faeulties to the service of God in obe_ 
dienee to the Ministry Elders and deagons of the Soeiety, and to a® | 
any end all other pagpurposes and objeets of Charity whieh the Gos- 
pel may require, and aeecording to the terms of the said Covenant, — 

this surrender &@,, 1s final and irrevoeable, 

Qa the 16th of January, the Believers Hove,10 to th ote new 
Center tou se, standing West of the t10gh ou se, aid opposite side 
of the publ te road’, No regu] ar Ry appointment of Elders was made at 
tais time, but the goveru@ent of the Family was of a teupor ar y Gh aF « 
eeter,- sueh ones @alled to lead frow tise to time, as the aepure 
Of the @&se seemed to require,in absence of the Ministry visit. 
othe? Soeteties, &e, But at this time Peter Pease, Jon 
Wallace end Nathan Sharp, were eppointed first in temporal as 
Trustees of the Conseerated Interest, Marthe Sanford and others, 
| were appointed as first Deaconesses, to take charge among the 
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The worship of Believers, has always bee saveeien as one of thes 
most preeious privileges and great eare was always manifested, to 
punetually attend the same by 411 the members, so far as possiblq 
Besides the uniform asseabling of themselves every Sabbath for Di-nm ¥ 
worship, they met several times through the week, mostly in the | 
early morn ing, oP ‘in the g, But for meny years they met 
Wednesday afternoonof each week, Their worship consisted of sing. at 
ing, praying preach ing,mareh ing and deneing, This last altho Strath. || 
ly in @ontormity to the ancient Propnieies, (. SeeJerenish Chap, 31% )3, 

~Psal. 149 other passages in the Seriptures ) was espec— 
etally offensive to the outside world, & more especially to the 
religious portion thereof, wh o had always seen this exereise des- 
ecrated to vain and sensual purposes, Nevertheless Bel tevers,h avig? 
had the example of theif Blessed Mother, and her eompenions in te 
First opening of the Gospel of Christ’ s. Second appear ing, hesitated 
not to worship God in this manner, & went forth”rejoieing in the 
danees of them that make merry, both young men and old together 
and young women and old as well, Great zeal ‘life and power attend- 
ed these meetings for Divine worship, end often the singing shout 
and deneing eould be heard at a great distance, Many were also a 
wakened to a lively sense of their sinful Condition, and brought 
to repentance and started upon the road to Redemption, Up to the 
time of the gathering of the CHH, into order at the Center House & 
other places, Sach Private Fanily nad meetings for worship gener—. 
ally in their own houses in the “evening besides the assemblies at 
the Meetiayg nouse¥- the worsiip being of the same general eharac—. 
- ter all round, A constant testimony was kept before the world, & 
hundreds of outsiders attended the wor si 1p, both through curiosity 
end to heer the testimony, as 1t was delivered from Sabbath to 3 | 
Sabbatn, by several who were gifted in that way, espeelally by Bra 
Richard meNener, vho was the most prominent & gifted in that ling 
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22. NOQ,10 continued, Worship #e, 
Doubtless there were exhibitions often times, among these hevly 
eonverted proselytes of the CHH,- whieh méght be considered to be 
unsenetioned by the Wisdom and prudeunce of the Gospel; -— but this 
was not only,harP@less in its effeets, bat was diseouraged by the 
Leaders, Who, wrile they took infinite eare “not to hurt the oll & 

| the wine” tried to keep every movenent within the bounds of, Wisdm 

and prudence, As more experPieies on ali points, was gained from 

a yeer to year, all extravagmees were gradually ‘sifted out of tne 

practical workings of the Institution, end the Soelety assumed a 


form of praectieal Order and beauty, wh teh. was greatly admired 
all who came to visiit, 


To resume the general subject, - & the lIth of February, 4 new 
step in the danee of Bel tever s was injrodueced among the Western 


Believers @alled the Squ are Order, fr on the Eastern Churen, It was 
very solemn and beautiful, and great zeal was manifested by 4ll, to 
learn and praetice it, 


The Kl der*: s Family was still retained and ree eived the 
hane of the Sou th Hou se, Brother ‘Franeis Beetle was appointed to 
lend the first of “aren, Joseph Allen arrived here 
fr om naned South ‘Un ton) aceompenied by Joeph Dunn 
Haleot d,Paide, ad Thomas Buchanan, -—-,@ the 14th of April, of 
this year the amily of Believers at the west branen of the. Soei- 
aty, ( whieh consisted hitherto, of B11 Houston’ s and David Spin— | 
ning’ s Fanil ies, and loe@ated about 2 miles North East of the Centr, 
removed to the West Farm or section, and united , preparatory to 
eoming into Covenant relation, And on the 20th of the same wonth, 
Signed their Covenant, as members in Chureh relation, 
the 28th, Daniel wosely,, Peter Pease, Lucy Bacon and Hannah Keer 
kitenell set out for New Lebanon, uae to Pemain except Peter. 
Pease who returned the 10th of the Septenber folly ing, 
| Qn the first of June, & Youth Femily was loeated a few rods §ottth 
i| Of the Meeting House in some log buildings ereeted for the purpos. 
: This Order was continued till 1820, when it was broken up and the 
Youth removed to a recently built Briek North of theieeting houra 
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1812 &1813. 


About the middie of September (1812.) the Society at Busrow werg x 
under mich affliction from the fact that war was going on between the 
Whites and Indians in Indiana,and both Indians and Soldiers being in 
their immediate neighborhood and the Whites violentiy foraging upon 
them;and making their possessions very insecure. It was therefore decid— 
ed by the Ministry and subordinate authorities, that the Society should 
break up at least for the present, and its members be moved to the Soci- 
ety at Union Village with the exception perhaps of a few who would be p 


_ placed in other Western Societies. ----And by the 10th of the following 


November, the Society was placed at Union Village except a few as above 
naned, who went to the Kentucky Societies. 
Toward the latter end of this year, distressing fevers pre- 
vailed at Union Village, entailing mich distress and burden. A few 
deaths occurred in the latter part of Decenber ;—-——-and aecxaans closed the 
year 1812. 
During the month of January (181g. ) large attendence —mostly 
Soldiers—-was given to our public meetings. Also opposition and a spir- 
it of persecution still rankled in the bosomsof the outsiders to some 
extent. A mob appeared at the West Section with the imtention of forc- 

ba &@ woman away from Believers against her will. However, they did no 
great damage Hither to persons or premises. The prevailing sickness 
(mostiy fevers,) continued throughout and March with 
occasionally a fatal case. 

| On the 24th of June the dwelling house (since called the West 
Frame) was raised,—and when finished, was occupied by those Believers 
Living on what was then called the West Section, —-situated on the West 
portion of our lands. During this year, a number of visits were | 
made to the different Societies in Kentucky and Ohio,and continual la- 
pors were made to strengthen the cords of union among all Believers ev- 
ery where.Also greafé zeal and industry were exhibited im all kinds of | 
industry in providing more commodio¥s residences for the several famili¢s 
gathered into Church Order;—also in setting formard additional machin- 


ery fow othwgr branches of business by which to a livelihood. 
Apout the 7th &8th of September, seve of our beloved Breth 


ren were drafted into the United States army,then at war with England, 
and required to join the detachment of Major Fye a® Lebanon. ——On the 
llth they were furlowed till they should be called upon to march. —On 
the 18th they were marched under guard to Dayton. This whole process 
was under duress,as the Brethren were utterly opposed on principle to 
all wars and fightings,and conscientiously dare not take up arms agains 
any of their fellow beings; because it was their sincere conviction 
that such a course would be in utter violation of the Precepts and Ex- 
ample of our Savior’ Jesus Christ.This was also the emphatic teatimony $ 


Of our blessed Mother Ann. -—--On the 22d of the same month, the drafted 


Brethren returned home from Dayton, and were joyfully received by the 
Church and much joy felt by all on the occasion.—— it on the ist day 
of October following, they were again taken to Lebanon under pretence 
of having deserted;——and on the third, were marched toxenia -thence to 
Franklinton,— thence to Sandusky.But no amount of authority ar coercion 
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a4. UNION VILLAGE, 


could force themtc shoulder arms. So on the 24th of November they 
were discharged and allowed to return to their beloved Brethren and Sis 
ters to the great joy of the Society,who had often prayed for their fi- 
nal releasement. -—— The Brethren drafted were Elder Samiel Rollins, 
Elder David Spinning, Robert Baxter, William Davis Jun. Adam Gallaher 
and Samiel McClelland. (the last two being Brethren from Busrow. ) And 
go ended this afflicting Conscript. for Busr 

| On the 8th of October, a number of Brethren started,of those 
who had come up from there;-as a prelude to a general return of that 

Society to their former homes. On the 16th of December, a violent mob 

made their appearance at the Center Family —incited by one James Bedle 
who had previously been a member of, but who had left,the Society. He 
had bound his children to Peter Pease then trustee of the Society;-—but 
his aim being now to take away the children py force. The house being 
Closed and barred, the mob broke the aame open by a battering ram. They 
they rushed in,——-committed considerable abuse, but failed to secure the 
children.After a day of shameful riot they dispersed for the night, and 
Were expected again on the 25th, but did not materialize. But on the 
290th, they appeared to be concentwat ing their forces at Bedie's Station 
(about aiiles South of Union Village.)A Committee of Referees having pe 
been chosen to arbitrate this matter finally advised the good Trustee 
to surrender the children for the sake of peace which was done. They # 
went away crying and screaming, and it was reported afterwards that 
that the two oldest ,with their Mother disappeared to some quarter 
where they could enjoy their faith ummolested. It was asserted before t 
the Referees in this case, that the children had been abused by the Sha- 
kers but this entirely failed of proof and the surrender was made mere— 
ly for the sake of peace. -And since those early days, there have 
been several other similar suité;-—-but after quite an amount of trouble — 
in regard to receiving Minors into our Institution, it was foun€ to be 
a better policy to abandon the plan of indenturing ,altogether, which 
was finally done.---—----—-. These were times of deep tribulation and suf— 
fering both from outward and inward foes, and yet they were times of 
victory also in certain directions. Old habits of life and animal in- 
dulgence and pleasure,had to be forever abandoned fexerer it is tme, 
but there was a reward of victory and a peaceful triumph over these low. 
er proclivities to sinful actions, which was often re-inforced from on 
HIGH, by the kind ministrations of Angels and the spirits made perfect 
thro' suffering, while here on Earth,and who now had gained a higher 
altitude and greater power and strength,love and blessing and able to 
minister the same to their Brethren and Sisters just now entering the 
good way.Full often were these powerful ministrations experienced by tt 
the faithful and often times they were made to lift um their heads and 
rejoice in the hope of the final victory over every enemy. This Divine 
afflatus was often ministered by beautiful songs Hymns and Anthems, whe 
whose inspirational power would cover the whole Camp of israel with the 
DIVINE PRESENCE, diffusing joy thro'out all Zion's borders. 
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from the buffetings and temptations of old habits and lower proclivities, 


25. UNION VILLAGE. 1814, 


On the 28th of Jamary of this year, the Trustees purchased a 50 
Acre lot of land joining us on the South, -of one Stephen Clark,;—— 

The Church were busy during the year, erecting & finishing 
sundry buildings for their use and occupancy, ——Also several visits 
were made to the different Societies of a missionary Character.——-After 
Mid—summer viz,on the 4th of August, the Society which had moved up 
from Busrow, commenced their journey back to their old home, on the Wa- 
pash river in Indiana. This Society, having occupied the East houde 
buildings during their sojourn here;-— those buildings were now to be 
sccupied by thr Gathering, or novitiate Order;- and on the lith of Aug- 
ust a small family were placed there,under the spiritual charge of El~- 


der Matthew Houston, and Eldress Malinda Watts. 


On the 12th of this month, the Church finish raising the in- 


-mense timber—work of the Gristmill dan. —Hatred and persecution 


still continuing, Brother Daniel Boyd was cast in a suit in the sum of 
$200.00. as penalty for not returning a habeus Corpus served on him by 


James Bedle. But on the 25th of the same month, (being October) the 


Court arrested this judgement. 

In these early days, evety possible industry that could be 
brought into requisition, was improved with unflagging zeal,to enable 
the Society to get forward in their temporal prosperity and also to car. 
Ty out the precept of our blessed Mother Ann in this regard Viz,*Hands — 
to work and hearts to God." We were instructed that idleness laid many 
shares & temptations in the way of the unwary and weak, and it was a 
saying of Mother, that "The devil tempts souls, but an idle person 
tempts the devil."And altho, all were cautioned against overdoing, and 
thereby laying themselves liable to disease and sickness;-yet every one 
was expected to labor with their handxz according to their strength and 
physical ability. This policy was found to yield great blessing to all, 
poth in producing health and strength of body and also great immunity 


The afopesaid Grist-—mili wa s brought forward as fast as time 
and means would permit(And on the 19th of Jan. 1815.it was started and 
some corn ground by it.) On the 3lst of December, a p of Laurel Hill 
(Penn. ) mhlistones for the New Grist mill,wvunrd ot 

Notwithstanding that much opposition still remained ‘in the 


Winds of many of our immediate neighbors against our principles, and es. 


pecially that of a virgin life, still the Church seemed to go on prosper 
ously in things both temporal and spiritual, and many blessings were 

shed abroad throughout our several families, so far organized and like— 
wise among the several private families yet remaining ungathered into 

the regular order of pentecostal relation as exhibited in the CGnmrch of 
the Ancient Disciples and Apostles of our Savior. For all which, we had 
good reason Zor thankfulness & Gratitude to our Heavenly Father for his 
ummerited minificence. And so ended the your 1814. 
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26. UNION VILLAGE. — 1815. 


Apout the 12th of February of this year an extraordinary revival — 
of Spiritual zeal and energy pervaded the Church. It received the name 
of a war-time. Our worship was attended with many displays of strong 
muscular exercise, such as stamping shaking, vociferating and shoutang, 
besides the common exercises of dancing marching singing &c. That was ¢ 
calculated to manifest the war between Michael and his Angels, and the 
dragon and his Angels, spoken of by John the Divine in the Revelations. 


It contimed for many months, and was a blessing to many. After one of 


those meetings, the spirit was raised for the time being, above the rm- 
dimental influences of our common nature into an atmosphere of higher 
purity and nearer ro the Throne of higher perfections. Great power and 
triumph was gained by mamy during this remarkable experience in the ~~ 
Church. It was remembered long afterward, as being a visitation of God, 
either direct, or through the mediation of Angels and Just men and won 
en made perfest through suffering, And sent into the Chh. for a baptism 
into higher purity and perfection. Accordingly it was desirable that 

all the several Western Societies should share in the gift ;—and on the 
10th of March following, Brethren —John Dunlevy and Joseph Runion came 
from Pleasant Hill on a visit, and soon imbibed the spirit of the reviv. 
al and returned full of Zeal to minister the same to the Chh. at at 
that place. Also on the 15th of the following April, Brother Samel 
Eades,in Company with Brother William Rice, visit Union Village and be- 
come thoroughly paptized with the prevailing spirit of war against each 
and every evil and impurity, and to be waged @éghisiyee by each and 
every one against HIM AND HERSELF EXCLUSIVELY.It was not a war against 
others by any means. Our tenets forbade any feeling or spirit of that 
description. After this war ring and fighting against our inward enemie 
hai overflowed the Society for several months, the waters gathered once 
more into their accustoned channel and the ch. went on in its usual 


West Section being ready to receive its proposed inmates;-—-—they accord-— 


ingly moved into it on the 18th of March of this year. This was one more 
step in the Pentecostal Order of the Society, and brought several Breth — 
ren and Sisters together, who had previously been living in private fan 


ilies, and of course consolidated their union and promoted their con- 


-wenience, in every way mich over and above what they wer before able #/ 


to enjoy. Altho' they knew little of what was going on outside of their 
own premises, yet that did mot materially annoy, or inconvenience then. 
for had they not come together for the purpose of SEPARATING YHEMSELVES 
FROM THE WORLD? They certainly had and now that this separation began 
to be made, they felt a safety and an asylum iin the Chmrch, and a peace 
and Love flowing amongst each other, that contamination with the world 
could never furnish them. Of course there,among them occasionally, ‘some 

who still were not fully broken off from their worldly idols, but they 
were such a small minority, that their influence was scarcely felt. 

And again-——Many who had been during all these ten years of travail and 
suffering in the narrow way of sacrifice and self-—abnegation had begun 
to feel the excellent influences thereof and that peace which passes 
understanding, which is the absolutely SURE REWARD of those who are wil 
poses. to endure the trial of their faith to the end of the conflict.And 


habits and methods. ~,. The new house lately built at the > 
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And this need not by any means to be waited for till they pass into 
the "Better Land" as the Poet calls it;—-but reaping and harvest begin | 
in a few short periods of sowing and soon the seasons of temptations & | 
sorrow are found to be farther and farther apart and the times of re—- 
freshing and Sonsolation to become more and more frequent and last long_ 
er and longer ;——till fanally their Peace is as a river which flows | 
steadily and misically on forever. _ | 

On the 8th of February of this year,( 1816.) a case of Chanc 
prought ageinst Believers by one Jit Jonathan Davis, was decided in 
favor of Believers.In all cases of injustice or even persecution, Belie— 
vers were strictly enjoined from all retaliation. Indeed we were uni-— 
formly admonished against even a feeling of resentment or anger toward 
any whether friend or foe. If we were not permitted to take up carnal 
weapons against our fellow beings,how much less use our spiritwal arms 
in word tho't or deed? We were not allowed to do or say any thing cal- 
culated to violate an any way, the tre spirit of forgiveness toward | 
all, and to occupy praying ground for the happiness and peace of all ie 
soula.—- a On the 7th of July, the lower part of the Center 
kitchen being finished, the family,for the first time, took breakfast 
there. --—-and by the 27th of August following, the kitchen was entirely 
finished. ——--On the 19th of the same month, a frame dweliing was rais-— | 
ed at the Hast House. | it 

On the Sth of SEptember, a regular Order of Eldership was app-— | 
ointed to preside at the Center House. The Eldership consisted of Samet 
Rollins,—-Ashbel Kitchehl-rtucy Faith,and Charlotte Morrell. —Also, Thom- 
as Hunt and William Davis Jun. were appointed family Deacons of the 
Center family.The Church was now established jin a very considerable de- 
gree of Gospel order and beauty,and the several gifts,callings and oc-— 
cupations of the members thereof, proceeded with great reguiarity. 

On the 25th of November, a regular Office was fitted up for the use & 
occupation of the Trustees. 

schools. ---Altho’ at this period of the Society's progress 
and history, attention was paid to the interests of Education, yet the 
Country being comparatively new, and settled by hard-working Farmers; 
but very few books were in their possession, and even Believers had but 
very few. Our school readers, were mostly the New Testament and what i+ 
little reading was to be found in Webster's Spelling book. Some of the 
elementary principles of both Grammar and Arithmetic were taught, but 
no Geography or almost none. Speliiing, Reading, Writing Arithmetic and 
Grammar were the very outside of our literary branches of study;-—and 
even these were but poorly taught on account of the scarcity of compe 
tent Teachers. Another still stronger draw—back to the progress of She 
Society in this direction, was the melancholy fact that there then ex- 
isted a superstitious,yet strong opposition to all literary knowledge 
beyond the barest rudiments,and this superstition being religiously 
countenanced and supported, by even those who should have known better 
Wanpsee. soue years @ie a dry wilt upon the aspirations of many of the | 
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28. UNLON VILLAGE. 1818. 


HOwever,—-— This untenable notion and the discipline arising from 
it began to relax in a few years, and was finally dispensed with entire- 
ly;-so that in the end,all manner of studies calculated to be any ways 
peneficial to the Commmity, were admitted without restraint,and every 
one was at liberty to read and study whatever was conceived to be worth 
studying and acquiring. Believers were by no means singuiler in the ente?- 
tainment of these superstitions, but were only echoing the sentiments ¢ 
of many religious bodies before them,notably the Catholics,;— and Bellev- 
ers had not, up to this time been able to wholly divest themselves of 
the erroneous impression, that between Religion and Science, there was 
necessarily an antagonism ,-—-that Science was destructive of religious 
sentiment and led to infidelity and Atheism. This,tho' a figment of the 
dark ages was still very hard to get clear of, and indeed to this very 
day is more or less conecientiously entertained by some of the religious 
amongst mankind even in otherwise enlightened Conmmumtties of the world. 
No doubt many are led to adopt such sentiments from what they view as 
the condition of our Savior on the Earth,-— who is supposed by many to 
have been illiterate. and mostiy ignorant of earthly Science and gener- 
al litwrature. And furthermore, he is supposed by many to have ignored 
and under -valued the same, when he exclaimed "I thank Thee 0 Father of 
Heaven and Earth, that thou hast kept these things (ie,the tenaggts of 
His Bvangel,) from the wise ands hast revealed them unto babes 
&c. Whatever these sayings of @Prudent} our Savior may be supposed to 
imply,it is hardly likely that he intended to contradict himself,and ¢# 
stultify what he is said to have iterated at another time Viz. "A Scribé 


well instructed in the Cmirch,bringeth forth of his treasures, things 


poth new and old."—— We cannot positively assert that in his reference 
to the "wise and Prudent” he had anv reference whatever to literary ed- 
ucation and knowledge. There were in his day a Jewish Priesthood no @¢* 
doubt highly developed in Ritualism and legal points of policy, and 
cunning niceties of the Mosaic law with all its endless series of cergm. 
monies;—— and yet very much contracted in their scientific and literary 
limits;——but so puffed up with what little they DID know, that they 

were totally unfitted for receiving the Inspirations of the Holy Evangel 
of Jesus,and of course Gntirely inadequate to the solemn duties and re- 
sponsibilities of its dissemination and circulation amongst those below 
them. Again:—— It may have been supposed, that because our blessed Moth- 
er was illitwerate, that therefore her followers should belong to the | 
same category of unintelligence. But this is no argument not only, but 
it is the literal fact, that she was anxious that schools should be es- 
tablished and every one should have the advantages of a good Ehglish Ede 
ucation. So on the whole, these several points when philosophically 
considered, do not by any means militate against the propriety and even 
necessity of patronizing and actively encouraging all Scientific and 
literary attainments, and also do not imply any antagonism with relig-— 
ous Sentiments but rather the reverse, inasmuch as the more one knowa 


in all directions, the more useful can he make himself in ali religi 


directions: Thescare the present views and sentiments of the 
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UNLONYILLAGE. 


UNION VILLAGE .WARREN Co..On1!0. 


me | the: 14th of February of this year, John wellaee, one of the Trus 
tees of the Soeiety, left home under prbtert of going to Columbus. 
to settle some bisiness relative to Benjamin Cox*s land;~said 
jamin being & menber of the. Soeiety, — Jonn however, turned his | 
cour se for Cinejnnati,& on the: 16th, he borrowed $3000fr on the | 
United States Bank for 60 days;- signed the note, ‘Wal 2nd. Sher 


left the Chureh, and aad leg€fthe. Society to pay the debt so yneurre? 
So another :traitorous and shameful debtvgs placed upon the Soe 1ety, 


Qa the 10 of March, a strange people, calling themselves Pilgrins, 
about 55.10 number, arr ivedh ere, ‘They wre from some part of the #& 


East, They very sineere and humble, but fanatical, It may 
further said in this connection, that this peop]e left here on pen 


of Mareh and proeeeded an their way down the and 
Rivers to New Orleans During this journey their Leader ‘died, and 
[ quite & number of then returned to Union Village and be@ame exeell- 
eat meubers of The Soeiety, Sever al or th ew held offices of cara 
and respm sibility, and lived and died the faith,nighly 
and beloved by the Chureh, 
Co the 19th & 20th. of ‘i Old Meeting House was renoved to a pore 
36 pods to the North end fitted up for snops for warious industries 
It had been used for & plaee of worship for 9 years an d was a badly 
con strueted and cold house, Q the first and second of June, the 
new Meeting House was raised;~ end on the 29th of this month the 


first meeting was held in ig, And on the 19th of October: itt 
it was completely finished above and below, , 


Cn hie 4th of July of this year, ‘the burning of a br 1ek- kiln was 
finished, containing 112000 br iek, On the 12th of same month, a ret 


ised editia of the churen Coven ait was read to the Chureh, and On 
the 14th, the sae ves Signed by all eligible members of the. Soeie— 
ty, Qn the ast of August, the Young Men and Boys of the Cull, fin t¢h— 


ed a Job of in the week nding day they made 
40, 000, 
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Unitep SOCIETY OF SHAKERS, 
UNION VILLAGE. WARREN Co..OH!0. 


the 13th of Angust, of this yeer, Governor thowas Wor th ington 

and Suite, wisited the Soelety, 

By this time, in the gistory of ‘this SOCIKTY MANY DIFFERENT. KINDS OF 
INDUSTRY, had been introduced, and during this year 2,900 pounds 6 
eheese were made, Also 360,000 briek were turned, 01l-making was a 
en other Brenchof business , ad this year when they wound up for tr 
the seasm on the 26th of Sept, th ey had made: 1961 ‘gallons, of Line 
seed o11, Much sielmess prevailed this year, owing probably to the 
swanpy @ondition of the e@ountry, For in arter years when the land _ 


was Cleared drained the sielmess subsided, ad finally, 


prenises of nim Village beeame me of the heal thiest 
in the world, the 28th of Ost ober,: the Brethren e@olleeted 31: 
head of cows, oxen and steers; ~50 non end two horses, worth -a- 
bout $1261,:md sold then to pay off their debte, Go the 30th of 
Nov, the West Braneh signed & new Family Covenant, -—~-— On the 30th 
of Dee, the. Sawmill which had been receiving addition for some 
time, was St er ted, The year ended with a genefral time of good h WH. 
'161@, @ the 19th of January of this year, Brother Daniel 
Boyd exeh angea Miller fem, for one about mile North, former 
ly owned by ane Abel. a ee pe the exeh ange was made, 


at the arastmiii, the Brethren are preparing more timber 


for further end nore Gommodi ous buildings ,A kind of eanal, or 


wide drain about a mile long, WOs al+so eut , a the North side of, 
an d pereiicl with the road going to Monroe, to drain a large portion 


Of our West Fara, In those days, the sever al so@leties in the West 


received frequent assistanee from Union Village, & aseordingly, 


29th of Mareh, John ‘Carson, William. Sharp, Amer Bedle and Joel d 
Howard, . ster ® ror . South Union to help that Soelety fimisn off their 
Meeting House; whieh hed stood for several years 10 an unfinimed 
condition, These Bretnren returned home om the 2d, of the following 


Decenber,.Qn April 27th, Elder Peter Pease, Josepn Allen, end Robert 
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37. UNION VILEAGE, 1819, 


_ WILLISTON started for New Lebanon (Simce called Mount Lebanon) 
Btother Joseph to remain after long and faithful service in the West 
assisting by his skill as a Carmenter in building many of the commodi-— 
ous houses, Shops, stables barns, out—houses &c, as money OT Means and 
time afforded opportunity. | 

On the 25th of May a 1og—house was burned at the West Section 
together with 300 pounds of wool.stored therein,It was supposed to have 
peen the work of an Incendiary and most probably the wool was stolen 
and was the object in burning the building.— -~fThe Society still 
contimied industriously preparing for more solid and commodious houses, 
and other structures ;——-raising large crops of corn,flax,wheat rye &, 

and general prosperify seemed to crown all their laborsAs nearly as 
could be ascertained there were some 600, or between 5 & 600 souls be- 
longing to the Society at this time. All was life and zeal in both ten- 


poral and spiritual duties. There were Blacksmiths, Masons,Stone—cutters 


Carpenters, Tanners,Fullers and Clothiers, Cabinet makers, Taylors, weayv 
erd,Carders and spinners &c.&c,. —-The Society made their own wearing 


apparel out and outs—fulled,pressed and colored the same also mamfac~— 
tured their own shoes and boots, out of their own tanned leather ;——also 
manufactured their own hats . The Parm produced nearly all their eatables 


poth animal,vegetable, and fruits. Sometimes we mamifactured 5000 pound 


of tree-sugar in one season,which commenced about the middle of February 


and ended near the first of April. Tea and coffee were not used in thos 
days, but an agreeable beverage was made of spice brush, Sasafras bark, 
sage from the garden &c, 


- -_— Mach charity to the poor was 
insisted upon in those nie and each year mindreds of garments and 
shoes were contributed to this benevolent purpose, Each individual was 
encouraged to give SOMETHING if it was ever so little, into the general 
contribution out of his own wearing apparel, and a large amount was 
thus collected about Christmas time and turned over to the poor, 

By the 25th of September we had made 5042 pounds of good 
cheese and by the 2lst,had made 245,000 brick.Several buildings were on 
the way toward completion and all things petokened ehergy and zeal in 
all directions. -—— On the 23d of September, a roun horse 
was distrained from the cimren, and yoke of Oxen from the Brethren at 
the West-Section, to satisfy a claim for military service, or rather a 
mister fine. But on the 25th, Brother Nathan Sharp went to Lebanon and 
finding the stock there, prought them home;-the Sheriff refusing to 
sell them unless the Militarg Officers were willing to assume the res— 
ponsibility which they declined to do. 

On the 5th of OCtober, Bilder matthew Houston, Richard Pelham 
Malinda Watts and Miriam Worley journeyed to Portage County to visit — 
one James Darrow whom it was their object to gather among Believers. 
They gathered him and his entire family,and returmed dn on the g5th of 
the same Month,0On the 27th of OStober our beloved Eldress Hortense Good 
rich departed this life deeply regretted by all. She was one of the 


peautiful,faithful,& worthy souls sent out from the Bast. She died of 


cancer of the preast, suffering terribly, bat bore all with ue Christ— 
like patience 
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UNITED SOCIETY OF SHAKERS, 
UNION VILLAGE WARREN 


The united Sostety of Believers at Vinton Village, during all these 
yeers, were strictly teught, that no unforgiving person, harboring 
or indulging hard feelings against any one either inside oP outside 


of the Church could possibly Petain theif union with dod, a 
proper joining to Ais Churenh, Aecordingly it was usual y al 
out Christmas time, GoP the Ministry to insist thet all should be 4 
eareful and gealous to settle up all hard feelings toward all other =| — 
‘if any such existed, before Christoas, that on that day they might 
be able to feel and proclaim — as did the Angels at the Advent of | 
our ‘Deer «Savior, Earth PRACHemd\ good will to maniit was at ell 
times insisted upon that not only sould good Union and pease be 
constantly kept between BPethfen aad Sisters Of the Same Fawily, ot 
bat that fidelity ad good neighborhood, siould be satatatned between 
the sever al Fenti ges througout: the @ntire All were requir. 


ed to be up beta@mes in the morning, end as som as practicable, at 
their ‘several Oecupations ,which they pursued in contentment and 
thenkralness,, — thekful me privilegees of protection and Sab 
sin Ow eh they enjoyed, A great variey 
of differant this time introdueed, so that every 
one however @a poor and uiskiliful he OF she wight be,could find 
something at which they wight profitably enplag themselves.2t, so 
that idleness that bene of all assooiatins, was Goupletely banisned 
end the @osy hum or Industry, was heard from morning till night, 
An@ while all were exhorted to put theif hends to work and their. 
hearts to God, yet were all adnoaised not to go beyond their stremth 
or menéce theif health by ovemdolng, The wormip wes still kept up 
with great regul arity and geal, and its observance by all asses 
strenuously 10@1 sted upon, and it is @ solem feet, that when this 
| duty of meeting together to support union, ad worship our Heavenly 
Father and Mother, 18 suspended or laid? o any frivolous te 
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UNION VILLAGE WARREN Co..Ou!0. 


_ During the past yepr,® lerge trick dwelling has been built @ few 

rods North of the Meeting fouseg ad on the 4th day of Je, of t 
this year, & fenily prineipally of gung Brethren end Sisters are 
noved into 1%, This Fenoval has given Pise to mmy individual on ang_ 
es in the different Families, the first appointed Elders in this 
House, were Worley, dames Smith, Thankful Thomas and Hannah 


Qa the 6th of den, & Rumber of Joiners go to Watervied 
to give thea a work fo £1018 lng off theif new BP ick dwell 106 


(44by 50 feet, On the. Sabbath esting 150 to 200 sleishs 


amd about 900 people were present from the outside world, 

Qn the 12th of Fe 7 wagon loads of @jothing and were 

sent from the Believers at Union Villege, “ @ poor Deigh borhood of 
eneneipated slaves jn Brown Co, GiiQ, the 17th of tee, of ths 
this year, & new House was at what was afterwards Galied 
“The Squere House, * (40by40feot, ) 
During this year Visits to and trom the soetety, and a 
fraternal union and love were thereby kept up end strengthened, 

Qa the 2d,of Mey, Elder Peter Pease, Elder Constoeck Betts, 
Mark ana Peter Rude set out for 

fe by BRethren sharp and Daniel Boy’ 
Ger Peter ad Co, are to at New Lebenan, 

the 9th of daly, 4 Brethren go to Waterviect, to assist then: in 
their Wervest, the Sth of August, AbPee aen arrive) at Ua ioa 
Vill age, frow Der by Pheias, (Pie kew ay Ce, Giio,) They thenselve 


‘Newel ight Car ane? One Douglas #ernum seemd to be their en ier 

_ Leader and. speaker, More will be said of these ,later on, By the 16th 
of September of this year the So@iety hed made 420,000 brieg,— and 

a Wieck building 1s gOing up at the Bast House, Apother large 

brick bullding 1s contemplated at the North Lot,, which: is about a 
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On the 2d of Catober ‘Brother -Joha Houston goes to Portage, and brings 
Brother Janes peed and Femily to the Soeiety, they having sett 


out and gnited with Bel iever s, — @ the Sth of same month, time 
Joseph Jahnson, William More, fenpy Vebentine, Betsy uurphy, and 
“‘werieh Bidie, go to West Union Willian goes to help them abont 

‘full loth Henry to assist then in building a new House, 
@Ooct, SOth, the new BPgek House at the weet, Section (and about amie 
West of the Center House, @ Fight hend of the Le Rar on and Monroe 
road) being finished end reedy for oceupatim, ‘renove in 
py itg (a family of 46 persms,) They also fin ised & large 
Grain-Baro by the 7th of Nowember, -—— & the Mth, of the same acm 
month, The Squere House being Finished the Fewily there ,iove into 
the saneTi dey, Thus end the principal oeeurrences of the year: 
1820, On the day of Jan, the Churen slaughtered an 1808 
pounds, end the quarters 1446, the 10th, the hogs wore ter 


‘and 17000 pounds were salted for home use, 

In the month of MaPeh Of this year, & frame building was Paised neer 
to, and some rods west Of the Bast House, for the purpose Of @ steol 

Foundry, It was tried but proved to be a umprofitable enterprize @ 

and was abendoned, Qa the 28th of June, a Company of the Bretnren 

go to Watervieet to assist in raising e large barn, They Peturned a 
on the 14th, the S84 Barn was Paised for the lately established 


By the first of 


made and gooopounds | of Wool had been manufactured, — At this time 
our ‘dear Mother Ruth, who has been quite siek for some weeks, seens 


to be dec] ming under @ dropsical disease, this will be @ very seve- 
vere 10ss to the Chureh as she was Oe of the Kestera Sisters sent o 
Out hePe to establish the Cin, in this Western Coun and eppoint- 
ted as first 10 care the Sisters side, | 
On the’ of August, 38 Brethren were were appointed to cart 


on to oF Gristmi)) con tinued Cet, 20th. 


uguet Of this year, 2440Galias of Linseed 011 “neabeen 
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At this time in the history of the Society, tanning leather being 
found profitable, and hundreds and mundreds of Oak trees aboundihgng 
in our forests, which had to be cut both for their timber, and aiso to 
Clear up the land;— we commenced the building of a brick Currying shop 
at the Square House, where the tanyard was situated. Tan bark being 
very plentiful, our tannery and currying,proved to be quite profitable. 
Our good Elder John Naylor, being a tanner, took several apprentices 
into the yard, from the ranks of the younger Brethren, who all became 
good tanners and curriers, and the business was kept up for many years, 
with great profit to the Society. Good Elder John deceased Feb.1ist.1826 
much regretted by the whole Society. He was a most faithful and ener— 
getic Believer, always alive to the highest interests of the Gospel 

Cause both in precept and example. — —————Om the 28th of October, 
our most highly esteemed and well beloved Mother and Eldress,Ruth Par— 
rington,departed this life, at 20 mimes after if Oclock A.M, She died 
of dropsy which caused her great suffering, but which she bore with the 
patience of a real Christian, which she was,in the highest degree of 
perfection. She was succeeded by Sister Rachel Johnson who was standing 
with her as second in the Order of Minis®#y at the time of her decease. 
Sister Hunice Serring was chosen and appointed to fill Sister Rachel's 
former place. as second in the Ministry om the Sistere’ side. Bldress ® ‘ | 
Ruth and Eldress Rachel were both early Missionaries from the East, ;- \s 
the former having been appointed to the first gift in the Ministry,whil 
yet in the Hasr;-to stand with Father David Darrow in the Society at 
Union Village. Sister Bunice took her place with Eldress Rachel on the wv 
30th of October. : —- On the 25th of December (Christmas, ) | 
Divine Service was held in the Meetinghouse, but it was too full to ad- 
mit of exercise in marching,dancing &c. but was a time of great rejoic- 
ing and gladness, As it was and still is a Rule and order, that at this 
time of the year, (just previous to Christmas,) every hard feeling and 
all disunion mist be put away and reconcilation made petween ALL partie 
of course peace and good will,love and union mist necessarily flow free 
ly among all classes yung, middle-aged, and old, And such was the case 
on this day and and the Cmurch overflowed with Joy and thanksgiving, to 
our Heavenly Father, for his unmerited minificence, in vouchsafing to 
us the boon of salvation from sin and the sorrows of unreconciliation, 
So the day passed sweetly away in singing,dancing, feasting, and se 
of gifts and presents to one another. In those days singing, dancing , 
shouting marching speaking of faith and experience, &c,&é&c. were the 
forms of worship resorted to and jin deed we had and nave any amount of 
Scripture, to support and justify these modes of extatic & inspired ex- 
pression, The Church had now been in existence sixteen years, and tho’ 
not fully organized and in smoothe working order for some few of the | 
farst years of thim peried, yet from the very start, it had in it the 
Spirit and rigid practice of a holy life; and all who were sincerely 
devoted to its precepts and manifested the same by a consistent adher— 
ence to its requirements, were in a fruitful travel toward the Kingdon: 
from the very beginning. And by this time very many of these pioneers — 


were exulting in victory over old and injurious habits of indulgence 
dark and and in a victory of peace and 
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On the 7th of Jamary of this year, a new dwelling and kitchen 
wewe comnenced at the South Hause. ———On the 6th of March, the ### 
first hedge ever tried at&t the Village, was set out on the West side of 
the Center House Orchard,and North Wesr of the Center dwelling, It was 
of White Thorn (probably the Crataegus Veridis,) but did not seem to 
answer the purpose very well for a hedge, and was ultimately abandoned, 
Apout this time, Father David administered a gift to the effect that we 
should thereafter apply the epithet "Elder Brother & Elder Sister’to 
the Brother and Sister who occupied the first place in the Widership. 

On the 25th of March Richard W.Pelham and James Hodge set out 
for Warrensville, in Cuyahoga County Ohio, te visit a family there, _ 
who had received faith. They returmed on the 6th of May with the result. 
that four families confess&#d their sins and set out in the GospelVork. 
These families all having property adjoining, there seems to be quite a 
prospect of a Society springing up in that region. ———-At this 
time, the 014 fcaue louse erected in 1806 & '7, was removed from its 
original site, a few rods East and this is to make room for a Brick | 
dwelling of more commodious dimensions, and better calculated to accon-— 
modate the South family now increasing in mubers,-—-the cellar waliis of 
whish, were commenced on the first of the ensuing April. 

. On the 7th of April the Church fimished making tree-sugar and 
had about 3200 pounds,which was under the usual amount made in one year 

On the 13th an Ox—power mill was raised for running a Buzz—sayw,Ful 
ling machinery &c. The inclined wheel was abour 25 to 30 feet in dian 
eter and answered a very good purpose for the generating of power. It 
was used for quite a time, and was mostly propelled by Oxen. 

| On the 30th of May, a steble for stock was raised at the Square 
House. — ——— ~- On the third day of June Brother Richard Pelham 
accompanied by Bro James Hodge, visit the Cuyahoga settlement and sev- 
eral more persons (\mnmarried,) set out and there was quite a prospect 
of settling a Society there which in process of time, was accomplished 
and a flourishing Society was the result of the labours of these two 
faithful brethren. —-— On the 24th of June, Our Ministry set out 
for West Union,returning by the way of South Union and Pheasant Hill On 
first day of the following September. Their object was to build up these 
several Churches in their most Holy faith and set them in the Divine Or 
der of the Pentacostal arrangement of the anoseut Institution in the 
days of the Disciples and Apostles. 

An attempt was made to forge good steel by a couple of Brethr 
ren (Prenchmen,) and about this time a quantity of Blister steel was 
turned out from the Forge;-——but it was not found to be sufficiently per 
fect to give satisfaction, and the project was abandoned, oy 
the 19th of August the Ox-power fulling mill was started and will also 
run a Bugz—sew for slitting hoards, thus saving a great deal of hand 
labor in sawing out flooring cabinet timber &c, 

On the Oth of September, Richard McNEMar, James Hodge, Anna K 
Boyd, Betsy Dunlevy, set cut for Warrensville (Cuyahoga Co.) to visit 


gat at that place. They returned on the 13th 
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On the 2lst of September Charles D. Hampton joined the Sotéty at # 
the family called the East House which at that time was the gathering 
Family., He was a physician by profession, but the zeal of the Church at 
that time was such,that every one who was found available for missionary 
work and labors, was immediately drawn into the same, So Charles was 
soon enlisted in the missionary work and also commenced preaching in ## 
the public meeting,—his first sermon being about the 13th of the follow — 
ing October. He also was employed with Richard MCNemar and others, in 
journeying to and fro in the neighborhood and toward the nog#thern part 
of the State,converting those who could be reached by the power of the 
testimony. He continued to preach in the public meeting for many years, 
and remained faithful the Church and the Gospel to the end of his days. 
He brought his entire family with him and his wife and two of the chil- 
dren remained faithful;-the other two chose the world, #@ He passed to 
the Summer—land after 41 years of faithful labor and life,highly esteen 
ed vy the Society. — On the Sth of December the fulling 
mill was robbed of 216 yards of cloth There was a worthless fellow in 
the neighborhood by the name of Snap Miller. ,who was suspecreed of this 
theft.He professed to be and Indian Doctor,but was suspected of beinga > 
negro. Upon an attempt to arrest him,he killed an Officer, and was sent 
to the Penetentiary. Some of the cloth stolen was recovered. 

Thus ended the year 18R2. -—--And these little items seem of rather 
a desultory character perhaps;-——but they are the history in part,of our 
Institution and in order to keep up the concatenation of events in theiv 
proper order amd sequence, we have to record them, But the great matter 
of importance far above any and all other considerations, was the spir- 
ual progress of the Church, both individually and collectively, and the 
gathering im of souls, into the great harvest, and so temporalities, 
though interesting and even highly importanr, wore nevertheless nade toe 
take the back ground amd to occupy a position comiensivratoe only with 
their intrinsic importance, - Schocls were not boy any means neglected 
but the Country being hew and books quite scarce, but little progress 
was effected.die sock of books consisted of the New Testament for a 
Reader, and Yaoster's Spelling book for a speller. But we gradually ad- 
ded other readers spliers, Aritimzetics Geographys &c. But Religion was 
so rife at this time,as to almost exclude the interests of Science, and 
tho’ this was a- theological extreme, vet when we consider the tendency 
of poor unphikespnicad wan to extremes of all kinds we can more easyly 
excise theso religious abkherations, especially considering, that all ex 
trames seen to possess the elements of their own correct lonwiitin in 
most cases, restores thelr balance. 

We however enjoyed a great a-— 
mount of peace and comfort and pursued the rather UN-even tenor ofour 
way turning neither to the right nor left for any fleeting pleasures of 


the rudimenBal man; but trying with unceasing to maintain 
our sood faith in practice as well as precept. 
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Edueation end literature, ~—— As very little has been hereto fore 
said, on the subject of Education end literature, it may not be anes 
to favor the intelligent reader, with the conditions of the Society 
in these ioportent matters, A. Sen 001 for ‘youths and ehildren, was 
conmenced the incipient stages of the Society’ s expericnce, and 
has never been wholly abendoeds— alth® sometiaes or less 
neglected, In the beginning, the Society was very poor, and as ciel 
Country was quite new, eomper atively speaking, feetlities for learn~ 


end general education weBe quite meeger.— Still scarcely one 
individual wes ever Paised in the Sosiety, wo gould not spell read 
write end eipher, At fiPst the Testament end. spelling Book were aba 
all that were used. but Granmar wes taught at an early day rather 

exereise than otherwise, Gradually, however, 

Reader''Sequel&e, preceded by ‘he to these valuable | 
books were introduced into the Sehool, end later on, Granmers, Geog 

Pephios, APithmetieske, — Finally Algebras, Chemistries, Physiol o- 
gies &¢,4¢,—every thing that was desired, by the later menbers who 
from tine to time joined the Soeiety | er this year of 1628,~altho, 
these at first came in very slowly indeed, But If £ am to be a truttul 
Chronicler of this Sosiety, ad set forth the agtual facts in the | 

history thereof,I must say that there was most sad and 
religious and even superstitious prejudice, md oppositim all 
learning and Kdueation as being apt to puff up the young with pride 
and such degPee Of self-sufficiency as to menace their protectia 

growth: in Grace and that Humility, Besessery to salvation, And 
These Sentiments, tho as we afterwards learned to our. ‘Sorrow, were 
| @OSt injurious to the sosiety, were Dever theless enter tained | 
with perfect slocerity end eonseientious uprightness of spirit on 

our pert, But alas! We were too late in di ssover ing our mistake io 


this matter, After this di seover y however, every thing was done that 
could be done to better these conditions ona afford ample facilitities 
to purse any and all sciences as every one desired, 
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On the .7th dav of Jamiary of this vear, the South Family move into 
their new brick house oecmipying the site of the old Frame and fronting 
the public On the lith of February Elder (ssacnar, Daniel 
Bovd and Matthew Sinita,set out for West Union,—-Eider Issachar as mis— 
sionaty, Brother Daniel to care for the financial interests for a tine, 
and Brothe Matthew as blacksmith . 

On the doa ys off February, BRETHREN Richard uCNemar and CharleS 
D. Hampton go on a mission to Warrensville,The little Society up there 
were wide awdayp and very zealous of good works, and Union Village did 
all in her power, to encourage them by precept and example,not only sen 
ding them missionaries occasionally, out often provisions clothes ac. 

as they were poo’ and destitute of many conveniences.of life.On the 
28th of March the North family had another prick building added toe it 
about 10 or 12 rods north of the dwelling house, This was designed for 

a new Trustees’ Office .It was finished the same year and the Trustees 
moved into it.It was likewise used as a place wherein to entertain 
strangers in and for all business connected with the outside world, Many 
years afterwards it was used as a family dwelling and a good sized fan- 
ilv occupied it;while the Trustees occupied the old 
6tructure: to the South of said North building. h- 

About the first of May, it was resolved by t e,at Union Vil- 
lage, to print,or rather reprint, "The Testimony of Christ's Second Ap- 
pearing? The first edition of this work was printed at Lebanon.— the 
second at Albany Newyotk. It was now thought best to print this thin = 
edition at home. Aaecordingly on the 2lst of the same month James Voris 
and Andrew Burnet (the latter a printer by trade, jarrived from Pleasant 
Hill Kentucky, Brother Andrew was to remain and assist im the printing 
of the Testimony. Brother Andrew C, Housten was also appointed to as— 
sist in the work,considered by all a iaudable undertaking. Believers 
at one time and another have published several books on the subject of 
their peculiar princilpes,faith and spiritual views. One of these is en 
titled"The Manifesto. "Another "“TheMillenniuml Church". Besides these ## 
there are several more, which were eventually printed and published to 
the World. But as the work of the Gospel is am ever increasing work 
poth in regard to more and more practical righteousness, and also more 
and greater illumination;-—therefore no book can be said to contadn a $¥ 
Closing and final description and display of Gospel principles out and 
out.In fact it is probably necessary to be quite cautious, about pub— 
lishing many books professing to set forth the principles of a Gospel 
of whose increase and perfection there is to be no end. Shakerisam has 


has always been considered,even by its advocates by no means a FINALITY 
but the present display thereof, is always left open for any improvement 
which the future illuminaticns of God's Inspiration may furnish. And 
again!——By being too precipitant in rushing into print, we might easily 
present a present view or views, which.would be gravely compromised by 

a further increase of the same ligh?;——-Owing to the Linited capacity of 
poor ignorant man to “see the end from the beginning.” 
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the of June, the printing of the Testimony was 
3000 @opies of the seme were printed, wd the work was —— 
the 4th, of the following Cetober, 


Brother James Voris, who secompanied Andrew Burnet here, starts. 
home and on the Sth, we are horrified at the news that Jeme# horse 
has rita eway end thet he (James) is killed, this happened after he 
had erossed the Ohio River, and gone some distance Beyond, @ the 
Brethren, Lewis Valentine and ggekiel Rollins stert for Pleas- 
mt Hill, to take home the broken wagon, and cerry the terrible 
tidings of Bro, Janes voris® death, 

on the 9th, of dune, Elder Metthew Houston Richerd W, Pelnan, and 
two sisters, stert to the Bewly formed Churen near Lake brie, to 
encourage and labor among them, (they returned on the 16th, of the 
following July,) On the of Cetober, Brethren, Asbel Kitchell 
end andrew ¢, Houston, start for Pleasant #111, to @ake over Brothe 
‘andrew Burnet, and & quantity of the Test imon ies, lately printed a 
Union Willege, hey returned home Nov, 16th,) the 10th, of Decen- 
ber, Brother Calvin Morrell and others, set out for Wnite Water to 
view the previses they had emeluded to settle on down therez~there 
were Six 10 ali, Besides these, a number were sent to different 
places on missionary duties during the present year, A creat zeal . 
pervaded the Society at time, 10 gathering souls 10t0 the Gos- 
pel and there ed to be a2 opeling, the Missionaries 
were sent iamediately wf\hout conferring with flesh and blood, Fowr 
tO seved embassies of this character, were sent tO different places 
during 1626, and from This time to 183% two new Soeies$ies were form — 
ed, and about 500 souls gathered into the Gospel, ) 
On the [5tn, of Dee, the Trustees and @ few others, moved into the 
newNorth Building (Briek) and occupied thew for their Office, and a 
lodge for Visitors, oe 


December 25th, —Christmas, Upon this auspicious Anniversary of the 
birth of our dear ‘Savior jhenwas time of unusual spiritual refrég 
ment,A grét feast of Love and liberty prevaild throughout the CHH, 
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On the 2lst of Jamary of this year, Brethren Richard McNemar and 
Charles D.Hampton, started for Strait creek (some distance up the Ohio 
River) on a missionary tour,—returning on the 24th of the following ; 
February. Quite a mimber from that quarter, were gathered at this time . 
who mostly went on and joined the Cmirch at West Union, There was also 

a people at Darby Plains (Union County Ohio, ) who had peen visited a wae 
mimber of times py the Missionaries,and who had also been through quite 

a revival immediately previous to said visits,and were fully ready to 
embrace the testimony. For some reason it was thought best not to fom 
a Society at that place, and therefore, on the 9th of Fepruary of this 
year, they were all removed to White Water, a situated in Hamilton Coun- 2 
ty about six miled from Harrison, and that distance from the Eastern 
Indiana Siate line. A portion of land had been selected and bought for | 
that purpose. A mumber of Believers had been located there, and the two i 
were united into one Cmirch and received the name of the White 
Water Church. The Believers at Union Village bought the land and gave 
it to them as a mucleus to gather to, and increase their bossessions as 
time and circumstances would permit. At this time, great diligence and 
zeal were manifested in temporal busines,——and at the same time the & 
spiritual interests were also closely followed up,and all labors necess— ‘ 
ary for the protection of the members were ‘@Giligently bestowed 
py those more directly called into such gifts and labors; and Mission— 
ary labors were contimed with unabated zeal thro'out the year. On the 
36th of March Elder Issachar Bates and Brothe Samiel Hooser went on a 
mission to zoar (in Tuscaraws Gounty Ohio,) to see a Colony of Germans 
who had lately come over from Europe. They were Celibates, and lived in 
a joint Interst or Commimity in regard to property, and it was therefore 
to be expected that Believers would readily fraternize with them. But # 
altho’ they lived this celibate life for several years yet they finally 
fell back into the common course of the world in this respect —yet con 
timied their Commmity of property. While there Elder Issachar was tak— 
en sick with fever, and his life was for a time despaire) of. But on the 
10th of May following, Drs.Charles D.Hampton and Calvin Morrel were 

sent to Zoar, (the name of the German Village, ) to take charge of his 
case,and on the 27th of May they they returmed with him to Union Vil- 
lage,where he soon recovered his wonted health. 

On the 9th of May, a very large concourse of Brethren & Sis-— 
ters marched along the public street singinf and praising God and mani-— 
festing great joy and thanksgiving for His inmmerable mercies and bles-~- 
sings. Indeed at this time there was great out-pourings of the Spirit 
and Inspiration of God all over the Society,——so again— on the iszth of 
the following September, there was another joyful march and joyful den— 
-onstration in which the Cmirch marched from the Center to the West Fan- | 
ilies and back,under a very high and glorious afflatus of the Spirit of | 
The Heavenly Father, We were now beginning to realize the truth of our 
Heavenly Savior's sayings "that whoever would surrender all to God and 
the interests of the Gospel, eagatrenty. only receive an hundre fold of 
temporal se tat but in the worl — iife 


; 
Re 
af 


OFFICE 


48.  UNTON VILIAGE. 1824. 


UNITED SOCIETY OF SHAKERS. 
UNION VILLAGE .WARREN Co..OHIO. 


NO, 18, Continued, (1684 


© the llth, of May of this year, Blder Matthey Houston @ Richard r 
WPelhan, visited the Dewly formed CHA, wh at was after werd eal 
North about 7 miles eest of Cleveland, Cuyahoga Co Chic, M@ * 
the 4thof July, fron 1000 to 1500 people fron outside, attended ow Pa 
public meeting, -—- About this time the road through our Village, q 
wi$ running North East, but on the Oth ef August it was made to 
run about due Nortag till 1t resoned the North Fenily, wnen it tum— | 
ed to the Gi the 23d of August regular ‘Fanily was formed at 
the North douse, which hePetofore, has been mostly ueed for, a Oe | 
‘fies, Brethren end Sisters, heretofore oecupying howes 1a the 
ral families, were selected and placed 10 this North House which ts a 
considered & part of the Churen proper, On the 7th of September, a 
pall mob, of about 16 men, came to the Bast House, headed by one 
Francis Drake, to take eway his daughter ferriet R, Drake, a young : 
wonea who not @hoose tO 80, MAKING SOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
the family, the Brethren of the Church went up ad took 10 of than 
down to the Center Offriee my h sh ‘meane, and fed end logg- 
ed then Gonfortably till morning. 
Wh ontPover sy about medical prac. 
(Oeltg 10 favor of the then new practine 


le Others adhered to the practia 
a 
. ° Pad of Cot, Father David, gave the 
Church quite an admonition. and 
. throu is 
Co the 28d of November :the North tc ovenu 
fine lar Br 4 k dy in log @abin s, mov 
Sing, SO en 
J] 
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G2 the 16th Of April Of this yeer, a laundry wes G@ommenced at the 
House (socalled, ~—North of the meeting House, ) 


10 health seem@et present, to be fast we 
may not last many weeks longer without ® change for the bebter, 
This morning et 20 minutes before 5 Oelock, our dear: 
athe? David, deperted this life, aged %.years and edeys, as & 
seal on 8 preceding page, Cur most highly esteemed and much belove: 
rather was ordained, while yet: in the Best, as the First in care a 
| Of the Western Soeteties, ond sent out arriving at Bra 
Maleola? s house on the 29th of dune, 1806, — Fron thet time to his 
desease he Petained the gift or fiead of the Ministry end most 
fully bore the burdep*of the ealling, with the most upright end 
con selentious integrity, He combined the qualities of f£irmess 
swePviog Pighteousness end Justice , blended with @ most rewerkable 
cherity end tenderness toward the weak end sorrowful, The Society — 
could not have sustained a greater loss, then in the death Of our 
deer good Father David if wisdom end love sagesity and firmess, @ 
ape to be taken into the escount of qualities esessary in a Min~ 
gster or more properly Bishop whieh in reality he was,fie seemed e 
to live for no Other purpose, than the good Of souls, and the pros. 
perity of Zion in ell her different departments both temporal end 
spiritual, His funeral was humerously attended on the 28th, and was 
a very solegn end weighty time end cocasim, We teke the liberty 
is place funeral Gouposed by Elder Richerd 
interesting and solem oocasion, 
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seared to the memory of Father pevid Berrov, one 


Foneral Hym 


of the Pimeer s, and pr ine ipal Minister of — Vill age of 
Believersfor 20 years, 


Our good Father David has finished his days, 
And gone to Peceive his Pewerd, 

What monument now, will be proper to raise, 
His wirtuous life to record? ee 
From statues of merble and eravings on brass, 
the mei ry of mortels may Pot, 
‘But waile united 1n bearing our eross, 
Good Father will not be forgot, 
He was cross-bearer we a1] gust agree, 
His faithfulness Qone can dispute, 
yea,~fron the begianing this flouriming tree, 
Could always be known by his fruit, 
@mong the first plants ou Aner ice s soil, 


His standing he firaly maintained 
and shered with First Mother the labor and toil, 


By which Gospel Fpeedon was gained, 
In mortification he travelled so swift, 

Th at Wh en Father Joseph deceased, 

He stood as @ Pillar and moved with the gift, 

As fast as Churen order inereased, Bis 


Was & for all that was 

‘And bre wht. it all safe to the West, 

Where the heavy burdens waieh he has Sustained 

By mortals cannot be expressed, 
fils inGessant labors for twenty long year s, 

rings thet cannot be told 

Have furnised treasure esteemed by his heirs, 
More: ‘Precious then mountains of gold, | 
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To speak of his petience and Fatherly care, 
is meelmess his wiedom:end geal, 
| Would be too extensive, -well heve to for beer, 
We @ennot express what we feel, 
gis ¢apertial Kindness justice to all, 


Must Pender his menory dear, 
And this occasim do oor tainly eall, 


But let us aot met called wey, 
Or think his Peleasemant is wrong, 

But Father thenks-giving to Heaven repay, 

| For spering good Father so long, 

| ‘Twas Dot prematurely that he had to go, 

He @ane tO a orderly end, 
He was not dPagged off by the hand of a foe, 
But. Kindly by friend, 


Five years being added to score and 
With fulness of days he was blest, 
Then to his Peleasement we gust say Amen! 
‘* Tis time for good Father to rest, 


the Gospel foundatim is fegthfully lend, 
Heaven” s unchangeable plan, 


an Order establisned to seaond end 

The Work whieh good Father begen, 

These pleasing Peflectias aay Comfort us all, 
And strengthen our Ministry’s hands, 


‘Assured thet no pert of the Building need Fell, 
80 long the foundation stands, 


the 7th of July, Bre, Vineent RunYonerrived at Union Village, wash 
one Neney Ryen, and her two girl S,f@.was from Pleasant Hill, end 
Brought the seid perties to essape &@ mob which was after then to pre- 
vent them from Pemaining<Qaong the mekers there, The Party returned 
on the of the following September, 


16th of daly, we hed friendly vieit trom Hon, Henry Clay of 
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On the 28th Henry Clay paid us another visit with quite @ number of 
persons from Lebanon, se was very friendly and affable, and inquired 
quite @ePitically ito the oOfdep end appointment of the Ministry,— 
wanted to Know the evidence we had of Divine ad Miraculous healing 
gifte thought he would make @ good subject of the Society 4¢,2¢, | 
as his stance gf we became invelved in Persecution or. 
other difficulty, He pronounced @ kind of commendatory toast or bene 
| diction, end returned to Lebenm where his daughter lay sick and 
where she eventually di ed, «uw Next, ~on the 220f July, Governor ‘Gao, 
Clinton of New York, Governor Morrow of Ghio General Herrismend @ 
Number of others, game on & to the Village, they hai been attend— 
ing the @elebratim of the G@fo Canal, ( 

Ca the 29th of August, about 2 of the Church Brethren, went to the 
West section, to assist the BrethPan there to cut a Canal due west, 
end on the North side of the Lebanon and MonPoe Posed, to carry the 
sStPaight thrangh the Bottom fields on that side of the road, 
During this year, the Church: in this place purchased 200 acres of land 
at White Water, at $ per &s & commencing spot to gather 
that Soeiety to’, Quite a oumber of missions were made this year to 
different localities, and souls continued to be gathered to the Goe- 
el, Many Spectators also continued to throng our seetings, 

© the 2th (Christmas) Wehed ea very enjoyable time’, Bvery one 
seemed to overflow with good feelings of love and good wises for. 
every one else, end the day passed away 4n great exultation and Glory. 
In those days we seng and dm@ed + shouted and praised God without 
stint,, both young men and old together, and the seme with the good 
who were not @ whit Behind in all zood gifts and graces, 

The Sosiety this year was about $@Qstrmg and others were coming 10 
and great encouragenent was felt that the workof God end the spread 
Of the Gospel was Sup an teed , if Oly the adyoeates end devotees there— 
of,, would continue es gaitnful as they had so tershown 
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UNION VILLAGE WARREN Co. On 10. 
Co the 14th of February of this year (1826) Brother Asibel. Kitchnell, 
end Henry Hiller, set out for Bagle Creek upon a preaching mission, 
They return on the 3d of the following waren, 
On the 2lst of same molth we started our New O11 @111 waiehgoes very 
well end does good tusiness, & the 234 at our big camp, we gathere 
of Suger watePyMerch 12th, We are now meking 12 barrels 


of Linseed 011 per week, On the @fth of April, the Chureh commence 
&@ new Offiee Building, a few rods North of the North House, ———& 
Mey 24, the Duke of Sexony peid us & visit with his retinue and wnat 
of all thet? We found him to be a mm, like unto the Fest of us, 
the 26th of May, Ashbel Kitehell, Jemes Me Nemer, Sisters, 
 L01s Spinning end thenkful Stewart, set out for Werrensville (now 
@alled North Union) to take the le&d and charge of that: infant Soci 
ety, Asnbel having been an Elder in the Center family previously, 
Brother Dénie]l Serring 1s eppointed to £111 the pl ace thus made va 
eat, 1n the Center Femily, -—G the 4th of July of this yoar, 
Elder Archibald Mechém, and Brother andrew C,Houstan, Set out a 
visit to the akastrn Believers, They returned on the 7 th of October 
following, Ca the 2lst of September, Brother Dewid arrived frow west 
- UNION (BasPow) -With the sad news of the death ofr well beloved 
and highly talented Elder: Jonn Dunlavy who dfjed at that place om 
the 16th of September, This was a very severe loss to that Society 
&s well @s to the whole western Believers, as Elder John was one of 
the most faithful as wel] as talented Believers, end had already 
published a book on the subject of ouP faith and doctrine, He set > 
out in our ehureh in the year 1805 ed was always upright end loyalte — 
the principles of the Order, A large number of visits ad missins 
was Made to divers Soeteties and to distent loealities where any | 
nope existed of converting souls to the Gospel, Much geal ad spiril. 
| menifested by the Belfevers to advance the cause of 
*- to forward the temporal interests of the Sosiety, - & 
' keep alive the true Order end successful travel ef all who + 
_ the way and Work of salvatiai, the greatest privileve that souls @ 
Could possibly enjoy, —— Christmas day was one of great joy and 
th an kegiv ing end 80 ends the year 1826, 
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On the 29th of Janiary of this year, the new pbuilding for the oc— 
cupation of the Trustees was finished. It was also calculated for a 
Public Office for the Church and to be used for a lodgig place for 
strangers ,wafaring persons,and a place of entertainment and rest for 
for all Vicitors from the different societies of Believers,;——and the 
Trustees moved into it . 

In the course of the year, the Society of West Union was dis— 
solved and broken up on account of the unhealthiness of, the location. 
The Grounds upon which the Society was situated, as well’ ag those in 
the immediate neighborhood,being very low and abounding in many swamps; 
was productive of much sickness in the form of Chills and fevers.And 
many were sick and also many deaths occurred. —-Perhaps if the entire | 
neighborhood had gone to work and drained the farms far and near ;—thiS 
sickness might have been avoided. But the Country was quite new, and 
the ihabitants poor, and such an enterprize was hardly possible at that 
time, and so it was tho't that the best plan would be to bring the Mem 
pers away and place them in the different Societies,as for instance ) 
Union Village,White Water,Watervleet South Union and Pleasant Hill. 
This was done ,—wmost of the Members choosing Union Vii as their 
future home. And on the 22d of February, Brother Daniel‘ind others go 

down to White Water, from Union Village to erect 4 large Cabin building 
for the reception of some of the members from West Union.They finished 
the same on the 14th of March and returned home, On the 20th day of 
March,the Society at West Union bade adieu to their home forever, and i 
they ,and their effects (as much thereof as they could afford to bring 
away with them at the time, were stowed on a steamboat and commenced to 
ascend the Ohio River. On the 27th, a muiber of our brethren with tears 
started for Cincinnati to meet and convey our good West Union Brethren 
and Sisters to to Union Village, which was to be the future homes of 
most of them. They arrived on the 30th between 2 & 3 Oclock in the af— 
ternoon. Those who were to go to South Union took that direction;—these 
who were destined for Pleasant Hill, debarked at the,mouth of the Kan- 
tucky River;—-and those whose home was to be at White Water, debarked a 
at Lawrenceburg some miles below the City.0n the Sth of April the West : 
Union Brethren and Sisters find homes in the families of the Cmirch | 
proper (which included the Center,North and South fawilies) and at the 
West Section.and on the 30th of the following May, brethrenDaniel Rove 
and Nathan Sharp, arrived home fron West Union, with tne cattle of the i 
abandoned Society. And during the year quite a'muber of those whe firs — 
chose Kentucky homes, changed their minds and were freely allowed to et 
sewed-te make their new home at Union Village. 

On the 24th of June, Rufus Davis,Janes Prescott and Lois spin... 
ning, arrived from North Union,the young scciety in Cuyahoga Countv. 
They returned August 14th following, accompanied by Bzekiel Rollins, Ro>- 
ert Williston, Polly Davis and Thankful Stewart. They were sent an help 
ers for a time in the infant Society. But the solemn and sorrowful 
preaking up of the West Union Society, was the principal important fest— 
ure of the memorable year of 1827. 
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privilege was granted So, altho they had to yccue the same in 
_menuseript, (there being no printing press iothe Village) they went 
on with this primitive paper, for one or two years, And gon sider ing 
all the disabilities and or aw-becks, it was quite & creditable pro. 
 duetion, 


eonsiderebly Older,,—Now although nearly every one of these could 


Me or two pepers were taken by the Trustees, and a very few books 


ly 10¢lined persons eyen to this day contend) that there was census. | 
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Un ion Village, ( 1828) | 
Jenuery lst, 18268, ---— In order to be just end truthful, in the 
writing of the History UNion Villagg, it will necessary, at 
this period of the sane, to make quite a serious digression from 
the external current of events to that of the more inward workings 
and results of the Intellectual status of the: Churca at this time, 
Up to this time, very great religious opposition , amounting to almost 
entagonisn, had existed against almost every kind of literary, Sel- 
entific, and Intellectual] attain@entore tian th at waien would @&s— 
wer ‘the barest necessities of life ad a successful procuration of 
an ordinery temporal livelinood, But about this tile, a very large 
majority of the Younger members of the. Society, brought in by thei? : 
parents, in 1805 and subsequently, -nad become of age, and many were 


read write end had a@ very snal] snattering Of arithmetic, and a lit— 
tle Grammar ;-Yet en uneasiness begen to appear among this class, to 
possess more , and greater intellectual attainments, the were all- 
owed or provided for, Bnd it aust be agmowledged, that the number 
of Books— papers OP perjiodjesis of any kind was extremely limited, 


save Of OUP own Publication, were to be found ana 
m2 US, All this 

nay be candidly apologized foryon the ground .~First,— Of the early 

poverty of the. So@lety;. Secondly, beeause 

opposition entertained by | 


Followers, They had imbi 


of the SincePe,religious 
the Founders end their honest and devoted 
bed the Sedtiment ( for which many religiocug—— 


rily a deadly and destructive entagonisn between Religion and Sei. 
ence, Now all this was a most grave and ruinous mistake, So whe 
wore Consistent and progressive ideas began to be agitated in the 
society, the younger portion thereof to demand greater priv 
ileges 10 the intellectual] line, About this time or possibly the 

yeer previous, being still ruled out frow the genemab read 
er ,— they demanded the Privilese of publishing a paper ‘none theo — 
Selves, for the use end entertainment of the Soeiety at large, This 


ty 


* 
¥ 
‘er 
ig 
ats 
‘ 
he 
‘ 
¥ 
4 
| 
> 
big 
4 
; 
; 
bo 
x 
x 
F 


| would be glad to look into, In these days of 
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The philosophical mistake in this whole matter was,that the spirit~ 
ual & temporal being cultivated & developed, at the sacrifice of the 
 itellectual, literary ®% scientific,turned out monstrosities instead of 
men; for no normal, natural man can be developed unless ALL his Powers 
properties and faculties are drawn out in their legitimate proportions, 
The physiological integrity of the young was steadily maintained merely 
by the correct habits of life in which they were raised;from which they 
very rarely departed;-while tim alas: -the intellectual was quite too 
mich neglected. and an imperfect & abnormal growth was the inevitabie — 
consequence to some extent. One other idea may be worth mentioning here 
and that jis, it is quite possible that through an intense zeal & desire 
to secure the protection of 411 from sin & depravity, a too rigid pol-— 
icy was pursued & the lines of goverment in some cases if not all,were 
agf drawn to an extreme. And as one extreme uniformly follows another, 
the insubordination exhibited at this period may have been put the in- 
-@vitable OTHER extreme of the earlier one. All these things however, 
were nothing more or less than the outcroppings of IMBAPERIENCE in which 
there is a self-correcting element; and indee)is the way the great law 
of Evolution works in developing man & allthings,& the only way it CAN 
work, Again— Good Father David being dead who had for many years led & 
controlled the Society with Wisdom and also love, so balancedas to hold 
the affections of the people old & young;—the government went into 
other hands not so plentifully possessed of these desirable qualities, 
& of course more of less insubordination must be the result. All these 
unforeseen & unfortunate circumstances ,finally culminated in a disas- 
trous break among the younger portion of the Comminity & during this 
year, quite a mumber of them left the Society And in deed from this — 
_ time om, more or less defection and departure, contimied: from time to 
time ,& many of the childre of the noble pioneers, (their childre in # 
both a natural & spiritual sense,)left their beantifuhoiiomes & wandered 
_ off into the wide & wil™ed world to ## the almost unspeakable grief 
their most excelient parents. Bit more is to be said on this subject. 
It was noticed that in a few years, most of those who thus left the So- 
 Glety had,by the good habits of industry, & economy in which they had 
been brought up, succeeded in placing themselves on enviable grounds of — 
 prosperif‘y, in a financial & moral view, & were fit for the society of 
the very best that could be found outside. And tho’ there was rifraff 
_ here as well as in all Commmities, yet the majority found themselves 
_ dn possession of better morals and sweeter,cloanlier habits @were — 
,and scarce 


- looked up to with more respect than the average of the 

_ ily one of them failed to acknowledge that their raising had been ah un- 
 gpeakable blessing to them even for success & enjoyment in the mdiment-_ 
al world. So it seems that what is good in the destiny of man can never 
‘be destroyed, but will crop out and flourish even if it has to be plant— 
- @@ upon lower levels than whereit was created & developed.This is the 
golem truth & no doubt one of the sublime mysteries that the Angels 

search into the hid- 
den immost of God;s good way and perfect Prov e, it is well to sus- 
| pend a final judgement & decision, until the end of the great harv £ 
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‘More over, during this year painful and disastrous crept 10 
to the Caureéa, This was set on foot by one Abijai Alley, Tais person 
had for sone year s been & zealous and faitnful Bel ever, But becowing 
unreconciled to the then condition of things 4s administered, gradu— 
ally becave diseSfected end to more or less openly oppose the then 
existing authority, He was borne with, for quite @ while, and guen 
pains taken to bring him beck into a Peeoneiled condition of mind, 


But all efforts failed end finally he was suspended from union, tho 
not exconmunicated, But he persisted in his nefarious scheming, un- 


til he had persuaded quite a large number to take sides with him, 
Finally he went away fron Believers and some of his followers joined 
him whom he had made to we tee that he would go outside and found 
- & Golony or soeiety, or Community, somewhat like the Believers, but 
: with more freedom in it, But he soon failed Of all his pr onises, He 
never so @ueh as inaugurated his Soeiety so that it could be ealled 
& working Or igation, AQad it soon went to nota ing, But his influw 
ence 1a the Cin, walle ne P ed 10 it was very pera icious, an d | 
drew many of the stars of Heaven to Kartn, and blasted tne good pros. 


pects of quite & number wno , but for his hefesies might have made 
ta ell ing and eleation sur 6, yet through nach inations lost 


their and joining to the Chureh and,fell away, 
Thus then, the So@iety to be arriieted with’ able 


fluences Senet ated to operate as opening wedges to more or less 
@onfusion, disorder, disaffection and pebellion among the weaker mom 


bers, —— wh tle upon this subject it may not be out of Place to insert 


here, renerkable prophesy delivered sometime 10 1627, ‘This predio— 


ti0n was delivered by one Daniel er ton, He, with one Jason Sh eph ard 


were Canadians, and eave among us about the latter ead of "26, or : 
beginning of 2%, They had had , in their. ‘Owa neighboriood, in Caia 


da, a very Peaerkable revival oe Religim, and these two Brethren 


the U,S, to promulge tue tenets of their new light ma || 


convert sioners tO But when they heard our testimay 
became Converted to our views , and joined our Soelety, after || 


Pemain log among Us sever &] months, they proposed to us to go to their 
home 10 Céenadéa & promulge our doetrines there, 
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| The Ciurch feeling great union with th. 

their zeal and ofa faithfulness 10 waiting to convert their Bretaren 
ila Canade, bade then God speed, and they accordingly went, But wig 
began to preach their Shaker views to their people they were 

terribly persecuted insomuch, that they becane Convinced thet they 
could not establish a@ So@iety of Believers 10 Canade, So they tha 
went to Sodus Bay (then So@iety in N,Y, sinee broken up) At ter ‘the 
Soeiety at Sodus Bay was removed to Grove] and (Lavina stonen, ¥) The 
two Brethren went with then, and remained there till their death, 

- gound: in the Faith and faithful in its practical dewonstration to t 
the end of their days, —— Here follows the prophecy delivered by 
Bro, Daniel, after he had fasted Sdays and Lay on his face the th ard 

night, --—— " Atthe present time the Church is in great peate and 


prosperity, and it seens as if nothing @ould arise to disturb he 
tranquility, But &@ @hange will Gome over her, and many will prove 
unfaithful and drop out from her ranke, Sorrow and adversity will 


visit her and desolation @ésolation and defectim will be such, 
that that even the @ost faithful and devoted among you, will begin 
to forebode the eitire ainihi latim of tne Churen, Bat this destrue. 
tion will not tak» place, but after she has reagned the lowest level 
of adversity, Sie will aPise and move on to & highe’ culmination 
of Glory than at any previous period and to the highest,reachable 
SO a0w after this long digression, [ will resume theigener al History 
of the Soeisty, On the 244 of Mareh of this year, our O11 M11] had 
to stop for want of Water, But we had made up to that date 1® Barr- 
els, the 24th of May, Sister Runice Serring out ofr 
the Ministry®s Order, at Union Village, and removes to Whitewater, 
in Gonpany with Elder Archibald and others, to take the first charge 
of that Soelety, Mm the 12th of June, the former Frame used for an * 
: Offies, was moved across the street andwps to be used for a Machine e 
Cooper -Shop,---- the 3lst of July, the following echenges were a 
nounced to the Soeiety in due form ad by tue Proper AuthoPities, & 
and Feceived the sanetim thereof, — Te souti Family were to Break’S 
up end be dispersed avong the other families of tne Church, Their bul 7 
dings were to be oecupied by the West Frame Fanily, The West France © 


|| to be oceupied by selected crow anohg tne younger 


vers, The Bast Family or Gathering Order were to be renoved to the 
North Lot buildings, from whence many were Pemoved to the W, Frame, 
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for the children of both sexes; -—also a few Brethren and sisters were 
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The East Family was to be occupied by childre mostly, but the fan- 
ily was furnished with 4 regular Elder's Order, and Care-takers were 


sent in from other families;the whole to constitute what was Called a 
Childrens' Order. This kind of a family had beon established long be- 
fore, but had been dissolved and the children scattered among the seve—- 
ral familyes of the Church. But it was tho't best ta try that plan once 
more, and see if any better resilits could be optained. It iasted for | 
some years, but at last it was abandoned and small squads of boys and — 
girls were kept in each of the families,as there did not appear to be 
any advantage, and even some disadvantages in having large podies of 
infants and youth in one family. The great move above referred to took 
plawe on the 12th of August of this year, and the several families re- 
adjusted in such a@ manner that the West Prame,Westbrick,Bast House all 
came to belong to one finencial Interest,while the North Lot and West 
Lot families were ordained to be Gathering Orders having a separate fi- 
nancial interest . But still they were spiritually suporadanate - the 
good Ministry and Elders of the Church, 

During the Autum of this year, an extensive excavation was 
made on the West side of the Gristmill pond, to let off surpius water 
‘when heavy freshets occurrd and danger apprehended to the dam, | 

On the 25th of Novamber a very serious accident vefell a Bro- 
ther from White Water, who was “p hore at work on our Busg-saw machine. 
His hand was cut off just at the wrist in less then a second. A most 
grievous misfortune }-—-not to be repaired in this life. This unfortun- 
ate Brother (by name Allen Agnew, ) went home and his ama had to be an—- 
putated twice before it finally vecame no longer hazardous of 
further dangerous results;—- - On THE First of December, two 
Brethren arrived from North Union to solicit our assistance in a mechan. 
ical line ,and on the fourth they returned with brotaer Samel Trotter — 
to assist them up there for a time. At this period taere was plainiy 

felt a decided want of that firm and judicious administration of govern. 
ment, which had characterised the former years wherei& our good Father 
David presided over the destinies of the Cmirch;—but yet the great Me— 
jority of the Society, still adhered with conscientious fidelity, to 
the ancient mies,orders and regulations and ezerted tiemselves to main 
tain the purity and integrity of their first Love and righteous atending 
before God.The machinations Of Abijah Alley were insidiously drawing 

some of the stars of Heaven to the ERarth, and he was intent upon underm— 
mining the Order and authority of the Winistry , and tho’ seriously smd 
conscientiously labored with by the Elders, he remained ovstinate and 
unreconciled, and continued in his rebellion until the ad of April of 
the following year when he made his exit from the Society. There was ££ 
likewise some who seemed to defy the authority of the existing Ministry 
and Eldership , from mere wantonness and want of that spiritual baptism 
which alone can render any one a fit and reconciled subject of the Gos- 
m8 of our blessed Savior and sur Heavenly Mother. A large munber of 

he younger portion of the Society were now of age, and as they began 
to look at their then present and what — be thear future candition, 


4 
~ > 
| 
s 
at 
~ 


~ the removal of Sister Bunitvte Serring to White Water.The vacancy on the 
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were driven hither and thither by the winds of speculation, and 
tempests and storms of scortitory pleasure,and the call of the Siren of — 
sexual enjoyment;: Py these they were led away from the quiet and peace _ 
ful retreat they hed been brought up in and took their flignt to an un- 
godly world.Perhaps this year of 1829 was as disastrous and painful a 
year from the causes just emmerated, as any in the annals of many FoRes 
in the experience of the Church. 

On the 22d of April Brother Wathan Sharp ( Trustee,) starts 

for West Union as agent for bringing the affairs of that Society to an 
orderly end selling out the premises;—am@ returning on the 26th of 
May.—--—-—— On the 30th of May Brother Jacob Longstreth is removed to 
the Office, from the North Lot (Gathering Order,) to assist at said Of- 


fice.On the 24th the Ministry arrived here to teke leave of Mother lucy 


Smith who is shortly to return to her former home at New Lebanon ( News 
york, ) no more to return.Said Ministry returned July 2d following. And 
on the 9th of June (1329, ) Mother tucy Smith,Eldvess Rachel and Sister 
Prudence Morrell ,—accompanied by Elder Richard McNEVAR,—set out for 


New Lebanon.(Eldress Lucy and Sister prudence to remain—tne others to 


return, ) -—--———- On the Oth of July we received word that the 50 sheep 
stolen sometime ago were sold to one J. Voris living in Reading a few m 
miles North of Cincinnati.And cn the 24 of August, 76 more were stolen, 
But the thief sank a scare and suddenly departed,leaving the shkaep this 


on the Sth (Aug. ) Brother Lewis Valentine went 


. October. Eider Richard MC Nemar and Eldress 


Rachel ian from their visit in the East,——by the way of North UN— 
jon accompamied from the latter place by Blder Ashbel Ritcneis 


lois Spinning and Brother Elisha Russell. 
On the 22d of October, Elder Archibald Mechan,(ae of the Min—- 


istry of White Water,here on a visit,) was arrested for an unfounded 


claim of $99.99. just as he was starting for his home. This suit was 
fPiked before Magistrate by one James Wallace an ex-shaker for work 


a ete at Wn@hehWater. He recovered te sum but it was a false claim. 


On the 24th of this month, Rufus Davis, Elisha Russell,and ## 
odgett, set out for North Union with Shead of English Cattle as 
to the new Cmirch at that place from the Churca at Union Vil- 
On the 3d of November, the Ministry and Elders of | 
the sunbeds held a& meeting tc select a Brother and Sister to fill the 
vacancies made in the Ministry's lot by the decease of Pather David, & 


a prese 


Brethren's side had #644 existed about 4 years;and at this meeting, it 
was decided to appoint Brother Joshia Worley to live as second ia Care, 
with Elder Solomon King. And Sister Nancy MONemar of the Church was cho 
sen to fili the second place in the Ministry with Eldress Rachel John-— 
son. and the announcement of these appointments was made to the whole ¢ 
Church in a few days after the meeting, and fully endorsed and agreed t 
to by said Church,and in this way the gift was approved and confirmed. 
And on the lith of November these eran teok their place in the 


Meeting House, . 
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| Atthis time A new edition of our Church Covenant was read accompa- 
nied by a circular letter from our beloved Ministry at Mount Lebanon. 
It was read and submitted for our serious consideration; and on the R7th 
Of December, the said Covenant and articles of acquittance were public- 
ly resd againin Cmirch meeting and approved by the members;,—and on the 
3lst of December, the Church Covenant or Constitution was signed by the 
Church members after being once more distinctly read in our Church Meet 
ing.As this Covenant has always been the most important instrument of 
compact ,union, strength and allegiance,—-Of the members of our Institu- 
tion, I have concluded to copy it hementire, so that the reader need 


not pe in the dark in regard to the principles at the foundation of our 
Community. 


The COVENANT or CONSTITUTION of the United Society of Believers 
commonly called Shakers—————---— "Come and let us Join ourselves to the 
Lord in a perpetual Covenant that shall not be forgotten". JERBsiah. 


A prief illustration of the principles on which the Goevenant of the 


United Society is founded. When man by transgression lost his primitive 
rdtitude, he then lost the unity of his tme interest both to God and 
his fellow creatures. Hence he became selfish and partial in all hes 
views and pursuits. Instead of feeling it his interest and Lappiness to 
honor and build up the cause of God,and benefit his fellow creatures,nis 
feelings were turned to exanlt and build up himself at the expense of 
the happiness and peace of his own species, and the loss of his unica 
to his Creator. - The object and design of the Covenanted inter 
est of the Church and the covenant relation of this Institution by 
which it is maintained;are,to regain the unity of that relation to God 
and that social order and connection with each other which mankind lost 
at the beginning; and to place it upon that solid foundation which san— 
not be overthrown;so that its blessings and effects may be felt and en- 
goyed by a11 whe are willing to build on that foundation as an ever—liv 
ing Institution. “ It is a matter of importence that thate who 
are admitted into this Imstitution,Should not be ignorant of the nature 
of such an undertaking;—-that they should know for themselves the prin-— 
ciples and practice of the Institution, and learn by their own experi-— 
ence what are the requirements of the Gospel. — In a Church rela— 
tdon founded on true Christian principles,one faith must 
govern all the members.Their interests mist be one, and all their plans 
and pursuits must be regulated by one head or leading influence,and #@ 
tend to one general end and purpose, according to that unity of faith 
Manifested in their written Covenant. For as a body without a head pos-— 
sesses neither life nor power, so a Church without a head or leading 
power, cannot support its existence, mich less maintain the life and 
power of the Cospel._———_—-Im the first associations of Believers,in # 
America,Their first opject was to locate themselves near together, for 
the benefit of religious worship and protection. And having determined 
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: to submit to the govermment of Christ, according to His revealed 
will to them, and to devote themselves to the service of God,and the m 
tual benefit of each ether,they found it most convenient for their pur— 
pose, and more conformable to the example of the prinitive Christians, 

to bring their property tpgether and unite it in one consecrated int ork— 
est for the mituasl benefit of the Institution. |. 

Agreeably to this plan,the idea cof a united interest was intro 
duced, and the property was entrusted to managers in whom they had full 
confidence, and who were considered faithful capable and trusty..A Gospel 
goverment in things spiritual and temporal was then established upon 
its proper foundation,————_—- It is proper to remark here,that the 
foundation of the real estate of the Church was laid, ,and a iarge por- 
tion of it was made upof property which was devoted and consecrated by 
persons Who have since left the world. And it was the special object & 
desire of those persons,as expressed in their last wills and testaments 
that it should forever remain a Consecrated interest ,devoted to the sa- 
cred purposees for which it was given, and which are expressed in the 
Covenant——_———_——— Another portion of this united interest has been made 
up of the consecrated property and kKabors of those who are still living 
and faithful in the sacred Cmise.Hence it is obvious that the Society 
can never appropriate this consecrated property to any other uses | 
without violating the sacred wills and defeating the pious int ent 6hpit 
of the consecrators,. 

The goverment of Christ in his Church is a Divine govermment, and 
all who justly expect to be benefited by it, mist come within the bounds 
of its protection acknowledge its authority and approve and yield obe- 
dience to its requirements: for it is a truth confirmed by the esperi- 
ence of all ages,that a zoverment whether human or Divine, cannot be 
beneficial to those who will not acknowledge itd authority and come un- 
der its protection.—— — Every Divine Institution emanating from God 
who is the God of Order, is necessarily formed according to some con — 
sistent principle.The Church of Christ must therefore be established | 
upon a foundation which cannot admit of a precarious or uncertain ten- 
ure. Divine Providence for wise purposes, has permitted all earthly gov — 
erments,In some way or manner, to emanate from# the people;-but when— 
ever Infinite Wisdom has seen fit to establish a spiritual or religious 
‘government, for the benefit of his covenamt people, it has necessarily 
origineted from Livine appointment;and its continuance has been signal— 
ty blessed by an overruling Providence.This is clear from the Pecords 
of Ssripture.God appointed Moses,and established nim a leader of the 
tribes of Israel. and by Divine Reve&ationn Mcses appointed Joshua to 
succeed him. —-—-—---—-— Altho’ these things were done under the law, they 
evidently pointed to a Gospel government, which was more Clearly meni— 
fested under the ministration of Jesus Christ,angd confirmed by his word 
and works."Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordainesd te — 
you. As my Father hath sent me, so send I you.” 
his .Aposties as the visible head and leaders of his Church; and tue 
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Apostles appointed their successors nes ordained Elders in every — 
Church.” And while the government of was kept, wt acknow!-— 
on this foundation, its purity was preserved;put when the? the infin-— 
of mman wisdom,the rulers of the Cmrrch came to be elected by 
then were produced those unkappy divisions by which the tyue union of 
the Cmirch was prokepits order destroyed "and the power of the Holv 
people scattered.» But when the second manifestation of the spirit @f 

Christ came forth in the revivalof the true faith and precepts of the ¢ 
Gospel for the testozation and establishment of the tzmie nature and or — 
der of the Church,then the same Divine Order of spiritual government 
was agein revésed,————- Hence the Ministerial Institution mist be 
econsidered as originating from Divine authority:-— Of course the appoint 
ment of the Ministry is,in reality, a Divine appointment, given through 
the preceding Ministry and confirmed and esteblished in tne Societyby t 
the general union and approbation of the Cmirch; end when duly establish_ i 
ed ;the first Visible authority ,together with the necessary powers of 
goverment are confided to them. --Hence to their authority, all final 
appeals must be siomitted for decision, As regulation and good omer 
are the strength and support of every Institution, so they are essen= 
tially necessary in all concerns of the Society. Hence arises the ne—- 
cessity of Eiders Deacons and Trustees,to conduct the various cohcerns 
of the Church and Society,which fall under their respective jurisdicticy. 
It is the province of the Elders to assist in the sparitual adminis- 
and government of their respective families or departments. The 
superintending Deseons or acting Trustees, are the conmstituraonal depos. 
itories of the tempcorel ptoperty which forms the united ana consecrated 
interest of the Cimirch, and the official agents for the transaction of 
temporal business with those without. And as the, gowerning power is 
vested in the Ministry, and supported by the general union of the Soei- 
ety, it is therefore very lubortant that the Elders,Deacons and Trustees 
in @ll their concerns should a proper union and understanding 
with the Ministry and with each other. -—- The present Omier of the get 
Church was first estaolished at New Lebanon in the year iveRz, under the 
ministration of Joseph Mecham and [icy Wright ,wh® were considered as the 
founders and spiritual leaders of Church Orderin thas day of Christ's 
Segond Appearing.Under their ministration, Ministers and Elders were 
appointed, to whom were entrusted the more immediate charge and protec- 
tion of Believers in the different Societies. Deacons were also appoint — 
ed to officiate as acting Trustees of the temporal concerns °f the Re- 
lievers who were then chllectihg into fanmilies,and getting into the om 
der of the Gospel.iIn this appointment David Meachan and Jonathan Walker 
were the first in temporal trust end took the charge of superiintending 
and regulating the consecrated interest and property of tre Church; sn 
by their labors and wiion, its temperal affairs were brought Into oréer 
As a prelininery to the establishment of Gospel order in the 
Churen, the tienibers thereof entered into a solemn Covenant with each 
other to stand as a Commimity, and keed the way of Go@ in Church rela- 
tion for the muitualsupnport end protection of each other, in their Chris. | 
tian travel,both in things spiritual and temporal. In this Cov ehant (i 
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Interest to the service of God,for the support and benefit of each 
other and for such other pious and charitable usegas the Gospel might ~~ 
require.As the light cf the Gospel increased, in the Church, and the : 
‘Neeessity of further improvements opened to view, it was found expedient 
to renew the Covenant, in order te renew its written fox. 

Though we consider the law of Christ planted in our souls, as 
more valid and more binding upon us,than written laws,creeds or Covenants 
because on our obedience to this law, depend all our nopes of happiness— 
Yete and hereafter; vet while our temporal prosperity remains under the 
influence of human lews,written instruments may serve to protect it a- 
gainst all unjust and unlawful claims from those without, and against 
any infringementsfron the lawless inveders of our just and eqnitabie 
rights and privileges.-—-- The written Covenant however, is but a tran 
{ script of the internal principles and law of Christ, which govern and 
protect this Society. _Covtrant 

| It is wortiy of PeHark ,into which the menbers of the Cmireh unenin— 
ously entered,was verbal;—-yet it was made in good faith,and being con- 
sidered by them as & sacred contract which was religiousiy binding upen 
them,it was conscientiously kept. In i795 it was committed to writing 
and signed by all the members. -——~-in 1801 it was renewed with the addi- 
tion of some amendments that were found by experience to be essential. 
Im Mareh 1814, it was again renewed with further amendments , and its 
written form considerably improved. mit in all its amendments and improv—_ 
ments the original and main object of the Covenant has siveye been kept 
in view, and the substance of it preserved entire. 
It is now More than sixteen vears since the last Covenant was 
executed. During this periodthe Church nas. passed through many trying v 
found a great increase of light and 
spiettual and temporal.Hence some further 
ainondments are found necessary, to make the written Covenant more com 
- Plete in its provisions,and patter Galcilated in its fora for a general 
Covenant applicablectocaal: the Branches of the Society; where Gospel 
orderis\ecetaabishadd;to protect the Cmirch and its members in their re—- 
ligious and consecrated rights and privileges,and to give ail concerned 
@ more Glear and explicit view of its nature and principles. — 
| It is therefore agreed that the Covenant Of 1814,be renewed, 
and its written form revised and improved as in the following Articles. 
New Zepanon, APRin 80th 18320, 


The foregoing brief illustration of the principles on which the Cot ¢ 
enant of the United Society is founded fithough in some Fespects apply- 
ing only to the Mother Chuirchet New Lebanon; ) appears so perfect, that 
we have inserted it entire;and shall oniy preface our Covenait with a 
few facts relative to the histery and organization of the Cmirch,or the 
pranch at Union Village —Ohio follows:——— 
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The branch of the United Society at Union Village, Ohio,was orgzanh- 
ized into Cmirch order in the year 1812, under the ministration of 
David Darrow,Rith Farrington and others; who were dily ordained and 
sent to this place from the Parent Cmirch at New Lepanon, to take the 
particular Gharge of all the Societies of Believers in the Weatern Statts 
(though under the general supervision of the Church at Kew Lebanon) }imae 
Under their ministration, Ministers and Elders were appointed, fo 
whom was intrusted the more immediate charrve and protection of Beliey— 


ers in the different Societies in the West.By them, Peter rease and oth. 


ers, were appointed to officiate as Trustees of the temporal concerns 
of the Church at Union Village--—-—————— At the above period of 1812, 
the Church here entered inte ,and executed their first Church Covenant, 
whieh renained wmaltered till the year 1318,when it was renewed with a 
few alterations and amendments — without any radical change as to 
its original design. 
in the year 13829,there was @ new edition of the cmurch covenant 

drawn wp at the Mother Cmirchat New Lebanon;a draft of which was sent 
to each of the different Societies,East and West,with liberty and a re- 
quest,for each Society to propose any amendments or alferations that 
might appear to them necessary, and wake returns of the saue to New Leb 
anon;——-This being done and a new draft made out,embodying all improve— 
ments;it was then expected to forward new copies,as amended and improv= 
ed,ta each Society for execution,and thereby attain a uniformity of the 
Instrument im all the Societies, But through inadvertence or wisunder- — 
standing ,the Church in this place approving the first draft, executed 
it forthwith, without making any returns or receiving any from New Leb— 
anon, Other Societies made returns, and of course received revised cop— 
. les;the consequence of which is, that ours differs somewhat from theirs, 

To obviate this circumstance, together with some others, occasioned by 
 @ subsequent change, or sub-division of the Cmirch (in a temporal point 
of view merely,) is the object cf the present renewal of the Church Cov 
enant. It is therefore agreed that that the Covenant of 13828 be renewed 
revised and improved as in the following Articles. 


UNION VILEAGE,APRIL 27th 
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The undersighed,Ministry of the United Society at New Lebanon, 
having duly examined the fcllowing Covenant which has been recommended — 
to the Society,and agreed to;-—and regularly signed and sealedby the mem 
bers of the Chuirch,do hereby approve of and recommend the same as a gen 
eral Constitution for the Cmirch at New Lebanonand Watervilet,and also 


for the United Societvin all its branches ,wherever and wneneverthey nay | 
bbe prepared to adopt it, | 


NBW LERANON APRIL 1830. 


@ 


| RUFUS. ‘BISHOP. 
MARY A. LARDOE. 
ASENATH CLARA, 
A Copy of the 


COVENANT or CONSTITUTION, 


We, the Brethren and Sisters of the United Society of Believers 
(called Shakers,) residing im the County of Warre, and State of Ohio, 
being connected together as a religious and social Commnity, distin— 
guished by the name and title of—The Cmirch of the United Society at 
Union Village, which for many years has been established, and in suc | 
cessful operation under the charge and protection of the Ministry and 
Bldershib thereof:—feeling the importance of not 


imming our spiritual covenant with each ot 
ing ‘and improving our social Compact, ‘al | amending hers written form 


 thereof:——-do make, ordain and declare the following Articles of agree— 
mentas & aumuary of the principles’, mies and regulations established 
in the Cmrch of said United Society whihhch are to be kept and main- 
tained>pyius,both in our collective and individual capacities,as a Cov- | 
enant or Comstitution,which shall stand as a lawful testimony of our Tre— 
ligious Association before all men, amd in all cases > 
law, relating to the possession and duprov enent af our united ard cone 
secrated interest , propery estate. 


ARTICLE lst. Of the Ministry. 


Wecsoleamlly dectare to Aen it may concern, 
that we heave received,and‘do hereby acknowledge as the foundation of 
our faith, Order amd government,the testimony or Gospel of Christ, in 
His first and second appearing; amd we do hereby solemnly agree to sup- 
port and maintain the same as administered by the Founders of this Soci. 
ety, and kept and conveyed Order of Ministration down 
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to the present day.;—And although (as a religious Society) we are 
varhously associated, with respect to the local situations of our res— 
pective Commnities; yetwe-are-y~et we are known and distinguished ass 
a peculiar people,and consider and acknowledge ourselves members of our 
general Commmnity, possessing one faith,amd subject to the administra— 
tion of one united and parental government , whic been regularly suppor— 
ted from the farst foindation pillars of the Institution, and which con— | 
times to operate for the support, protection and strength of every | 
part of the Commmity. | | 


SECTION 2. —Their Order and Office. 


We further acknowledge and declare, that for the purpose of promo— _ 
ting and maintaining union, order and harmony throughout the various 
branches of this Commmity,the Primary authority of the Institution 
has been settled inithe first established Ministry at iNew! Lebanon , 
there to rest and remain as the general center of unionNgy all who 
stand iin Gospel relation & commmion with this Society.The established 
order of this Ministry includes four persons,two of each sex. 


SECTION 3. PErpetuity of their Office and how supplied. 


We furter acknowledge and declare,that the aforesaid primary autho— 
rity has been ,and is to be perpetuated as follows,namely,that the 
first in that Office and calling possess the rignt, by the sanction of 
Divine Authority, given through the first Founder of the Society,to ap— 
point their successors, and to prescribe or direct any reguiation or ap 
pointment which they may judge most proper and necessary respecting the 
_Ministry,or any other importent matter which may concern the welfare of 
the Cmurch Or Society subsequent to their decease. 

But in case no such appointment or reguiation be so prescribed or 
directed, then the right to direct and authorize such appointments and 
regulations devolves upon the surviving members of the Ministryincounsel 
with the Elders of the Church,and others,as the nature of the case,in 
their judgement may require. Such appointments being officially comm-— 
Nnicated to all concerned, and receiving the general or of the 
Church, are and in The society. 


SECTION 4, Of the Ministerial Office in the several societies or 
Communities, 
We further acknowledge and declare,covenant & agree 
that the Ministerial Office and anthority in any Society or Comumity 
of our faith,which has emanated or may emanate,in a regular line of or 
der, from the center of union aforesaid, is,and shall be acknowleged, 
owned and respected as the spiritual end primary autnority, of such So-— 
clety or Commmity, in all matters pertaining to the Ministerial Office 
And in case of the decease or removal of any individual of said Minis— 
try, in any such Society, his or her lot and place shall be filled by 
cetera of the re Ministers,in counsel with ‘he Elders of the 
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: As the mature of the case may require , Together with the knowledge 
7 and approbation of the Ministerial authori tv at New Lepanon aforesaid. 


SECTION 5, Powers and.duties of the Ministry. 


We further acknowledge and declare, that the Ministry being appoin~_ 

ted and established as aforesaid,are vested with the primary authority 
a of the Cmrch and its various branches;hence it becomes their special 
_ duty to guide and superintend the spiritual concerns of the Society, as 
a body of under their care and csovernment; and in comnection 
with the Elders in their respective families and departments, who shall 
act in union with them, to give and establish such craers,mies and 
regulations as may be found necessary for the government snd protection 
of the Cimirch and Society within the limits of their jurisdiction, and. 
also to counsel, advise and judge in all matters,of importance, whether 
Spiritual or temporal. The said Ministry are also invested with author 
ty, in connection with the Elders aforesaid, te nominate and appoint 

to office,Mjnisters, Elders,ena Trustees and Deacons, and to assign of- 
fices of care and trust to such brethwen and Sisters, as they, the said 
Ministry and Blders shall Judge to be best qualified for the several Of 

“aces to which they may be appointed; -——-And we hereby covenant and a— 
such nominations and appointments being made and officially 
communicated to those comcerned, and receiving the general approbation 
of the Church —as aforesaid,or of the families concerned, shall thence- ~ 
forth be be confirmed and supported until altered or revoked by the a- 
thority aforesaid, | 


ARTICLE 11. Institution of the Church. 
SECTION 1, —The ovject and design of Church relation, 


We further acknowledge and agree,that the great object,purpose and de — 
sign of our uniting together as a Cmirch or body of people in stcial gt 
and religious compact, is,faithfully and honestly to occupy and improve 

the various gifts and talents,poth of a spiritual and temporal nature, 

with which Divene Wisdom has blest us,for the service of God,for the 
honor of the Gospel,and for the mutual protection, support, and happi-— 
hess of each other,as Brethren and Sisters in the Gospel, and for such 
other Ddilous and charitable purposes as the gospel may require, 


| 


SECTION 2. Who are not admissable into church relation. 


As the unity purity and stability Of the Church,essentially de - : 
pend on the character and qualifications of its members; and as it is a 
matter of importance that it should not be encumbered with persons not _ 
duly qualified for that distinguished relation:— therefore,we agree, that 
ho member of any Company Or association in busimess or civil concern; 
ho co—partner in trade;mo person under any legal,invadlvement or obliga- 
tions of service,;mo slave nor deemed qualified 
for admission into the Covenant relation and commimion of the Church. 
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may bejust ily their own.When this is done, and they feel themselves sufficieht 
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SECTION 3. Preparation for admission into the Church, 


In order that Believers may be prepared for entering into ther 
sacred privilege of Church relation, it is of primary importance that oa 
sufficient opportunity and privilege should be afforded under the min- 

istry of the Gospel,for them te acquire suitable instruction in the 77m 
uine principles of righteousness,Honesty,dustice and Holiness;and also 
that they should prove their faith and Christian morality By their prac~ 
tical obedience to the preceptd of the Gospel,according to their in- 
structions, It is also indispensably, necessary for them to receive the 
uniting spirit of Ghrist,and to be so far of one heart and mind,that 4 
they are willing to sacrifice allother relations for this sacred one. 
Another essential step is,to gpg settle all just and equitable claimg 
of creditors and filial heirs;so that whatever property they posses=“Bsqa 


ly prepared to make a deliberate and fimal chaice to deyote themselves, 

_wholly,to the service of God,without reserve,and it spall be deemed 
Proper by the leading authority of the Church, after examination and de 
consideration,to allow them to associate together in the capacity of 2 
Cmurch,or a branch thereof in gospel order;they way then consecrate 
themselves,and all they possess,to the serwice of God foreever,and conf 

fire the same by sigming a written Covenant ,predicated upon the princi- 
ples herein contained, and fulfitging on their part,all its oblica- 


SECTION 4.--—— Admission of new members. 


As the door must be kept open for the admission of new members in- 
to the Chrch,when duly prepared, it iis agreed that each and every pe 
son who shall at any time after the date and execution of the Church 4 
Covenant ,in any branch of the Commmity,be admitted into the Church, 
as a member thereof, shail, previously, have a feir opportunity to ob-— 
taina full, clear and explicit understanding of the object and demicn ¢ 
of the Church Covenant ,and of the obligations it enjoins on its members. 
For this purpose he or she shall,in the presence of two of the Deacons, 
or acting Trustees of the Church,read said Covenant, or hear the same 
distinctly read,3s0 as to be able, ¢freely, to acknowledge his or full ap 


probation and, accer ce,.t ner 1, its. parts.. Then-i she 
COZ b- Al Sai parks.. 

penérits privileges thereof,and be subject to all the obligations | 


required of the original signers: And the signature or signatures thus 
added, shall be certified by the said Deacons or Trustees,with the date 
thereof. 


SECTION 5. Concerning Youth and Children, 


Youth and children, being minors,cannet be received as members of 
the Church,in its Covenant relation; vet it is agreed that they may be 
received under the immediate care and government of the Church,at the ¢ 
desire or consent of such person or persons as have a lawful right to, 


4 
| 
5 
i 
4 
| 


70, UNION VILLAGE. 1829. 


OR control of, such minors, together with their own desire Or con- 


sent; but no minor under the cate of “ae church can be employed therein 
| for — of any Kind. 


ARTICLE 111.0f the Trusteeship. 


“SECTION 1. Appointment, qualifications and powers of the Trustees. 


In the establishment of order in the various branches of the Society. 
It has “peen found necessary thet superintending Deacons or agents Should ~ 
be appointed and authorized to act as Trustees of the tempotalities of 
the Church. Deaconesses are also associated with them to saperintend 
A the concerns of the female depattment.Thev must be recommended by their 
| honesty and integrity,their fidelity and trust,&their capacity fpr bus— 
iness. Of these qualifications the Ministry and Elderd must be the judg 
es.--—These Trustees are generally known among us by the title of Office 
Deacons,and being appointed by the authority aforesaid,& supported by 
the general approbation of the Church,they are vested with power to 
take the general charge and oversight of all the property,estate & inter 
est ,dedicated,devoted,consecrated and given up for the penefit of the 
Church;to hold ,intrust,tke fee of a11 landa belonging to the Church; 
together with all gifts, grants & donations which heve been, or may be 
hereafter dedicated devoted, consecrated up the 
said property, Estate, interest »gitts, grants & donations, shall constitute 
the united and consecrated interest of the Church,& shall be held in 
trust by said Deacons as acting Trustees—in their official capacity ,& 
by their successors in said Office and trust forever. 


SECTION 2. Duties of the Trustees, 


It is, & shall be tho duty of the said Deacons or acting Trustees 

to improve, use & appropriate the said united interest fdx: the benefit 
of the Cmireh in all its departments,& for such other religious & char 

Gospel may require;& also to make all just & 
equitable defence in law,for the protection and secutity of the conse- 
crated & nnited interest, rights,and privileges of the Cmurch & Society 

jointly and severally,as an associated Commmity,as far as cizcumstanc 

es,& the nature of the case may require. —-Provided navertheless, that + 
the transactions of the said Trustees,in the use manag pro— 
tection , defence® disposal of the aforesaid interest ,shall be for the 
benefah & privilege,and in behalfgt the Church or of the society as 
aforesaid,and not for any private interest ,object of purpose whatever. 

(and Eiders. 
SECTION -3. Trustees to give information and be Tesponsiple to Ministry 


tt shall also be the duty of the said Tristees to give in for 
mation to the Ministry and Elders of the Church,concerning the general 
state of the temporal concerns of the Church & Society comiitied to 
their charge,& to report to said authority all losses sustained in the 
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united interest thereof ,which shall come under their cofmisance; & 

& no @isposal of the real estate of the Cmirch,nor aly important inte?™ 

est, ivolving the association in any manner,shall be nade without the 

previous knowledge and approbation of the Ministry aforesaid;to whom 

the said Deacons oer Trustees are,and shall at all times be held respon 
sible in all their transactions. 


SHOTLON 4, --Account Books & Books of record to be kept. 


It +n, and shall be the duty of the said Trustees or Office Deacons to 
keep,or cause to be kept, regular Books of account,in which shall be en— 
tered the debit & credit accountsof all mercantile operations & businags 
transactions between the Church & others; all receipts & eapedatirrer, 
ponds, motes, and bills of account,and all other matters pertainia to 
the united interest of the Church;so that its financial concerns may be 
readily seen & known whenever called for by the proper authority,—eam 
also,a Book or Books of record,in which shall be recorded a true and 
Correct copy of this Covenant; also, all appointments, removals & changes 
In office of Ministers, Elders, Deacons & Trustees;a11 admissions, relove 
als,decease and departure of menbers ; together with all other matters & a) 
transactions of a public nature are to recorded for 
the benefit of the Cnurch , | 
Vatiion and security of the doounents. papers and inst#unents: 
pertaining to the united interest & concerns of the Church, comaitted to 
their charge. And the said records shall,at all tines,be open to the in— 
spection of the leading authority of the Cmirch,who shall appoint en An- 
ditor or Auditorsto examine and correct any errors that may,at any time 
be found in the accounts,& whose signatures &.date of inspectionshall > 


ve deemed sufficient authority for the correctness and validityof the# 
facts & matters therein recorded. ai 


* » 


SECTION 5.-—--Truistees to execute a declaration of Trust, 


For the better security of the united & consecrated interest of the | ' 
Cmirchto the proper uses & purposes stipulated in the Covenant,It shall 
be the duty of the Trustees or Trustees,who may be vested with the laws 
ful titleOr claim to theeweal estate of the church, to make & execute a 
Declaration of Trist,in due form of law,embracing all & singular,the # 
lands, tenements & hereditanents with every mattor of interest pertaini= 
ing to the Church,which, at the time being,mav be vesied in him or them 
or that may in future come under his or their charge,d@uring his or theiy 
Trusteeship. ?he said Declaration shall state expressly, that such Trus— 
tee or Trustees hold such lands,tenements,hereditements and all person— | 
al property of eWery description, beloning to the Church or Society ,IN a 
TRUST,for the uses & purposes expressedin,& subject to the miles,regula 
tions and conditions prescribed BY the Covenant Or Constitution of 
the said Church,or any amendments thereto which may hereafter be adopt— 
ed by the general approbation of the Church,& in conformity to the Prin 
itive faith & acknowledged principles of the Society; and the said dec- 
laration shall be in writing ,duly executed under the hand and seal 
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of such Trustee or Trustees,and shall be recorded in the Book of 
Records, provided for in the preceding section. 


SECTION 6. ——-Vacancies in certain cases how supplied. 


e, further covenant and agree,that im case it should at any time h 
happen,the Office of Trustee should become vacant,by the death or defec— 
tion of all of the Trustees in whom may be vested the fee of the lands 
or real Estate belonging to said Church or Society; then,and inthat 
case,a successor or successors shall be appointed by thr constitutédnel 
Authority recognized in the Covenant,according to the miles & reguieha® 
prescribed by the same;—and the said appointment ,peing duly recordedin 
the Book of Recordsprovided for in this ARTICLE, shall be deemed,&is a 
hereby declared to vest im such successor or successors, all the Pight! 
interest and Authorityof his or their predecessorsin respect to all 


such lands property or to the Cmurch or Society afore-. 


IV. Of the Eldership, 


SECTION 1. Cheice & apvointment of Elders. 


The united interests & objects of Believers establisned in Gospel 
order,requires that Elders should be chosen & appointed for the spirit- 
ual protection of families, who are to take the lead in their several 
departments,in the care & government of the concerns of the Cmirch,4of 
the several familiesperteining to the Society.Their muuber & order 
should correspond with that of the Ministrv.They are required to be per 


wes of good understanding,of approved faithfulness & integrity,& eift— 
‘in administration, They mist be selected and appointed 
the Ministry ,who are to judge of their qualifications. 


SECTION &. Duties of the Elders, 


As faithful Wetchmen on the walls of Zion,it becomes the duty of 
the Eldersto watch over their respective families,to instruct the mem 
bers in their respective duties;-to counsel, encourage, admonish, exhort 
and rpprove, as occasion may require;to Lead the worship;to be examples 
to the membersof obedience to the principles & orders of the Gospel,& 


to see that ordess,ruies and regulations pertaining to theis respective 
ilies or departments are properly kept. 


ARTICLE V. Of family Deacons and Deaconesses, 


The office of family Deeccns & Deacomesses has long peen establish— 
ed in the Church,& is essestially necessary for the care, management & 
directionof the domestic concerns gf in each family,order or branch of 
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der; to.watbli over, eeunsel &Counsel & direct the menbers in their var 


_to buy & seli, nor in any way to dispose of theiProperty under their 


The United interest of the Church having been formed by the free—will 


signed for,and devoted to the uses and purposes of the Gospel forever, | 


the Church. They are required to be persons of correct & wellgronn— 
ded faith in the established principles of the Gospel; honest & faithinl 
in duty,closely united to their Eldes,& of sufficient capacity for busi— 
ness,Of these qualifieations the Ministry & Elders ,by whom they are 
chosen & appoimted are to be the judges Their mimber in each family is 
generally two of each sex,but may be mare or less,according to the size 
of the family & the extent of their various duties, 


‘SECTION 2, Their duties & obligations. 


THE Deacoms & Deaconesses of families are entrusted with the care 
& oversight of the domestic concerns Of their respective families. WSs 
their duty to make proper arrangementsin business;to maintain good or 


ious occupations,as occasion may require;to make application to the Of-— 


fice Deacons for whatever supplies are needed in the several departments \| 


of the family; to maintain union, harmeny & good understanding with the 
said Office Deacons & Deaconesses;& to report to their Hiders,the state 
of matters which fall under their cognizance & observation. But their 

power is restricted to the domestic concerns of their respective famililics 
or departments,& does not extend to any immediate or direct correapond- 
ence or intercourse with those without the bounds of the Church: They h 
have no imiuédiate concernwith trade & Commerce;it is not their business 


care, except with the union & appropation of the Trustees, ‘ 


ARTICLE VL.—Privileges & ‘of Menibers. 


SECTION1. Benefits & privileges of Members in. Ghixeoh Relation. 


offerings and pious donations of the members respectively,for the ob- 


jects & purposes already stated,it cannot be considered either as a 
joint 


Hey or a tenancy in common at a consecrecrated whole, de — 


agreeable to the established principles of the Cmirch;—— 

Therefore, it shall be held,possessed & enjoyed by the Church. int 
their united capacity,as a sacred Covenant right; that is to say,all, 
and every thereof ,while standing in Gospel union,& maintaining 
the principles of the Covenent,shall enjoy equal rights,benefits,& priv-— 
ijlezes,in the use of all things pertaining to the Chirech, accomiing to 
theiz several néeds & cirmmstances;& no difference shall be made on @¢ 
account of what any one has contributed & devoted,or may hereafter con- 
tribute or dad deyote,to the support and benefit of the Institution. 
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SECTION &. PROVISO, 


«It is nevertheless PROVIDED, STIPULATED AMD AGREED, that in case 
any one, having signed this Covenant, shall afterward forfeit his or 


her claimto membership, by renouncing the principles of the Society, 


or by wilfully & obstinately violating the rules A regulations thereof, 


| then, & in that case,nis or her claim to all the aforesaid penefits, 
i} privileges and enjoyments,shall be equally forfeited. 


SECTION 3. Obligations. of Members, 


A@ subordination & obedience are the life and soul of every well 


 Pegulated Commumity;so,our strength & protection, our happiness & pros- 


perity,in our capacity of Cluirch memiers, mist devend om our faithtul 
obedience to the rules & orders of the Church,& to the instruction, coun. 
sel & advice of its leaders: -——— Therefore, ,we do hereby covenant & a-— 
gree,that we will receive & acknowledge our Elders in the Gospel, thoae 
members of the Chuirch,who are, or shall be chosen and appointed,for the 
time being, to that Office & calling,by the mithority aforesaid;& also, 
that we will,as faithful Brethren & Sisters in Christ, conform and sub- 


| ject to the known & established principles of our Commmity, & to the 


counsel and direction of the Elders,who shall act in union as afopesaid 
& also to all the orders, mies & regulations which now are,or which 


may be given & established in the Cmurch,according te the principles, 


& by the authority aforesaid, 


SECTION 4. DUTIES OF THE 


The faithful improvement of our time and talentsin doing good, is 
a duty which God requires of mankind as rational & agpcountable beings, 
& more especially as members of the Chureh of Christ; —therefore it is, 
& will be required of all & every member of this Institution, unitediy 
& individually, to occupy & improve their time & talents to support & 


| maintain the interest of the same,to promote the objects of this Cove—— 


nant ,& discharge their duty to God & each other,according to their sev- 


eral abilities & callings,as members in union with one common lead;so t 


that the various gifts & talents of ALL may be improved for the penerss 
of BACH & all concerned. a 


SECTION &,. No special Claims in case of removals. 


As we esteem the mutual possession & enjoyment of the Consecrated 


Interest & principles of the Church,a consideration fully adequate to 


any amount of personal interest,labor or service,or any other contripu- 
tion made ,deyoted or conSeCrated by any individnal ;—se we congider that 
ho ground of action can lie, either in law or equity,for the recovery 
of any property ,or service,devoted or consecrated es aforesaid. -—And 
we firther agree, that in case of the removal of any member or members 
from one family,seciety,or bramch of the Church te another oe or 
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previous signature or signatiresto the Ciirch or family Covenant, 

from whence he,she,or they, shall have removed,shall forever bar ali 

- @lains which are incompatible with the true intent and meaning of this 

 Covenant,in the seme mammer as if such removal had not taken place;yet, 

all who shall so remove in union,& with the approbation of their Elders 
shall be entitled to all the penefits, & privileges of the family or or 
der in which they shall be blaced,as - they snall coutorm to the mules & 

reguiations of the same. 


ARTICLE VII. Dedication & release. 
SECTION 1. De@deetien of persona, services & property. ~ 


according to the faith of the Gospel which we have received,& agreo— 
able to the uniform practice of the Chureh of Christ from its first os- 
tablishment in the Society,WE COVENANT AND AGREEto dedicate , devote,é& 
consecrate & give up,& by this Covenant WE DO SOLELY & CONSCIENTIOUS-— 
LY dedicate devote, consecrate & give up oursalves& our services, togeth— 
er with all our temporal interest, to the service of God and the sup-— 
port & benefit of the Church of Christ in tnis Commmity,& to such oth i 
er pious & charitable purposes as the Gospel may require,to be under 
the care & diroction of the proper constituted authorities of the said ; 


Church,according to the true meaning & intent of the Covenant, . the es- — 1 
tablished rules & practice of the Church. = | 


SECTION &. Declaration & release of private alain. 


Whereas, in pwrsuance of the requirements of the Gospel, & in the 
- fll exercise of our faith,reason A understending,we have freely & wol- 
untarily sacrificed all self interest ,& have devoted our persons, sew¥+— 
ces & our property as aforesaid,to the pious A& benevolent purposes of 
the Gospel ;——-THEREFORE,We do, hereby, solemnly, & conscientiously ,unit— 
ediy,& individually,for ourselves,our heirs & assigns,release & 
Claim to the Deacons,or those who,for the time being,are the acting | 
Trustees of the Cmirch,for the uses & plrposes aforesaid, ALL our pri- 
vate personal right, title, interest claim & demand ,of, in to the estate, 
interest , property apgurtenances, 80 consecrated, dewoted, & given wp: 
And we hereby jointly Ro Sabo ¢ promise A declare,in- the presence of 
God &' never hereafter,neither directly 
nor indirectly any circumstances whatever ,contrary to the stipu- 
lations of this Covenant make mor require any account of any interes?®, 
property ,labor or service, nor division thereof,which is,has peen or 
whatever,against the said or nor the Church cr 
Society, nor against any member thereof ,on account of any property or 8 
service given,rendered,devotedor consecrated to the aforesaid sacred & 


charitable purposes.—~ ———- Ahd we also ratify & confirm here— 
ae every act & deed which we,or ay of us , have acted or done agpee— 
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SECTION 2. PROVISO. 


It is nevertheless PROVIDED, STIPULATED AND AGREED, that in case 
any one, having signed this Covenant, shall afterward forfeit his or 
her clainto membership, by renouncing the principles of the Society, 
or by wilfully & obstinately violating the rules A regulations thereof, 
then, & in that case,his or her claim to all the aforesaid benefits, _— 
privileges and enjoyments,shall be equally forfeited. 


SECTION 3. Obligations, of Members, 


As mibordination & opedience are the life and smii of every well 
regulated Commimity;so,our strength & protection, our happiness & pros— 
perity,in our capacity of Cluitch memiers, mist depend om our faithful 
Obedience to the rules & orders of the Ghurehn,& to the instruction, coun. 
sel & advice of its leaders: Therefore, ,we do hereby covonant & a— 
gree,that we will receive & acknowledge our Elders in the Gospel, thoae 
Members of the Cruirch,who are, or shall be chosen and appointed,for the 
time being, to that Office & calling,by the authority aforesaid;& also, 
that we wili,as faithful Brethren & Sisters in Christ, conform and sub- 
ject to the known & established principles of our Commimity, & to the 
counsel and direction of the Elders,who shail act in union as afopesaid 
& @lso to all the orders, mies & regulations which new are,or which 


may ve given & established in the mre ,according to the principles, 
& vy the authority aforesaid. 


SECTION 4, DUTINS OF THE MEMBERS. 


The faithful improvement of our time and talentsin doing good, is 
@ duty which God requires of mankind as rational & agcountable beings, 
& more especially as members of the Churen of Christ, —therefore it is, 
& will be required of all & every member cf this Institution, uwnitediy 
& individually, to occupy & improve their time & talents to support & 
maintain the interest of the same,to promote the objects of this Cove- 
nant .& discharge their duty to God & each other,accoriing to their sev- 
eral abilities & callings,as members in union with one common lead;so t 
that the various gifts & talents of ALL may be inproved for the — 
of @ACH & all concerned. , 


SECTION 5. Wo special claims in case of removals. 


As we esteen the mitusel possession & enjoyment of the Consecrated 
Interest & principles of the Church,a consideration fully adequate to 
any amount of personal interest,labor or service,or any other contribu- 
tion made devoted oy consecrated py any individnal,—se we consider that 
ho ground of action can lie, either in law or equity,for the recovery 
of any « “perty,or service,devoted or consecrated as aforesaid. -—And 
we farther ezree, that in case of the removal of any member or members 
from one family,soeciety,or bramch of the Church te or 
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Previous signature or signaturesto the Church or family Covenant, 


from whence he,she,or they, shall have removed,shalil forever bar all 


Claims which are incompatible with the true intent and meaning of this 
Covenant ,in the seme mammer as if sich remowal had not taken pilace;vet, 
all who shall so remove im uwnion,& with the appropation of their Elders 
shall be entitled to all the benefits,& privileges of the family or or 


der in which they shall be blaced,as they snail eniacaicten to the mules & 
reguiations of the same. 


ARTICLE VII. Dedication & release. 
SECTION 1. Dedication of persons, services & property. 


according to the faith of the Gospel which we have received,& agreo— 


a@ble to the uniform practice of the Cmiureh of Christ from its first es— 


tablishment in the Society,WE COVENANT AND AGREEte dedicate , dewote,& 
consecrate & give up,& by this Covenant WE DO SOLEMNLY & CONSCIENTLOUS-— 
LY , dedicate devote,consecrate & give up oursalves& our services, togeth— 
er with all our temporal interest, to the service of God and the sup-— 
port & benefit of the Cmirch of Christ in tnis Commmity,& to such oth- 
er pious & charitable purposes as the Gospel may require,to be under 
the care & diroction of the proper constituted authorities of the said — 
Cimirch,according to the true meaning & intent of the Cowenant,& the es— 
tablished rules & practice of the Cmirch. 


SECTION 2. Declaration & release of private claim, 


Whereas, in pursuance of the requirements of the Gospel,& in the — 
full exercise of our faith, reason A understanding,we have freely & 
untarily sacrificed all self interest ,& have devoted our persons, sew¥+— 
ces & our property as aforesaid,to the pious A& benevolent purposes of — 
the Gospel;——-THEREFORE,We do, horeby , solemnly, & conscientiously ,unit— 
ediy,& individually,for ourselves,our heirs & assigns,release & quit— 
Claim to the Deacons,or those who,for the time being,are the acting 
Trustees of the Church,for the uses & plrposes aforesaid, ALL our pri- 
vate personal Tight, title, interest, Claim & demand,of,in & toe the estate, 
interest ,propertyi&anmirtenances, so consecrated, devoted, & giwem up: 


And we hereby jointly y promise A declare, in: the presence of 
God &' 


never hereafter, neither directly 


hor indirectly ,under any whatever, contrary to the stipu- 


lations of this Covenant ,make mor require any account of any interes?, 
property ,labpor or service, nor any thereof which is,has peen or 


Ray, D devoted 13,9” or 1 508 NLT atoresaid 
pring any @ of debt or Li im nor demand 


Society, nor against any member thereof ,on account of any property or 
service given, rendered ,devotedor consecrated to the aforesaid sacred & 
charitable purposes. And we also ratify & confirm here— 
sh every act & deed which we,or any of us , Nave acted or done agree— 


» 
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year of our Lord % Savior —One thousand eight Mmindred And #@RTY One. 


Ward principles governing our entire practice and life. It may undergo 


principles of the Gospel, for that would mean the disintegration of the 


are building have their origin in the immtable & eternal principles 


even if we prove to be so unwise or so rudimental & vicious, that we 


often prophesied, even by our own people when under the solemn inspira-— 
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to the true intent and meaning of the Covenant. ea | 

In confirmation of all the aforesaid statements, covenants, 
promises & articles of agreement,we have hereunto subscribed our names | 
& affixed our seals,On & after this twenty seventh day of April,in the | 


This, the manner and form of our Covenant, & there has been no in- el 
portant change in it since 1829, It seems to be predicated upon princi- 
Ples, which can be depended upon, to live and die by. It has seemed to | 
answer all purposes of daily life, as well as a substantial and legal 
@efence against the unjust and cruel machinations of lawless Dersecuta=: 

ors who have at one time and another, tried hard to overtiirow the work 
of the Gospel in which we are engaged, and the Instrument, by which we 
are practically,legally and religiously represented to the outside 
world, and which we acknowledge as an external Manifesto, of the in — 


many changes of a tenporgry or wiimportant character, but it is not 
likely to ever be so modified as to do away with anv of the primary 


Cmirch And Society at once. We feel that the foundations upon which we 


of the Universe, --Therefore they are as the ancient Laws of the Per- 
sians and cann naever be altered. We think that if they are not eternal 
then of course the ar aia upon which they are 


built cannot be 
At all hazzerds, the PRINCIPLES are im no danger of annihilation, 


forsake our allegiance to our Covenant & principles, and sink back inte. | 
the chaos of a rudimental world of mere creations disregarding the subwne, | 
ultimates of Man's destinv; why then the principles remaining intact, | 
God will raise up others who will be more worthy, to take our places. 
and carry these sublime & eternal principles te their legitimate ULTI- 

MATES the glory and perfaction of God & Man. However, We still,fuliy 9 
believe, that we Shall prevail; and though we may have to pass thrmgh 

many adversities, and very heavy & desolate strippings, (as has been 


tions from on High;)yet we also believe that when the winter of our ad-— 
versity is over,a still higher dispensation of perfection & glory will 
be shed forth upon the Church from ON HIGH, tham has ever heretofore 
peen vouchaat od her, It is therefore for us to be found P ihstcuapoany, and 


praying" —‘redeeming the time because the days are evil’ for in this | 
good work we shall surely be in the best condition to meet either adver— | 
sity or prosperify, or prosperity and constitute a neucleus, around ' 
which the very few-who are ready and even longing for something better i 
than any thing on the rudimental plane, can. 4 This class of mnger | 
ing anc thirsting seuie after a Righteousness, which shall exceed that 
of the scribes Pharisees; increase;—_ 
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OFFICE 


UNION VILLAGE. | 
| Unitep Society OF SHAKERS. | 


| UNION VILLAGE.WARREN CO..OHI0. Unio Vill aize, 1830, 


(n the 6th of February of this year, a Counei] We@luding Ministry 
klders and Trustees assenbled at tme Office, in whieh meeting sever 


al changes wePe proposed and agreed to, And on the Mtn of the sane 
month they were Communicated to the Churen, These changes Were as fol- 
| lowe That Richard MeNeuar be Peleased from the Eldersnip for 
the present, at the Celter douse, and that Andrew C.douston take 

his place; ~and taat MC Newar [111 the place vacated by Andrew 


at the Brick House, Ta at Jane Buchanan be released frow the Elder's 


lot at the Center and that #lizamarp be the first Eldress; and ++ 
that Molly Kitehell live with Eliza as second, -That Lewis Valeitines 
be released from the Trusteeship, and Henry Valentine # take his 
place, -Ithanar Jonnson was also appointed to the Trusteemip in 
place of Daniel Boyd Pesigned, ——- The present Order of the Mig ist— 
ry ,flders, Trustees, and family Deacons, was read and approved by 
the whole body without dissent, 


MINISTRY, 


Sol omon King, 


Rachel Johnson, 
Josiua Worley, 


Neney MeNemer, 
BLDERS ~CBVTER HOUSK, 


Daniel Serr ing, Eliza Garp, 


Andrew C,n0u ston, | MOLLY Kitenell, 


ELDERS -BRICK HOUSK, 
Willien Sharp, Anna Boyd, 


Janes Nene, Caty Rubert, 


ELDERS -NORTH HOUSE, 
Atoer Bedelle, 


Chear}otte Morr ell. 
JOSeph C, Worley, 


Betsy Dunlavy, 


ELDERS ~SOUTH HOUSR, 
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. 


- 


> 
LA 
| 
4 
| 
j 
l i 62 


v8. OFFICE UNION VILLAGE. 1830, 
UniTED SOCIETY OF SHAKERS. 
UNION VILLAGE WARREN CO_OHI0. 
Union Village, inusd) 
ELDERS -WEST BRICK HOUSE, 
Eli Houston, bas 4 
Johan Gee J, aty Boyd, 


Charity Slater, 


Naétneniel Taylor, 


ylor, Watts, 
Clark Valentine, Martha Houston, 


BLDERS -RAST HOUSE, 
Janes Smith, 


Ky 
YAYSTEES-OR OFFICE DEACONS AVD DFACOVRSS 
Naten Sharp, | 
Polly Thoma 
fthauar Johnson, | 


FAMILY DEACONS AND DEACDVESSEE, 
Thomas Hunt, 


Betsy Wait, 
Willian Davis, 


Betsy Patterson, 


Amos Valentine, Rachel Duncan, 


Daaiel miller, Susannah miller, 
Williau Rugyon, Jeaay Slater, 
semuel Holloway, Janna 
Jesse Legier, Esther davis, 


Te above organization and arpangeneit has reference only to what 
was denominated the Chureh proper,—There were at this time, three 
other Families -Viz, The North Lot, the West Lot, end The Grist mill 
fanilies, The last mentioaed tho belonging to the Chh, proper was 
was not supplied with a Reguler Order of Elders, (being very salt) 
but were under the spiritual care of the Center douse Elders, Also 
A femily formerly lived on the South side of the Lebanon Roadabout. 


a quarter of a nile fron the Cross Roads, It was @ School, Or Chil- 


drea’s fanily, and was brokea up about the year. 1826 of possibly as 


early as 1827, The abovgtia ,was the regularly organized condition 
of the CH, properin the year 1830, 
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Unitep Society oF SHAKERS. 
UNION VILLAGE WARREN Co..OHIo. UN Vi ( 1830¢ on Linked,» 


On the 2£d of February Of this year a don ation of clothes, bedding, 
&G, were collected and sent to the Chureh at North Union on account 
of a disastrous fire they had sustained there a short time previous— 


ly, And wléer Joshua worley set out with a team on the 23d,to conve 
seid goods to our suffering Breteren aad sisters at said society, 

On the 16th of Mareh,all the deeds and conveyences of 1an2 
belonwing to the Chh,( Containing at that time, about 3@2 acres, ) 
were Collected for tne Puppose of making out beclarations of Trust;— 
whi@n was secordingly done and duly executed by each of the Trustecg. 
tae 15th of May, Bietnren, Itianar add Williaa Davis, pure ased 
head of cattle for 14, 5 Oper h ead, OD the lst of June, Elder: 


_ Solonon, and Elder Isseenar, started on a visit to New Rebenon, an a 


returned on the 2d of the following September, Gn the gist of July, 


another Wagon load of property, i(Goods &@,) starts for White Water 

to supply losses sustained by that Soeiety, fr on Goods 

estimated at $150,86, 

Ca the 7th of Nov, The Church being assembled at the Meeting rouse, 

The Ministry made Known the following ch engesrel ative to the Center. 

and Brick douses, Vig, That the care of both these Families be conmit. 

ted to one lot of klders, who shall live in the Cater dousej;namely 
William Sharp, Andrew C,no0uston, Anné Doyd and Eliza charp, Daniel 
heretofore klder of the Center Fanlly, is relased end goes 

to Waite Water to stand as assistant to Elder APechibald MéGd an, at 

that soeliety, These @h@iges being approved by tne Churen, took 
= effect on the Oth of the same wontn, During this year there were 

7 some desertions from the blessed cause of the Gospel, but @ good 
degree Of order was Nevertheless main tain ed ; eee diseipline was not 
so Pigidly enforeed as formerly, yet many were strict with thensel 
to walk soberly and righteously 10 this present evil werid:-andto 


walk humbly before God, and conseientiously keep the Faith of the 
Gospel untarna ish e@y Good Order was ineisted upon, by the ood Ministry 


and Elders, and flazrant depertures therefron were Peproved , and 
10 hand labor, and keeping out the lower elements of our 
nature as well as exhortations to Union and Christian fellowship 


were not wating, Worship -especially that on Sabbath dgy, 
was kept up, and the Evening services was quite faith rully 


by most CnUuRCnH, The Locicly Lakin. 
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At the conmencenent of this year, we find our Society composed of 


It Fanllies, named as follows, Viz. The Center, Brick, Norta, South, 
hast Se, west Brick, West Fr ane, West lot, Northlot. Square House 
and GPist- The first 4of th ese, was eon sidered the Churai prop 
6F But the two #11] Fawilies navely Square douse and Gristmill, 
were uider the care of the Church, and worshipped wita tnea, The three 


“next, a kind of intermédiate families, altho they were under. 


the temporal care and controll of the Trustees of the Chh, The wor th 
LOt and west Lot, were Novitiate,or:As we called them in that day, 


Gathering Orders, Numbers from time to tise, continued to come in, 


but 1t began to be perceivable, that the material these later can 


didates were Gonposed Of, was not of the same substantial character. 


of those who heretofore hed set out, Many were wholly unreliable ¢ 


seeved to drift in rather thet-to cone under any solid convictions 
for sin or the Necessity of confessing the Same, and taking the € 


@Poss prescribed by our Heavenly Savior, Still there were sone who 


cane out of pure and honest motives, and who walked in good Order & 
uprightness end were @ substantial accession to the Cnuren and soci.~ 


ety. The Society numbered this year, 337 souls, 

On the 20th of January Elder Richard Me Nenar returns from Pleasant 
Kentucky, after an abselee of Smonths and 20 days, 

On the 27 th of may, klder Calvin sorre]] wis released Pou the care 


of the Churen ast White Water, and && removed home to Union Vill ége, 


finding his resi dence at the North House, Elder Calv inlby appointment 


of the Ministry, took upon him, the burden of that infant soe let y, 


in the Autumn of 1825, from wh Jen time to the preset, he has Zea] 0us— 
ly devoted his time and talents to build up that. Soe 1ety, 
the Society this year, according to some Of the accounts , more eve 
than left 1m 2629,—— I find no regular Register so far. of the =&® 


actus] number in either case, but shoujd I come aeross any sich, -[ 
will take pains to sive the exact number, —- On the 7th of jury, 


our Ministry set out for Kentueky, to visit the Cnuréches 12 that 8% 


state, —- On tne 30th of Aug, Elder Ashbel Kitehell and lot, visited 
Union ‘Village frou Nor th Union, They tarrg@till Sept, 24th at which 


y UNION VILLAGE. 1900, 


time Elder Ashbel was released & Elder Matthew Houston was appoint— 
ed to the Eldership in the Church at North Union,& accompanied the othe 
portion of the Lot home to that Chirch. During the Autumn of this fear, 
the Church gathered about 10,000 bushels cf corn;-Our West farms prodiuc- — 
ing immense quantities of that excellent Cerial. (( [azee find it also 
recorded here, tho’ not relevant to the present histcry, that Elder Job 
Bishop ,of Canterbury Newhaupshire, deeemsed departed this life Dec. 
of this year, aged 71 years,z months,& 656 days.He spent upwards of 60 
years in the Gospel, 47 of which he devoted in the Ministry at that So- 
ciety )) --The past year has been attended with the ordinary vicissitudeg 
of a Commmity life litle differing from other years ,with the excep— 
tion that perhaps a greater decimation of mimbers occtirred thanprevions 
ly;—-which was probably attributable to several causes ,the first of ## 
which may be said to be the gradual easing off, of former inspiring tes— 
timony of the WORD so faithfully declared to us in the peginning.—The 
second might perhaps be laid to the account of the reception of mich 
more unsteady characters &'material, than in former years, offered as 
material for the Master's use. Consequently there was a slowness isa comtr.p 
up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. Of eourse, under such 
drawbacks the spiritual zeal of the Societywould anevitably wane,——-———- 
Most of the naueee: Uh she Society, had already been built, & many if 
not all the iWNCBS known in that day,for a pleasant & easy life 
were by this time enjoyed by the Commimity,—yea——even many of its lux- 
uries, But it was found, that ali this , without a solid conviction of 
the necessity of a holy & Godly life;,could not hold ontc, & retain the 
vain seeker after the pleasures & cafnal enjoyments of this World;con 
sequently many of that class left the Society & made ship—reck of what 
little faith they possessed to obtain the the fugitive & unsatisfying 
gratification of the animal,rudimental life,seeming to prefer the sane 
to tie abiding,& substanéial comfoft,peace and ATONE-MENT with God. 
Still, the Society was a unit, & a Covenant Compact & the faithful walk 
ed truly & sincerely up to their faith & High calling im the blessed Ge 
Gospel of our Savior & the beloved Evangelist of his mission,—our good 
Mother Ann. But inasmich as all institutions seem to be governed more 
or less by the laws of periodicity, & differentiation, we might expect 
thet our institution would be ne exception to this general Tule; & that 
we might legitimately look out for the recurrence of a Spring, Sumer. 
Autumn & Winter throughout our whole histary, If so, then this present 
time may heve been an approach toward one of these changing periods. 
However, Our faith pointed to our own organization as the great and 
sublime dispensation referred to by Daniel the Prophet when he said 
" in the days of these kings, will the God of Heaven set up a kingdon 
on the earth, that should never have an end, "Consequentig our faith was 
left unmoved in the matter & we were satisfied that let what might Come 
we should remain as a nucleus for any who were tired and weary of the 
sins A& shams of this rudimental World, te gather to, and go on their #¥ 
way rejoicing in »7n , Rot only the hopes, put also in the blessed fruiti- 
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UN ton Villeze, (1852, ) 


Onttbe 22d of February of this year, John Wallace and a Company of 


his apostétes, took possession of our Grist-mi)} The oven ing 
end tried to hold the sawe,tut were all dislodged, Jonu presented | 
the Bretaren before the Grand Jury, for said dislddgenent, but no 
(0111 Was found or: indictuent entered, 
sone Cattle, Ga-the' 25th of the month, our’. 
Flax Barn was set on fire abont helf past 7 oclock in the evening, 
It was supposed to have been set on fire by an: icendiary, 
Q. the 24th of May, the @ase of Joseph Watts against the Trustees 
of the Society, had its final trial, and was deeided in favor of 
Plaintiff, It 1s @onsidered ean unjust decision, pronpted by preju- 
dice, ——Sonetime in June of this year, the WestUnion Prenises, 
were sold to & men fromVirginie by the Union Village Trustees, They 
were in Gharge of the save,frou the time of the dissolution of thet 
soeliety, —--@ the 1gth of Aug Bro, Joseph C Worley returned fron 
Nortn Union, having been absent 6 months, —— On the 21st of Octo- 
ber, EX~Elder David Spinning takes passage 1n the stage to North a 
Union, to assist in the @harge and burden of that Society, 
We have Paised tais year, upwards of 10,000 Bushels of Indian Goris 
On the 3a of Deceuber Elder Andrew C,Houston was appoilited Physic lay 
soeiety,and all the Medical stores were placed 10 
to ‘several families, ———And wnile 
this point, we may record, that at that time, the sedicines for the 


Society were bought, and distributed monthly, to each family as they | 
had need, And when received by the families, they were taken In ates 


by sone judicious person, (generally 4 siste? who was the appointed 
Nurse of the family) and Gealt out as each member had need, - when 
any one was si@k, they went to the Nurse department, and reuained 
till restored to health, The Society was always very careful to en- 
courage and insist upon strict tenperance, and no 
was allowed to ful] uaion, until they were restored by pu | 
ression of the save,ybefore the entire fanily where they ~~ 
one time it wes proposed to set up & distillery OF ies Sea 
then on hends for precuring o11s Of Peppermint and othe? 


an d 
we distilled in those happ) and distill of ine 
( This proposition was made by acer it 1820. ) 


| 
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Union Village, (1832) continued, 
This proposition was brought forward by some of the younger Elders 


Of the Church, on aeeount ofr héwing @ surplus of apples and think— 
ing they wight be saved in this manner, and so save the cost of 


of such spirits from druggists &@, But the more expi erienced of the 
Elders and menbérs,looked with serious appreheisian upm the project 
end 1t wes ultimate] y abandoned, this occasion the following 


tle poem was composed by Elder Richard méNemar, and made public, as 
the sentiment of the Older and more experienced of the Chh, 


To @im that 18 ready to pePish,— Strong drink you mey freely impart 

‘And wine was created, The heavy diseonsolate heart, 

No medieine need be refused,— fo those who need medical ©1Gnad, 

Thus wine or strong drink may be used — As our aneient Fathers have 


But out of this good Gospel order, —‘The use of such medical drink, | 
Satan’ s dark Kingdon does border,—VWhatever young Elders may think. 


AS 10 evPy @iviliged nation, By all that are sober,& wise, 
Tis gPanted that intexication— Will lead i4nto all Other vice;-— 


Then 100k out ye watehmen of Z210n,—-Whe stilling of liquor ‘begins, 
The fact you may surely rely on,—‘There’s danger of many fold sins, 
With usd Or ‘gsaered pretences, — The world you may try to cajole, 
While some are drove out of their senses,— And ruined botn body & SOU 


4t may seem very handy — and saving a deal of out-cosi, 
To make @ few Berrels of Brandy, — Of what micht he otherwise lost, 
Yet I an persuaded that Motha’—— Would rather suchistuff mould ali rot 
Than have one Pespeetable brother—— Becone an intenperate sot, | 


If medicine must be procured — Tis better to make than to buy, 

But let it be carefully stored — For those who in order apply, 
If drunkards are cursed and hated, —Forsooth will it take off thecurse 
If any be itoxicated —By liquor dispensed by a nurse? . 

The above poen was written in 1820, but the 

ajned by Believers every 
tained have always been maintal 
been kept in its purity & mele ° 


thereia con 
where, -wnere the Gospel has 
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Union Village, (1833) 

Jenuary 1st, —— The beginning of & New year, 1s generally 4 period 
of interest and solieitude with most persons, -— ANd especially is 
this the @ase with those of &@ Peligious and thoughtful character, 


AecGoPaingly, many of the faithful, if not all, - were wrought, upon 
to make good resolutions for the new year, to set out anewin the © 
good way of God,and a eloser walk 10 obedience to their most precious 


faithend a solemn attempt at iaprovenent on all the years that had 
gone before, In a spirit Of this character, our dear Brother James 


M@Nenar, wrote a little poem for our use in the worship;— And in or 
der to iopress the spirit of the time, the coupteous reader,: 
will here insert it, | 


Cone let us all be of good cheer —we ve lived to see another | year, 


we have been séfely carried through — The tedious year of "Th irtetwo, 
Whatever may have crossed our path,—Yet still unsheken is our: faith, 


the date of * five — This pr ee ious faith is kept alive 
(stone, 
"J@as the precious seed was sown,—.And tho? sowe fell among the 
(And pePised ere it did bring forgh.Because 4t hed no depth of garth; 


-Yet that whieh fell On the good ¢ gr oun d —£Had depth of earth well 
rooted round,—~And now brings forth a rich: ineresse —Of ever Fasting 
joy and peace, 


"Ts wet] for alt to view the tand,—The kind of ground on which th ey 
stand, — Compare the life Which now they live, —With that good faith 


they did receive, Lest when the joyful Reapersmest —To gather in 
the precious wheat ,~-A sound 4nspection they®1] not bear But 
sooe be found @ noxious tare, — The flesh and spirit are not nixed, 


There 1s a flaning sword betwixt,,—- When once this pierces through 
the joint, —It then brings matters to a point, — All: inward mélice 


end deceit, The fatal blow has now to meet, — Tis hefe the Sou]: its 
 Pignt And 4nto perfect creedon 


A house tailt up of living stones, Is that whien God aecepts and ower 


owns, — A Jiving Tenple pure and Clean That will hot harbor any 
sin, 
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Tho some may think it very well, —the srosseP evils to expel, 
Wale still] a speeies wore refined They suffer to corrupt the mind, 


Nowe if we ve come to * thirty three,—and are not yet entirely free, 
Let us Penew the eause once more, —And gain it sure in * thirty-four, 
Bech laWring 4n their proper gift, he travel will be swift, 
Thus we gall pave our way with ease,—/nd teke our burdens like @ 
br eez 6, 


f@ the 16th of January, Elder Samuel Turner and Rdnund Bryant, arr rived 
frou Pleasant 4111, on a short visit and return (after also visiting 
Watervleet) on the 4th of February, | 

Co the 10th of this month, a Chureh Couneil was held, at which it. 

wes Pesolyed to build a large Wash-douse at the East House Fanily, 

We ape burdened with the @old and lifeless condition of many, -—and 
Still worse,~the almost open rebellion of some insincere and Prottel 
hearted individuals, But the faithful are not disnayed, but go on 
their way rejoicing 12 their vietory over gin and wrong,If God is + 

oi our side who shall wake us to fear? ven the® many abendon the 


and desert their colors, yet this 1© no discourajement, For: 
‘They go out from us, because they are not of uss— For if they had 
been of us, they would have remained awong us’ 
Qo the 16th of Jute, Elder #atthew souston arrived here from 

North Union by stage;- and on the 18th Rufus Davis and LOis Spinn ing 
also Susanneh Stout, aprave, Elder Matthew, EL@ress Lois and susan_ 
heh Stout, were relieved of their charge at North Union @ Premained 
at Union Village, — And Rufus Davis, Eldress Lucy Faith, & Viney 
MeNener, together with Elder David Spinning, (now at North Union) - 
ape to Gonstitute the Leadership at North Unponat the present tine, 


On the 13th of November of this year there appesred a very 
renerkable Phenomenon in the Heavens,#111lions and Millions of meteoTs 


streé&iied down from the Sky so thickly that searcely any thing else 
could be seen in the Firmantnt They seemed to start fron the Zenith 


and £0110w the the apparent eancavity of the Sky thep preached 
“the Hor igon, This wonderful meteoric shower, was kept up: frod about 
two ocloek 40 the worming about.Sunrise, Perhaps no more wonder. 
ful seshemy has been witnessed duriny the present, Coitury thay that 


sublime meteoric display, This eclOses the qneideats of1833,. 
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were nade for the sake of better filling some Office of 
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| OUR Community life during this year, developed nothing out of the 
usual riutine of duties ae of public or private business. In the early 
part thereof, we had great prospects of fruit,but about the rBth of 
April a heavy frost killed the whole crop of small & large fruits. The 
frost was so severe as to kill the young leaves, that had gust pegun = | 
shoot anong some of the more early forest trees. 
On the 713th of May Brother Richard Pelham was appointed & 
sent to North Union to stand with Elder David, in the Ministry at that 


Society. : — On the 10th of June the Ministry from South | 
Union, arrived at Union Village, They returned on the 3a of the follow— | 
ing july, to their homes in the far South,by the way of Cincinnati & | 
touisville. - —~—— — On the 29th of dune, Elder Rufus Bishop, ¢# 


(second in the Ministry at Mt.Lebancn, )% Brother Isaac N. Yonngs, arriv— 
ed at Union Village. They werepon & visit to all the Western Societies, 
Thev are te Firstly to visit the, Societzes,and then to go to those of 
Kentucky. Being escorted by our Ministry to White Water, they are to be 
accompanied by Hlder Archibald Meachau and Srotner Daniel Serring to 
Pleasant Hill. -—----- —— On the 18th of August, an addition to 
the Hast end of the Brick House, was commenced ,-—intended for a kiteh- 
en for the Ministry & for other purposes, — Much sickness prevail— 
ed during this year, especially at the West Prame, owingin great meas— 
ure to the stagnant waters of the swamps lying just West of their puild 
ings. The diet of the Society may have hed something to do with this 
prevailing sickness. For in that day a great deal of pork was eaten & 
also a great deal of pastry & &nd preparations very mich gottexup with 
hog.s lard. Some years after,the use of pork as a diet, was entirely 
abandoned;-—-and a verv great improvement it seemed to produce in the © 
health of the members. Also, in process of time the swanuos delow the 
West Section families, wawe grained, and in a few years all the miasnat— 
ic fevers,chills& Consumption passed away. On On the, ist of 
October, our well beloved friends from the Mother Cmirch, whoylately 
returned from their visit to South Union & Pleasant Hill,——set out for 
their home in the far East, Sometine in the month of November, a coun 
cil of the Ministry & Elders was held,wherein it was decided to dissolv 
the North House family, & distribute the members thereof into the other 
families, ,leaving a few in the said N.famiiy, for the present. 

In looking back on the years ¢# when such changes as these ## 
took place it is rather difficult to assign good reasons for some of Se 
them at least,and considering that a home to which one is wontedy arid‘): 
where one has. up; is ope :cf theidearest, and most sacred 
things that one can lay claim to on this Rarth; it would seem that very — 
cogent reasons indeed would be sufficient excuse it. But of course 
there mist have appeared some necessity, for. Secentric changes,or they | | 
‘would not have taken place, They however, pecame fewer & fewer as the 
years went by And it came to be esteemed good policy when a nexber wer 
in the enjoyment of a good home, and felt contented and happy, it was 
the best policy by far,when it could be carried out;—to leave such 


Party undisturbed, and finally nearly all the personal or individuel 
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[In Consequence of the dissolution of this fan 1] ten the Elders 


were Penoved with the most of the fanily) the CGhervge and burden of 
the Pewaining menbers devolved else the 17th of Nov, 
| Heturen Join tartin and Philip Antes started to New Grleans .to 
8611 Garden seeds,-— On the 27th of the Same month, a snall cr ane 
miop & little North of the North House Laundr y, took fire and barned 
Up; - But it was kept from doing other damage, _ 
Up to this time, Tea and Coffee has never been used as a beverage 
but one 6 & day, But on the 2d of Decenber of this year it was allow. 
ed twice a day, Indeed 10 Comparison with after :times,the society 
had been quite abstenious in the use of groceries. ; ~althe? they 
had lived well and we mignt say &lmost luxuriously for many years; 


yet this living was gotten mostly fron off our own ferms, And our. 
sisters were the best cooks and Bakers in the world; It would be in— 
possible to over —rate, oP over= state, 10 this watter, During dar- 
vest however, &@ more liberal provision of groceries was made and 
creat and untiring pains was taken by our good Sisters to provide 
for the coufort and strength of the Brethren, They even provided 
luaca between Breakfast and dinner and the same between Dinner and 
supper ‘for those wno desired it, Cider was also freely dispensed, « 
temper ately used through dcarvest time , (Indeed cider was & Common 
bever aje 1n these days, — but was finally abandoned by all Believ. 


ers as well as all other kinds of liquor :as a beverage, both vinous 
aleo nolie,) Among the Othe? methods of meéeking a living at this time 
and for many years previous, was the distil1in of oils and fracr ant 
waters, which paid as well as almost any other resort, consider ing 
the snall expense of procuring the Pay material, And sometines in 
the season of distilling, we would oecasionally double-distiil a tr 
barrel of Whiskey for the sake of the Alemol for medjea] purposeg. 
The Chureh at this time was more or less in a lifeless emdition, ft 
eanparison with other days, Still there were many 300d and 
feitnful souls who had kept thei? faith unsoiled by any sin; ad % 
these were & constait testimony azaiost the wayward and wicked, and . 


| the churen was upheld 10: 1%s organization and successful wor king 
order, We-nambered~—abert — The population of UNion Vill for this 


year (taken; 10 Septenber,) was 50 ends the yer 1854, | 
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On the first of January of this year, the Elders & Deacons of the 
Church decided to build a new Frame Gristmill. It was to be 40 by, 60 
feet in area, & three ateries in height. The brick structure thatznsed 
@ grtst-mill, was subject to #petMenganger ef freshets 
flooding the dam,which would shatter the brick out of place x & everivas 
ally ruin both house & Mill. — On the 7th of February the Mercu- jf 
Ty stood at 16 degrees below zero, & on the 8th, it was 18 degrees below 

_ —On the l4thof February, we sold 14 head. of cattle for $900.00. 

on the g27th of February the Dryxing house at the North Lot caught fire 
& was consumed, with all the boards ,scantling &c, which was in it. 

On the 16th of April it was it was concluded upon ,to have # 

our good and faithful pioneer Elder Issachar Bates, who had done 80 
mich, and spent so many years of his precious life in planting & build 
ing up the Gospel ## in the West; to return to the Bast,-his ancient — 
home & retire from these labors.His home had been more latterly at. 
Watervleet Montgomery County Ohio,& he was first in the Ministry in 
that Society. ——He visited among the families at Union Village, until 
the Soth ,when returned to Watervieet,& on the 14th of May, joined a 
party of Believers pound for the Bastern Country, and had come from 

South Union namely—Elder Benjamin 8. Youngs,Brother Hervey L. Bades, 
Eldress Mercy Picket & Eldress Hopewell Custis; the latter two going to 
the Zast to return no more.Elder Issachar & Bilder Benjamin, were among 
the very first who were sent as Missionaries to the Western Country in 
1805, They spent 30 years in the laborious work and labor of building 
up the western Churches in beauty & harmony, & never seemed to hesitate 
in the least,even when their lives were in danger which was ofteh the # 
case. Yea— they spent themselves willingly & lovingly for their West— 
ern Brethren& Sisters, hever sparing themselves nor shrinking at any 
suffering or sacrifice, enerit us in any way either physically, montal— 

ly or spiritually. Is not the memory of such like "ointment & Balm? Can | 
we over rate, or over—-state the worth and merit of such souls? Verily if 
not. And how few of the sons & daughters of Adem are there now, or have | 
been on this Barth? Sush cannot be estedked 
too highly & we cannot be too zealous in season & out of season, to e- 
ulate their noble and virtuous examples and leave to our successors a Tj 
name and and an example equally worthy their imitation, i 

If the saving power and Divine efficacy of Christ's evangel 

to the Earth’ wanted any greater,than historical evidence; it was surely 
furnished in the daily practical lives & Conversation of these blessed 
Pioneers, from Father David downto the last dear Brother and Sister who 
constituted that noble band of missionaries, who came to the western 
Country, in 1805. We feel that we have been blessed beyond all thought 
or measure, by their unceasing labors and self-—sacrificing benevolence 
and enduring of hardships in physical, mental & spiritual sufferings to 
to establish the Gospel in this Western land. And hapyy are we if we can 
only be as faithful in transmitting the same to those who shall come 


after us ——seeking for the bread of life and POLSROY | from the bur . 
den of sin,and the slavery of lower lusts & passions of tal Man. 
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Union Village, in 1835. 

The defection & secesséon of William sagged was a heavy shock to many 
of the nOvitiates and younges portion of,the Commnity, but the faithful 
were not dismayed; Knowing that he sound have been living up to his prec. 
fous Faith,or he would not have been tempted to make. 
and such a shipreck of all his peace of mind & cons@f¥eneée.But being the 
first Elder in the church, his apostacy from hhe same, was a great shock 
to many. Furthurmore it no doubt had a demoralizing influenge on many, Ze 
pro ducing more or less a want o nfidence in the stability of the 
Institutton. But*LORD what is Man thou art mindful of him,or the son of 
man, that Thou visétest him.’ Ve mist adhere to Gospel Principles ,not to 
any mere man as such.Of course, so long as any one is held in any Office 
of responsibility,or care, it is our Covenant obligation to obey sr C6 
counsel, unless they require us to depart from the Paith, or cong actu— 
al sin;- Thatis,We obey the gift that is placed in them for th@@Mime, mw 
not by any means,the mere man in whom the gift and calling rests. 8 

on the Soth of June, Nathan Sharp, our, Principle Trustee withdrew” 
from the Society,taking with him a valuable hoySe& equipage;-also an 
unknown amount of money, papers&c. This produced a terrible shock orour 
good Ministry,and our good Visitors, all of whom returned from a visit t 
to WhiteWater this afternoon, between 3&4 oclock.and introduced a new se 
seene of sufferings ,burdens and labors throughout the Church. 


@ ruinous choit® 


@n the 13th of September, (Sabbath #dpeiess evening, )in our meeting, Elder 
Solomon informed the Church, that the good Visitors had come to assist i 
in regulating the Church,and its affairs generaliy;-and that he desired 
that all would be free,and open their minds and state their trials ané 
difficulties to them....that he,himself was willing to be regulated &c. 


. On the 14th of September,the Ministry and Elders of the church be 
ing convened in Council,for the purpose Of inquiring into the affairs of 
the Office,relative to Nathan Sharp,who has ab: doned, his Office as a Fr 
Trustee and apostatized & absconded,unitedly agreed as follows;to wit,-- 
That whereas, the said Nathan Sharp,on the 9th inst.without any cause kn 
known to us,or giving us any intimations of his intentions,did,voluntari-_ 
ly withdraw from the Society,and on the same day did announce to sundry 
persons|n the Town, of Lebanon,that he had withdrawn from the Society, & 
was no longer SiKSrsor; Therefore, in virtue of the authority vested i 
by the CONSTITUTION of our Church and Society;we hereby declare that the 
said Nathan Sharpis divested of all and singular,the Powers and authorit— 
ies, hereto fore vested in him as a Trustee,or manager of the Consecrated 
and united interest of the Chprchor Society in this pliace,and in every o 
other placein which he has acted for ,and in behalf of é@ur Comminity.And 
we furthurmore declare that from and after the date of the departure of 
the said Nathan Sharpas aforesaid,all his transactions relating to the m 
management and disposal of the said interestor any part thereof, (otherwis* 
than making a just settlement with the Sociéty, )are unauthorized by any 
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Rule of the Society,and are therefore mill 
and void....And furthermore,by virtue of the authority aforesaid, we Nex 
hereby nominate and appoint William Runyon to the said gPSramer. office 
of Trustee, in the room and stead of the said Nathan Sharp.absconded as 
aforesaid,constitutjng and installing him the said William Runyon a reg- 
ular Trustee of the temporalities of our Church and Society,in as full ae 
and ample a manner,to the same extent, andwith the sam¢ J ers and ab 
thorities,heretofore vested in the said Nathan Sharp. which has been 
heretofore used and exercifed by the regular Trusteespf our said Society 
in the care and management of the interest and concerns of the Instituti*y 


Slened.in behalf of the Council ¢ Solomon KING. 
A true Copy. with the assent and approbation ) Josima Worley. 
| of the members of the Church. MINISTERS. 


On the 26th of Sept.Elder David Mecham and Eldress Betsy Hastangs, being 
clothed with authority from the Mother Church,went into Counciiwith our 
Ministry in which Council several changes and regulations were agreed u 

upon. namely ... It being now fully settled that Eldress Rachel should b 

pe released from her lot of care, and return to New Lebanon; na that 


Eliza Sharp,a member of the Eldership at the Center House ,should accom 
pany Eldress Rachel to the East; therefore,it was further agreed that Mary 
Hopkins should remove to the Center House to fill Eliza's place.--and @m 


that Elizabeth Morris remove to the_East House and fill Mary's place. 


And that Thankful Thomas and Salome bé e Office Deaconesses.As to El- 
dress Rachel's return home,which was settled by her voluntary surrender 
of her charge to Eldress Betsy_in presence of all;-the unifed thanks of 


the Church were very cordially expressed, for her long and faithful labov's 


and Parental care of all, both individually and collectively, as,beégides 
being first in care in all spiritual matters, she was a most excellent N 
Physician and nurse, and was ever at the bedside of any and all,who from 


time to time yere seriously sick. Indeed if any one ever spent ALL her 


time in doing “egnd relieving suffering both of body and mind, it was good. 
Eldress Rachel.----0On the 28th of September,Brother William Rungommoved 
into the Office and entered upon his duties. ---And on Sabbath, October 
4th,in our Church meeting Elder Solomon informed us, that he expected to 
return to the East for a season; and that he had appointed Elder David 
Mecham his Successor during his absence. ----0On the 7th of Oct.Brother 
Daniel Boyd was appointed to do the OfficIal business of the Office per- 
taining to the outside world,for the present.This day, about 60 hands a 
are engaged in cleaning out the tail-race of the Gristmill.It took 4 days 
work& to clear it out ; equal to 240 day's works.---0On this day it is 
decided to close the Office doors against the visiting and entertainment 
of the outside world. Whis matter had already gone a great deal too far, 
and much precious time taken wp in entertaining strangers, who were heré 
merely TO BE entertained;- and who had to be cooked for and otherwise 


favored with courtiies which took a great deal of time on the Sabbath,, 
that should have been spent in spiritual duties & labors. These things 
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then of every leaf, 


and leaving them as bare of foliage ds in mid-winter.It ast nink 
kill many of them.--------0n thé gtn of June We were visite with rags 


‘most unparalleled Freshetthat ever visited Union village .It is said, tir 
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.; that the water fell about 9 inches in depth. It seemed more like a cloud~ 


burst than any thhng else,as it was mostly in our immediate vicinity. 
All of our mill—dams (embracing Upper saw-millat the Square House, Grist 
4 mill and lower Saw-mill,)were swept away. or broken through. One half of 
Pulling & coloring shop,with its contents, were swept 

down the stream, the building being rent asunder in the middle. 
The 0il1 mill shared a somewhat similar fate;and the tail-race of Grist-~ 
mill was choked up with gravel and stones.It also carrie@ off much timber 
gnd so overflowed the big Bottom to the West, that a steamboat could have 
easily sailed over it.At the head of the upper pond (Square House, )the + 
leather in the Tanyard was floated up out of the vats and the water ste 
stood in some of the buildings, to the fepth of 3 to 4 feet.The damage + 
to the Society, of this terrible immndation, was reckoned to have been 
petween $20,an 000. 


On the Soth of June, our Ministry went to Watervleet, where they made -se~ 
several changes in officers in that Society.0On the 9th of July, the Guar 
Chureh decided to keep 500 sheep for the use of our present Numbers. 


@n the 3d of august, we commenced raising our new Grist-mill,which had : 
been commenced before the great Prashet.It was quite a heavy building and. 
required many hands.At this time, there was a manifest tendency t@ loose— 
ness of discipline, and consequent disregard for good order among the 
more giddy and thoughtless of the Society;and even some of the Officers 
were not exempt from serious derilection in this matter. Indeed,it seeme 
that a very serious crisis in the condition and affairs of the Church, -# 
was evidently approaching. This gave great and solid concern to the faith- 


ful, and the good Ministry were very anxious & solicitous that all should 


walk in a godly stillness, and look narrowly to their footsteps, ..frequ— 
ently and faithfully exhorting us to union, charity and forbearance wi 

one another;.. and als@ counseling and advising the officers, to forbear 
ance and patience, in dealing with the Brethren and Sisters under their 
charge.And they were counseled to do justize to all, by listening patient— 
ly to their trials and complaints. 


On the lith of hugust , our good Ministry received a letter from New Leb- 
anon,stating that some of them were coming to visit us.And on the 19th 

of Aug. Elder David Mecham, Lyther Copley ,Eldress Betsy Hastings, and Joanmi 
Kitchell arrived at Union Village. 


On the 25th of the same month,we commenced to rebuild our Grist-mill dem. 


August 29th.Elder Stephen Spinning is appointed to the first Eldership @ 
at the Center Familyjin place of Elder William Sharp, who seceded from the 


Society on the 5th of June ult. 


oz 
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On the 13th of October,Eldress Rachel Johnson, Elder Solomon King, 
Brother Luther. Copley,and sister Eliza Sharp,set out for New Lebanon, 
and on the same day Elder David Mecham and Bldress Betsy Hastings ,having 
peen duly appointed, moved into the meeting-house and now began to exerg— 
cize the first care and Government of the Society.Brother Joshua,and sis. 

- ter Nancy, still remaimdin the Ministry, as assistants. 
On the lst of November our Church meeting time, was changed from the #6 
Forenoon to the Afternoon.---We were likewise ad 
monished to do less work on the Sabbath,--especially in the kitchen. | 
On the 8th of Nov. we worked all day on our new Millidam, altho'it was te 
Sabbath;- to save it from washing away by the freshet then threatening + 
it.We succeeded in saving it. 


On the 27th of Nov.Stephen Wells & Daniel J. Hawkins arrived from the He 

East.They are sent out to assist in regulating our temporal affairs, 
since the apostacy of our Principal Trustee,Nathan Sharp.And on the Soth 
Of Nov. Elder David Mecham set out for New Lebanon accompanied by Elder 
Matthew Houston. 


On the 14th of # December,we sold 170 hogs,-- average weight 305 lbs. 
at $6 per hundred --price of the whole, $3111.00. 


The past year has been the most eventful one,that our annals can show 
since we became a Society.and altho’ it would seem that our 
tran misfortunes had been almost over whelming,yet we feel that w 
we have\unspeakable thankfulness to $oa who will no doubt, cause all thr 
things to work for good inasmuch as the Foundation yet remaineth sure. and 
steadfast.Quite a degree of good order, which for some years had been me 
negiected,and run over,was restored and even somewhat increased from for~ 
mer standards.A great deal of re-bellion had crept in ,against theprpper 
and indispensable administration of government,; -for altho' Elder g¢gfgs 
Solomon was a thoroughly good man,even exceedingly upright and pious him 
self;yet he had not that peculiar genious fer exacting a proper respect 
for good order and straight going , that characterized his illustrious ?- 
Predecessor,Father David, who had now,been dead ten years. So the Church 
had drifted into many loose and deriléct ways, and the Advent of our good. 
friends, Elder David,and Eldress Betsy, in our midst, was an unspeakable 
comfort and blesséng and gave great relief to the faithful, altho’ more 

or less a thorn in the flesh to those of an ppposite character.These ten 
tares among the wheat, soon began to root themselves out, and fo find a 
more congenial companionship in the outside world. But the faithful #4 
rejoiced in an increase of uprightness and virtue,and the inevitable peace 
and rest following.And thus ended the memorable year of 1835. _ 
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About the first of Jamary of thisyear,a retrenchment was made curt 11inq 
as far as possible, the use of arden spirits, in the preparation ofmed- 
cines.Oplates also were to be kept under strict order control. 


In the year 1828,the interests (Temporal )of the Church proper and the 5 4 
West Section, were consolidatedfinto one, for reasons at that time tho't 
to be good and sufficient.However, with the experience afforded since t& 
that time,together with a change in other circumstances; we were convinc— 
ed that that at this time, a different policy,in fact, a change in our 
conduct of the Temporal interests of the Society, would be judicious and 
proper,if such change eould be made without endangering the union, safety 
and protection of the same.Accordingly on the Sth of danuary of this | 
year, the two Eastern Brethren Stephen Wells &Daniel Hawkins,being cons 
sulted upon the subject gave it as their united opinion, and so expressed 
themselves to the Ministry, that a division of the Temporal interest of 
the Church, now so extended,and yet under only one set of Officers, 
would be undoubtedly beneficial.And that this division should take the f 
form of that at the Mother Church in the East.This recommendation induced 
the Ministry to call a meeting in the evening,of the Ministry, Center te 
House Elders and Office Deacons,to deliberate on the subject;wherein it 
was agreed to organize Union Village after the form and manner of the Ch 
- Church and Society at New lebanon. This was to constitute two interests 
of Temporalities in the ChurehTo this end it was proposed that the first 
Femily or interest of the CHH.should occupy the Brick House,goith House, 
and North Housé.The South House is tobe denominated the second Order of 
the First Family.The second Family was to occupy the North Lot buildings 
(it(present in the occupation of the Gathering Order, or Young Believers .) 
This Second Family was to be occwpied by the two Families at the West se 
Section. The Young Believers then occupying the North Lot dwellings, were 
to move to the West Sectiom,and the West Brick and Westframe Families, 
were to be the Gathering order of the Society. (sometimes called the Nov 
itiate Order---sometimes calle& the Young Believers.) The West lot Family 
(also hitherto a Young Believer Family,) tas te Break up and move into + 
the West Brick & West Frame Buildings.Also the East House Family was to | 
break up, and be scattered among other Families, and the East House buil— 
dings vacated. So here are two large Families broken up, and the Buildings 
vacated and left to the rats and mice, and the ravages of time, under | 
which they soon decay and pass away;fulfilling the old saying that'Apile 
without inhabitant, soon to ruin runs.' | 


On the 6th of Jan. at 1 oclogk P.M.a general Council of Ministry, 
Elders and Deacons, (4o in mumber convened,and the subject of the ab 
above Change was opened by the Ministry;--and all the parts &particulars 
thereof were duly considered and explained.It received the unanimous app— 
proval of of the meeting, and wasthen referred to the Officers of the Ga 


Gatkeging Orders.and furthur, on the 7th these Officers were weve convenec] 


4 


2 
| 
a 
} 


ensuing week.- 


94, UNION VILLAGE. 


OFFICE 
UNITED SOCIETY OF SHAKERS, 


(18 in mmber) for the purpose of hearing & express— 
ing their views on the subject of the aforesaid pro— 


— posal.These gave their unanimous sanction thereto. 


It was next referred to the membership of the Church & Young Believers 
that is,the entire Society; at a meeting assembled at 2 oclock this after 


-noon,wherein the the whole subject was clearly set forth and made com- 


prehensible to all.---after this the question was put in these words viz. 
“How many wre disposed to unite with this arrangement?---It received the 
general union of the society which was signified by the raising of the \ 
hands.--------0On the 8th, The Elders & Deacons of the several Families, 
prosecutedthdstill furthur developement of this change,--counseling and 
arranging matters, prepararory to a general move to take place on the 
-On the Joth, (Sabbath, )in the forenoon meeting, the 
Brethren and Sisters were informed where, & in what rooms they were to _ 
be respectively located,-------0On the lzth, the great change and move be 
gan.The heaviest portion of the moving, was done in about a week,buf 
odds and ends of the change employed many days afterwards. ---0On the 14th 
the East House was broken up and the members were removed to fne several 


Families and apartments assigned them. 


On the 18th, Daniel Boyd, Ithamar Johnson, Lewis Valentine, and George %& 
Legier;.and Thankful Thomas,and Elizabeth Wait movedinto the 
Office as the burden—-bearers in that institution.And on the 27th a Couné. 
cil of Ministry &nd Elders assembled at the Office fo settie the order 

of the Trusteeship in two interests as now constituted. At G6 oclock in| | 
the evening, the following persons, constituting the Ministry, and Elders 
of the church, (including the Flders of the Second Family met and were en 
rolled as follows###.V1Z. | | 


“Ministry.  Blders-28t Order... Bld's.2d Order. Eld's 2a Fan. 
Elder David: Mecham, STEPHEN Spinning. Joseph Johnson. Eli Houston. — 
Andrew C.Houston. John Babbit. James Darrow. 
Betsy Hastings. .. Lois Spinning. Elizabeth Sharp.Caty Boyd. | 
Neney Mencemar. Mary Hopkins. Nancy Milligan. Sally Sharp. 


At tHis meeting, were also present, the Eastern Brethren, 
Stephen Daniel J.Hawkins.The object of t 


the meeting being then opened by the Ministry,The Order of the Trustecg# 
ship was settled by the CounCil as follows VIZ. ff 


A true Copy.---BE it rememberedthat in pursuance of g@ regulation of the 
Churchaand Society in this place,constituting two Families, holding seve 
rally a proportionablg dividend of the whole un ited interest;We,the und_. 
er signed, constituting the Ministry of said Church,and society, with the 
advice and consent of the several Elders,and also with the general appro 
bation of the members of said Church,have appointed and ordained, and by 
these presents do appoint® and ordaim Daniel Boyd and Ithamar Johnson 

to the Office of Trustees of the temporal interest of the First Family o 
of the Church aforesaid, and William Runyon and David Parkhurst—- Trustees 
of the Second Pamily according to the rules and regulations of said Churh | 
Held forth in the Covenant or Constitution thereof --bearing date Decembapr | 
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Slst. 1829.In conformity to which rules and regulatr 
tions,and in virtue of ¥he authority thereby vested in us,constitutinge 
ordaining and installing the aforesaid Daniel and Ithamar (whose names 
are subscribed to the aforesaid Covenant) the regular Trustees of the sa 
said interests and concerns of the said several Families,in as full and 
@mple a manner,to the same extent, under the same limitations,and with 
the same powers and authority, expressed in the satd Covenant or Gonstitu | 
tion,;and which have heretofore been used and exercized by the Trustees | 
of said Temporalities from time to time ,in the due exercise of their 
said 
JOSHUA WORLEY. 
ELIZABETH HASTINGS. 
NANCY MCNEMAR. 
On the 28th Of Jamary the names of Daniel Boyd and Ithamar Johnson 
were presented ¥o the Church publicklpfor consideration as Trustees, 
with a request that any who might have obJections should bring the same 
forward to the Elders. Nothing however, of any importance being urged -e- 
against the appointments, they were taken asfeonfirmed and took effect # 
from the day and date above named.---Aliso, the secognition of William 
Runyon and David Parkhurst in the Second Family in iike manner.Thus was 
the former Trusteeship abrogated and the new,instituted. 


on the 515t of Jan.aletter was read from good Elder David Mecham from 
New Lebanon. mis letter was full of love #fPpenevolent sentiments, and 
Elicited the thanks of the assembly. On the 14TH, (Sabbath) another letter 
was read ,also from the Mother Church,It contained the resignation of ge 
good Flder Solomon King, hitherto figgt in fhe Ministry at Union Village. 
This was sanctioned and confirmed by the Ministry at Mew lebanon and we 
were informed in the same letter, that Frégift Welis of Watervleet near 
Albany (New York was to succeed Elder Solomon in the Ministry at Union ¥ 
; Village.Elder David Mechem, tobe sure, had succeeded Elder Solomon, but 
as this arrangement was only temporary, he went home to New Lebanon and 
did not return, but resigned in favor of Elder Freegift Welis. 


| on the 15th of February , our new Gristmill did its first grinding;--the 
first grinding done at home, since the destructive Freshet of June, 1855. 


FED.24th. At this time, the mmber of members in the Society et at Union 
Village,is 330, viz. 256 In the Second Pamily;--and 74 in 
the Gathering Order. 
(March } 
On the Sth of #F, two valuable horaes were stolen from the Second Order: 
They were traced and found in Cincinnati,and after feeing a party, for + 
telling where they were secreted,the horses were pestored. 


On the 27th of March, at a meeting of the Elders and Deacons it was agreed 


to purchase for the currentyear,16 lbs.of sugazjand the value of 6 lbs. 
more of molases -- equal to 25 lbs. of sugar,to the person.The Nurserooms 
were to ne furnéshed from the Office,instead of drawing from the eee 
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DIVIDEND.This is called a vetsonatisinkcnste’ The price of sugar this 
Year was 12 & 13 ots. per ib.by the Hogshead. 


On the i8sth of April, the small Family living at the proke 


up and the Brethren and sisters removed into the other families.The buil_ 


dings were rented to an outside hired Miller. So there is one more Family — 
gomMec------- On the 27th of April,Elder Freegift Wells and Elder Matt 


arrived here from the East; and after taking dinner at the Office Eider 
Freegift was conducted to the Meeting House, and installed in his office 
of First Minister of the Society.----And on the first of May, (Sabbath, ) 
we had a general assembly of the Church,and Second Family at 8-So A.M. 
After opening the Meeting as usual, there was an ppportunity afforded, t 
to welcome Elder Freegift to the lot and place whereunto he had been app_ 
pointed,which was heartily improved,and was accepted on his part, with 
pecoming diffidence. After which, Elder Matthew delivered. an address, 

- relative ¥o his visit at the East;-what he had found theré,and what he h 
he had brought from there,viz.The everlasting LOVE of the Ministry and p 
peo ple of every Society he had visited; and much more that was edifying 
and encouraging,---after which a lengthy Epistle from the New Lebanon ## 


Ministry and Elders was read, replete with good counsel and instruction, 


-geveral of the Brethren and sisters then expressed their feelings of im 
thankfulness for the notice of the Parent CHURCHfor the valuable gifts # 
they had sent us.And lastly, Elder Eleazar (Richard McNemar )surrendered 
his title of Elder and all the official influence attached tovit, to 
Elder Freegift.H@REupon,-the Meeting closed.And on the 8th (the followin ng 
Sabbath, ) it having been previously settled,for our two Eastern Deacons 
to return home,in a short time,it was announced in thia meeting that the 
following persons should accompany them;viz.--dJoanna Kitchell, (who came 
out last Aug.as company for Eldress Betsy )Brother Abner Beadle ,&@Hannah 
A.Agnew of White Water, agcompany for sister Joanna.These two Deacon 
Brethren, Stephen ¢.Welis'& Daniel J. Hawkins, came out here to try, 
emongst other things, to recover the money unlawfully taken off by Nathat 
Sharp. But éépepidet it seemed the money was gone and could nat be recove_ 
ed.--- Our Deacons presented Bro.Daniel J.Hawkins with 4 head of fine ## 


English cattle. ---And on the 9th,Bhe company bound for the East ,set out 
on their journey. | 


on the 10th of May,our wool was divided, a 7lbs. was allowed to the #¢ 


person.WeSheared 1635 lbs.from 375 sheep;- about 4 and one third lbs to 
a sheep.) 


On the 18th of June, the following changes took place,in accordance 
with a decision of the Ministry, and announced to the Chh. and having re 
ceived the union and approbation thereof.viz.Sister Nancy McNemar 


| 
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is released from her lot in the Ministry,and SisterSally Sharp is appoin 
ted in her place.--Eldress LOis Spinning is released from the Elder's lof _ 
at the Center,and takes first care among the sisters at the North house; | 
Sister Mary Hopkins is to fill the lot of Eldress at the Center House 
with sister Nancy McNemar for her assistant.And on the 18th of June, the 


these changes took place. 


On the Sd.of August of this year, a Consultation of Elders, , 
Deacons and others, was held,in which it was decided to abandon the old 
Square House Sawmill sight, and fix upon a new site below the Gristmill. 


On the 7th of Aug. (Sabbath )Elder Freegift bore a powerful and scathing 
testimony against hidden iniquity and alli manner of sin,not confessed or 


prought to light.Also the of News on the was 
interdicted. 


On the night of Aug 28th,the Brick House kitchen was struck by ithe 
which shattered the tip of the chimmey,tore off a mantle in the segond l 
loft, Knocked down a st@ve in the Ministry's kitchen, and escaped into ¥£ 
the cellar.No one was hurt, but some were smartly earn. 


On the 9th of september, the large frame ssn dh at the East House, was 
moved to the Second Family;--being drawn by 24 yoke of oxen and 2 span o 
of horses,with a large Company of men with ropes.And on the Sth of Novem. 


ber, we began to raise our new ti »Which, Situated about half a mile 


below the Gristmill. 


On the Fal of December, a general ‘Silatincet the mind and confession $ 
all known sin, was required of all in the Society. It is called the day 
of yearly sacrifice.and is to be observed hereafter, as a sfanding Ord- 
inance.And we may say in truth, that during the present year, quite a re—_ 
turn to good order, and a more upright and religious life and going, has 
has been insisted upon. Retrenchment of many little,and some quite sg 
serious derilections from the true line of a Shaker life, has been made 
among all classes and the faithful much strengthened and the vacillating 
restored to a faithful and prosperous travel.It was truly the commence- 
ment better, and more encouraging times and prospects. 
A He new afflatus 
from the East, tnrough the instrumentality of the late Visitors an subse~ 
quent Residents from the Eastern Country,brought about a restitution of 
many things which had been allowed to go by defanlt for some years pre-. 
vious. Some things alsé@ atidedto our Discipline, which we neverhad 


had before.And so we were in a good condition to commence the ever men- 
orable year of ----------1837. 


On the 16th of January of this year, the Ministry visit White Water in a 


ancéupinte returned on the 18th.Andon the 24th, they gent to Watervleet 
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killed, for the usual mmber were in thexhouse at the time of the dischar§| 


afflicted with the terrible scourge..We may remark that there never was 
a case of cholera in Union Villageor any other Society of Believers we h 
haveheard of; unless the party had stopped from the outside, just lenge 


124. 
UNION VILLAGE. &e. ) 


So on the 23d of pireitee. we were in readiness to teturn thenks ni 
also praise, to the Heavenly Father, as dictated by the Governor of the 
State. Accordingly we assembled at the Church, and spent the time in wor 
ship for a season;--after which we ate our Thanksgiving dinner, which war ) 
a rich repast abounding in every good thing, and so gotten up as only thc 
SHAKER SISTERS know how to de it. At Church, upen dismissing, we were ad.. 
monished to clean up all untidy places, out-houses and shops, put every 


thing in good order. This is the manner in which we have kept TREE he 


ing day for many y*ars. 


On the 24th of December, we held a day of purification, and reconcil_ 
ijatean and abstained from food except bread and water.And on the next day 
(Christmas)we held a meeting for Divine worship and in memory of our Sav 
ier ;and were admonished therein, to remember the poor of this world. 


THE surface ef our peaceable and quiet life was undisturbed during 
this year, except by the Worley suit, which was decided in May and left 
us in peaceable pessessionof our Premises and HOME, and so the year fled 
away in tranquility and comfort and we enjoyed each ether's unien and s 


‘society, and meddled very little indeed with the —" and agitation o 


of the out axes world. 
“UNION VILLAGE. (1849 &e.). 


On the 20th of February of this year, a census being taken of the 
Chureh proper, it was ascertained that there were in the First order 153 
persons, and in the second Order 74,--total 227 persons. 


On the BOth of March during a shower, the lihgtning struck the North | 
chimney of the Second Orderf# and knocked it off. No one was killed, but 
sister Abigail Johnson an aged member of the Family,was struck on the £e 
foot, and considerably injured. It was almost miraculous that none were 


_ During this year, the cholera raged in the United States to a fearf_ 
fulpxtent, and the President (Z.Taylor) appointed a day of solemn invoca— 
tion and prayer to God, for a mitigation of this great distress. Accerdp | 
ingly all the Society assembled at the "Chosen Square, and held a meeti | 
4 hours long in worship and especially supplication and prayer for those 


enough to die, -of whom there were some instances.0On this solemn day of 

prayer, many hymns were sung, which had been previously composed especi¢ 
ally for the occasion. And tho’ it was a week day we spent almest the wh /| 
whole of it in this religious exercise.I think it was observed in a simi — 


lar manner by all the Societies of Believers. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 


125, 
UNION VILLAGE. (1849 &c. ) 


During this year, Believers were not distumbed by any outside perse— 
cution or any inside unpleasantness, but quietly followed thei¢ wonted r 
routine of duties and lterestsjliving in the enjoyment of that peace and 
tranquility of mind, that nothing but a Commmity of unselfish spiritual— 
ly minded SHAKERS can live and enjoy.We still were blessed with a good d 
_ degree of direct inspiration from the better world and spiritual interests 
dominated all other considerations. We had been for years “seeking first } 
the Kingdom of Heaven and its righteousness”and gradually all those other 
things promised by our blessed Savior and Mother, had been added. We had 
“ had every thing that heart could wish in the way of Provisions,clothingy 
lands ,houses,and in short, all that was calculated to enhance the enjoy 
ments of this life, as well as that spiritual enjoyment derived froma sas 
sense of Eternal life seyen now commenced in each faithful soul,and which — 
is te be perfected in the World to come. Por after we could say, that 
"Self hdd been denied, And sin fersaken quite} and we were also in posf¢ 
session of all the blessings promised by the Savior, both temporal and = 
spiritual, what more could be added to make things any better? So that z® 
happy year passed away and we had not yet begun to feel the encroaciment — 
of the"years of famine"which we had been warndd of.We were at that time _ 
still running many of our former branches of business,such as the tany 
seed selling, preparing of herbs~toots.extracts—and oils,Woelen factory, — 
| &c,and had a n encouraging mmber of faithful Brethren and sisters to se. 


lect from whenever a change became necessary thre' the failure in health ~ 
ef any of "the faithful Officers of the Institution.Spiritual sengs contin= 
ued to abound, and many good and comfortable meetings were still enjoyed ~ 
from time te time. By this time very much of the superstition and censer—~ 
vative restriction upon literary privileges, had worn off, and one was al 
4 liberty to learn ,teach, and prosecute the studypf any thing that could 
pe turned te good account in any direction. There seemedte be no want of | 
industry in hand labor among the members, but every one seemed to make — 
the Institution and all its interests, his own particular affair, and la-/ 
bored accerdingly. --------These conditions, with little modification, 
.. 084@8sed many of the peaceful years,beth before and after this year of al 
1849, but was not always te continue, according te the prophecies ef _— 
spired ones of the Chureh from time to time,but which ceuld not be east 
: ‘ly realized ameng se many blessings as were ours to enjoy at that period. 
- However it is unhealthy empleyment te anticipate evil,disaster, and atsapy 
: pointment ,se I will ne more of this.Buit by way of sequal te this;we may — 
add that at that very time,there were seething eleijents of revolution in | 
active operation in the eutside world, and especialiy the U.S.A. that 


were destined te work a vast change in the future politics and goevermme 
thereof, and also indirectly te affect Believers mere or less, by the de — 
merializing effects of internecine WAR. _--------Seme gme or two small te 
bulldings went up this year, as matters ef lecal conv: 


wise little in the — line was dene. And thus e 
ef 1849, 


* 


ence, but otherw 
ed the happy year — 
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This year also passed away in great quietnessfand general tranquili j 

ty.-On the Sth ef Brother William Reynolds was regularly appointed + | 

te fill the vacancy then existing in the Ministerial Orderkby the resign | 

. nation of Brother Lewis Valentine frem sickness,seme time before.During ~ 
September of this year, a little flurry was kicked up about two girls who ] 
hed been beund to the Secietk,and they were taken to Lebanon by a writ of 
Hbeas Corpus. After a hearing before the Court,they werw ordered to be d 
delivered up téthe Shakers as the legitimate & proper custodians thereof. 
In the early part of the year, some mob violence had been threatened, an 
even a few desperadoes had gathered at the cross-reads in a threatening ~ 
manner; But the reputation ef Believers being by this time ,well establish . 
ed ,they dispersed without preceeding to extremities. ‘ 


On the ist of December a long letter was read from Brother Isaac Ne | 
Youngs of New Lebanon, detailing many spiritual phenomena as having , 
eccurred in the outside world, all verifying the predictions of our own 
Mediums, on many eccasiens, during the wonderful eutpeuring ef the spirit | 
and power from On High for some years past.These phenomena commenced at 
er near Rochester N.Y. in 1849, and seemed destined te spread all ever t 
the Earth, accerding to the predictions given among Believers. 


In December of this year, the number of persons living at the two F 
Families of the Chh.proper, was 2356,namely, at the Center 164--at thesge 
Seuth 72. Some desertions and some accessions, seemed to keep us about#¢ 
at eur usual standard ef pepulation. 


On the 22d ef December we were required to attend te the yerly Sacri-| 
fice for sins and sheft-ceomings, with an abatement ef the restriction te — 
bread and water alene,as diet.For a number of years previous, bread and 
water wsa the only diet allowed en this day. 


| Althe' we took aiean interest in the spiritual movement geing on out. be 
side, yet we did but little more than watch it, as we thoroughly undersé-. . 
steod it all, did not need te become closely identified with 1t,;--and a 
Yurthermore we had been counseled that we had ne direct duty to de in th 
that directionand so we mostly kept aloof from it furtherthan that occas< | 
ienally we attended some of the seances, and alse now and then Ontertain= 

ed a company ef spirttualists with their Mediums. 


We felt that as the Baptist said of Jesus, "We must decrease and tir 
they must increase? For this had been eur instruction for a censiderablt 
time, and we were ‘Prepared for all that was te appear. 


The declension in zeal if any, was se gradual with regard te spirit 
ual inspiratiens, that we felt no particular uneasiness or burden on 
the subject of our spiritual standing and status;—-censequently we felt 
and enjoyed a great amount of peace and general cententment. During cur 
leng and very beneficial dispensation ef blessing and Heavenly power from 
On High,we gained mach wisdom and strength,and a mere substantial footing 


at 
Ke ts 
we 
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than what we had enjoyed fer some years previously. But in leeking back 
inte the scenes of that year felt that the candle of the Lerd had not be 
peen perceptibly withdrawn, but that still,by His light we walkediia the 
derknessin which the world were enveleped.But we might say that spp 
epen visions, and outward displays of spiritual power were beginning te 
wane to a censiderable degree. Yet our gathering Order was still kept up 
and it had net se far been accepted as a wise pelicy to take in persons 
directly from the werld right inte the highest Orders of the Church. Se 
a separation from the outside world was maintained in the Church proper, 
te a very considerable degree. Se ended the halcyon year ef 1850° 


UNION VILLAGE. (1851. &c. ) 
| THE LAW OF OUR A@MINISTRATION, DEFINED. | 

We fin@ in St.Paul's writings (Heb.'7:7)thefollewing remarkable pass 
age;--"And witheut all centradiction, the less is biest of the better? 
This is a lawfef thelniverse,and may be defined as the Law of PARENTHOOD. 
We find it in activity in all visible creation from lowest, tehhighest. 
It is the relation of Offspring te Parents. And this is the mht i is 
foundation ef our spiritual super structure..We call it a Heavenly Paren 
age. We call Christ and Mother, our FIRST PARENTS in the spiritual order 
They are indeed our spiritual Pather and Mother, as truly and really, as 
as parents on the generative plane, And likewise, we receive and acknowl. 
edge their successers, or these whe are called te stand as Ministry and 
Leaders in the Seciety, as eur immediate spiritual Parents in the Gospel 
in the same spirit and manner as we accept our First Parents.----Alse +h 
the nature of eur government is parental in its character and effects, 
and in all respects, aims te cenduct all its pelicies, and issue all its 
requirements in this same Parental spirit, namely, for the goed and enly 
the good of all the members. There is neither physical nor mental ceercipn 


in the administration ef our Government as a Church and Seciety. What canst 


net be dene by kind persuasion and entreaty, is not dene atall. But te p 

prevent impositiens, by unprincipled and unscrupulous persons, we have a 

an innitiatery instrument ef agreement which we require all te sign, as 

they are received,eor become of age amongst us, which is a sufficient guar 

anty against serious impesitiens or insubordination. It may be interesti 

ing te the reader te see this instrument, and as we have ne secrets from 
the world at large, we will Seem insert it in this place. 


AGREEMENT. 
Agreement, see next page.) 
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(this dey) A "ENT. 


WHEREAS I, the Undersigned myself as prebationary 
ber to the United gaeciety ef at UNION VILLAGE IN THE COUNTY OF 
WARREN AND STATE OF OHIO, and it being my desire te live with said Secie— 
ty accoding te the knewn faith and customs thereof,that I may receive ths 
the benefits arising from the observance of the rules, regulations, meral 
and religious instructions, of the same. 

THEREFORE ,agreeably tethe custem of said Seciety,I hereby covenart, 
premise and agree,that I will never prefer any account,claim or demand a- 
gainstthe said Seciety, or any member or members thereof, fer the Sipe 
ef any money or property breught inte said Seciety,nor for any laber gor 
service which I may perform or render while residing in the same, ever a 
and above what I may receive in feod,clething, washing, and ether necess- 
ary suppert: And,whereas,it is further mtually understood and agreed ti~- 
that I shall be free to withdraw from said Society whenever I am dissati$~— 

fied therewith,and that after sufficient and timely notice shall have te 
been given by me I shall receive all the money and ether preperty which | 
I brought inte said Seciety, or their value at the time it was breught in;—/ 
Therefore I further agree and premise that se long as I am permitted to 
enjoy the benefits and privileges of said Seciety I will faithfully conf— 
form to toe the rules thereof, and will net find fault with the said 
rules,requirements, reguiations,worship nor teachings, by acting er spe 
speaking against the same so as te create dissatisfaction, disunion, er 
inharmeny in the family; provided this shall not be se construed as te p 
prevent a free and respectful inquiry of the leading autherity inte the 
reasons of said rules and regulations, --And if I shall fail te comply w 
with this agreement sBch failure shall be deemed sufficient cause for te 
loss of membership in said Society, and bing desired se to de by the lead = 


ing autherity ef the family in which I ne I wijlpeaceably withdraw 
from the same. 


Witness my hand #he------- 


seme efforts have been made, to invalidate the legal seundness ef 
the above instrmment, by persons leaving the Seciety'--but se far, it has 
always stood the severest tests ef criticism.Our Church COVENANT alse as 
te its legal power and autherity, has so far steod,and now stands un- ; 
scathed altho’ it has been many times brought befere the Courts, and sub— 
jected to the mest searching and scathing criticisn. 


fj 
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On the 14th of February of this year the Church beught 16 herses and i 
colts. and on the 17th, disposed of 78 dezen of brooms. And indeed se far | 


we have alwayssen=fas depended mostly en the work of our hands, for our 


temperal suppert; but about this time , 
and even a year er two previously, mch serious concern was felt by many 


of the more conscientious portion of the Society, lest a spirit ef specu— 


lation should come te take the place of our former zeal and industry in 


hand-laber, and cause the Church te depend on buying and selling and get~ 


ting such gains, as would in a great measure do away with the necessity 
of of our former industry;thereby bringing inte the Chureh a spirit of, 


or rather habit of idleness and want of interest,in the preper improvement 


of our time in obedience te our precious Mother's precept "Hands to work 
and Hearts to GOD&-— And in fact, we must acknowledge, that this spirit 


ef speculation and trafic in the direction of buying te sell again, mere - 


ly fer the sake of increasing in riches, and avoiding the more tedious, 
but far more henest as well as spiritually protective metheds of gaining 
a liveliheed; had alredy made some considerable inroads inte our fermer 


steady andpeaceful habits, and its blighting effect began more or less, 
to be felt in the Church. | 


On the 25th of Feb. we started a new and improved washmill at the Ss 


Secend Order, with Cylinders revélving in alternate reverse directions, 
te prevent the clethes from beceming knotted and tangled as in the ferme 
machi€s. This new machine preved altogether satisfactery. 


on the 11th ef March, we sent 102 dezen breoms te Amanda for the mar. 


ket. ----We also keppb up eur tanning te seme extent, but bark began te 

be scarce, and tanning did net seem se prefitable as in former times. 
On the 3d ef April. the Second Order began te stene up the cellar of an 

addition te the east end of their kitchen where they are about te put up 


a brick extension, fer sheps &c.This additien was finished and eccupled 
on the first day of the folleing December. 


On the thi#d day of May ef this year, thieves breke inte the Office 
ef the Church, and stele seme 20 dellars in spiecie and seversl notes of 
hand agounting te seme hundreds of dellars. 


On the 14th ef May, we beught 370 bushels ef cern at 3351/3 cents per 


bushel. ----Alse,the wool being divided at about this time, (May 19th) 
it was ascertained that the number of persons living at the First Order, 


was 156, andthat ef the Second Order 72. Total 228.0ur amount ef wool 
was 2442 lbs. | 


+ 


q 


On the 23d of August, we sold $753 worth of cattle. In these days we” 
had provided ourselves with best breeds ef shert-herned Durham cattle div - 


rect from England, and at great expense, and good fancy steck, being quite 


scarce in the Country at that time, we had no difficulty in selling the 
pregeny of these cattle at good and remmerative prices.This closed the 
principal matters of interest in the histery of the year 1851. 


: 
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Early in Jamary of this year, we slaughtered 12 beeves, their ag- 
regate weight being 8386 lbs, Believers both East & West, have always 
been of carnivorous habits of diet,aitho individuals among them have 
felt conscientious svruples on this subject especially such diet as re- 
quired. the killin of animals, while in regard to butter milk , cream, eggs 
&c, the have always felt that diet.tc be not only wholesone, put free 
fron the objection of cmelty & taking life. The North House at Mt, Leb 

anon adopted a diet excluding meat, and have for many years'kept it up. 
But a very large majority. of Believers, have contimied ta eat all kinds — 
of meat & fish, emcept. pork which has been proscribed & its use apan-— 
doned., It is however a general impression amoagst us, that the time 
will undoubtedly come, when we snall entirely abandon the use of ali 
diet that wequires the killing of animals, both as a matter of health, — 
& & matter of mercy, ———- — On the 20th of February, the Churc 
purchased a farm of 96 acres. of one Ralston, which joined’ our lands on 
the North, opposite the West Brick, & separated by our Mill—creek. Our f 
friend Ralston was not exactly what. we would like in all respects, & we 
feil .that we had good reasons for. puy ing nim out, This farm was divided 
between the First family or Center & the West. Families,the former tak— 
ing 62 of the same & the latter ie 
The 29th was. opserved. as memente of our blessed Mother’ si 
birth’ but by no means (as soue have insimuated) as a ceremony of wor- 
ship of our worthy founder. but celebrated as a day of thanksgiving,upo 
which was ushered into the world, on who was able once more to intro- 
duce & to re-administer the precious & invaluable EVANGEL OF JESUS 
CHRIST, first promlged almost 1900 years ago, but long sinee snowed un 
der by the wickedness & priestcraft of presumptious men. We raised 7000 
pushels of corn the present season & other crops in proportion. Altho’n 
many other branches of business were profitable, yet mothing we could 
do seemed more so than farming & steck—raising; especially considering t 
that we had outstripped most’ of our neighbors in purchasing & importing 
- full blooded English cattle (mostly that most graceful of all breeds, 
Short horned Durhams,#GF & always kept on hands large herds of these 
for sale at excellent prices,Sometimes we were able tc sell $10,000 
worth of these fine cattle in a single year,—& altho’ the Country be- 
gradually filled up with excellent breeds of cattle & thereby our for— 
mer high prices were greatly reduced;yet for many years these cattle 
sales were a rich source of revelie. . - Othe 14th of April, Broth 
er Sanford J.Russell W&S. sent to South Union, to to superihtend & as— 
sist in the setting up of a carding machine, He reétiimed on the first of 
June following.On the 18th of June, the Mt,Lebanon Ministry & two of 
the First family Elders of the Mother Cimrch, arrived at Uhion Village 
to. our great joy & comfort. They were to visit all the Western Socie— 
ties, returning te Union Village homeward bound, But having visited the 
Southern Churches (SOuthUnion & Pleasant Hill, ) Elder RUfus Bishop (the 
head of the party ) took violently sick, & so arrived at White Water 
where died without ever reaching Union. Village, to the unspeakable sor- 
row of the whole Church Hast & West. A very startling & unexpected 
catastfophe indeed. But who can hide from ALL the evil to come? 


| 
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It was suppesed,that Elder Rufus had caught the chelera, which was 
then raging in seme portions of the territory over which the Visiters w 
were obliged te travel.On the 3dwe received the truly awful ond painf¥l 
tidings that our dearly beleved Elder Rufus, had passed te the Sumer 7% 
Land«#Zhis was indeed a heavy stroke of adversity upen the whole Bedy of 
Believers, both East and West. He was the secend in the New Lebanon #epg 
Ministry, and a very able efficient character, as well as a mest sincerg 
and upright man. Seme 16 or more of the Elders,and members of Unien Vili-— 
age, were summoned to attend the funeral,and started on the 5d;.~Elder 
Rufus having passed away on the 2d. The funeral was one of sorrow and 
solemnity, and seemed té verify in an awful manner, the oft repeated say_ 
ing that "In the midst of life, we are in death." Seme werds made for the 
eccasioOn, were sung at the funeral and quite an amount ef speaking,as 
well as a mmber of messages from the Spirit world and expressive of meh 
goodda made the eccasion ene of general benefit and edificasion, to these 
whose privilege it was, to be present and te partake in the ebsequies of 
eur dearly believed Father. and Elder; And en the 15thoef Aug. the 
good Eastern Ministry having returned te Union Village, the whole Society 
met and bade a final adieu te these messengers of peace and good,}-and 
en the 17 th, they set out fer their hemes in the Far East. 


HERETOFORE, in the histery ef the Seciety, we have always kept up @ 
our worship more or less regularly, not only en Sabbath,but thre’ the we 
week in the evenings. Besides these, we held secial meetings fer unien & 
and freeggm cenversation on any and all subjects fit te be intreduced 
in the presence of beth sexes. But every thing immodest, unchaste, er ob— 
scene, wafe rigidly prehibited. These meetings generally were held twice 
a week —- week-day evenings, and ence on Sabbath. Besides these, we had a 
regular singing meeting for the purpose of leatning and practicing the = 
many songs which abounded among the different familes,and preparing the 
sa me for Divine Service.On the 12th ef September of this year, we adep- 
ted the plan efhaving our Sab. union meetings 1 1/2 heurs leng, the last 
half ef which was te be lmproved as a singing meeting.It was however found 


te be somewhat incenvenient te sit se long, and we returned to our fermer 
plans and custems in this matter. | 


) During this year we sold between 3 and 

$ 400 dellars worth of watermelons, bes@des the seeds,which we alse seld 
at a goed price.These seeds were cur principal ebject in raising the mel— 
ens and having a stand on the street, we were enabled te Bave most ef the 
seeds at that place, and yet we were ebliged te loose some from peddling 
them thre’ the country,and in the neighbering tewns. 


On the 17th ef Sept. the Second Family raised a new shep and put en . 
a flat roof and a cpvering of sand and tar for an experiment.But it seeng 
to not have given satisfaction, as it was removed in precess of time, and 
was never repeated in the Seciety. 
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On the 24th of Nev. a heavy storm ef rain carried away our Gristmil 
and Sawmlll OVERFALLS er waste-ways.And this disaster wound up the ~~. 
principal matters temporal, of the Seciety. Our spiritual state, was net 
perhaps quite se fervent as some preceding years, yet the direct effects 
ef a decline, were scarcely discernable at the end ef this eur’ 15th year 
since the Great Revival commenced amongst us.Many spiritual sengs centin— 
ued to be received, and spiritual zeal was frequently displayed in our 
Divine Worship. Industry and geod economy were not enly insisted upen, but 
voluntarily exercised and practiced by a large majerity of the members. 
Unien and good neighberheod reigned among all the families toward each o 
other and even among the individuals of the several families, where the 
relateons were cleser;-peace,union and geod feeling generally pregg 
vailed. The spiritual mevement then prevailing in the world outside, #¢ 
was watched with a great deal ef interest and _concern,with a hepe that - 
1d might culminate in an ingathering of Believers amongst us-But in this 

we failed in a great measure te realize, as it seemed in the mind ef Div— 
ine Previdence te zather scatter its effects far and wide, rather than t 
te cencentrate them in any ene locality or organization. Still we believ— 
ed, that be the time leng or short, the FINAL result weuld be a preparags. — 
tion of the world, to receive the Evangel ef Jesus, and come in in great 


mubers to the feast ef good things which we believed eurselves - pesse- 
ession of for their comfert and salvation. 


Our scheels were kept up with persevering regularity, and being und — 


er the direct contrel ef the STATE, we were careful te make the best use 
ef this generous patronage we possibly could. 


our living was net enly generous, put’ Sient almest say luxurieus, h 
having every a that heart could wiah,both from our lands, and alse 
plenty ef money t chase any greceries,or delicacies we chese. In fact 
the Seciety siege arn the richest style, as far as feod was concerned as 
1 soon as they got ig enough ahead te be able se te de,which was in a few 

years after Society. 
Cooming J 
By this time, we had ceased making much of eur ewn clothing as oie: 

; side competition, had made such clothing mich cheaper than we ceuld aff¢- 

erd te manufacture it,and alse on acceunt of the immense imprevements ut 
the machinery for manufacturing these goods. Still, at times we made a 
piece of goods, manufactured all our carpeting, and knit eur own feet we- 
wear,and made eur own shees. And since these happy days, it has been #y¢' 
the't by some of the older members, that if we had always retained eur f 
former custem ef supplying all our own wearing apperel by our own manufac-— 
| torig, we sheuld te day,be a happier people than we are. 


"| | | | But let us loek | 
| te our blessings and not be ummindful ef the good things the LORD has 
previdedfor us which are net enly very rich and plentiful, but actually 

far beyond our desert. 


On the 22d of January ef this year, the several Orders ef the Secieu 


ty met in a general cenference, te consult upen the subject of giving euf — 
patronage to a propesed railroad, to come thre' our premises, about 2 #¢ 
miles Bast of the Center House. We were asked to loan the Cempany 12500¢ 
dollars,and make ourselves responsible in a leose way fer 12000 more. # 

We made the Cempany an offer of $10000 as our ultimatum which they refus- 
ed, and here the matter terminated as far as we were cencerned. And this 
was well--- fer the whele scheme proved a a failure,and after some theus- 
ands of dollars were spent upon it, it was given up & abandoned.And we c 


considered ourselves very fertunate thus to have —" a serious finane 
cial loess. - 


On the 27th ef February, some spiritual mediums from outside, visite. 
eé@ us and exhibited some of the phases of phenominal Spiritualism, such 
as ~Trapping moving of tables &c. We had a very interesting time with them 
and were convinced that the work of Ged had gotten among them — 
to many prophecies heretofore made amongst eur own people. 


On the Sth of March, the Beys’ scheol clesed for the season. We have — 

a Boys’ scheel 3 months in a year, and a Girls' scheol of the same length, | 
the former attending in the Winter and the latter in the Sumer. Thep7m — 

plan was subsequently abandoned, and the youth and children taught on the | 
co-educational plan,which was found te be mere convenient, as well as pel. 
ter in many other respects. i 


On the 19th of this month, a Company ef Spiritualists from Mechanics~ — 
burgh, visited the Seciety.They had just previously jeined Believers in 
a body or were about te jein at Watervleet, and came directly from that 
place. They returned on the 22d, te Watervleet and althe’ they actually 
joined, they remained but a short time, their spiritual preclivities not 
peeing calculated for the meridian of Shakerism, 


On the 15th ef Apr.we beught near Centerville, (15 miles Nerth) 1l 
head of Durham cattle. -~----And en the 16th we seld the remnant ef eur 
Bees. We had kept Bees fer a great mmber of years, and had plenty ef he-— 


ney; but from some cause they had failed ef success more latterly, and 8 ) 
so were disposed of. ] 


Our Chureh meeting en Apr. astn, (8 abbath) was attended with many #¢ 
peautiful involuntary exercizes among the younger portien of the members. 
It seemed to have been caught frem the late mediums from the outside, or 
at least revived among us from said mediums. 


On May 26th of this year, the munber of members in the twe Orders 
of the church proper, was 24l,alil told. 
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On the 4th of July of this year,the Church being assembled for our 
Church meeting, we were exhorted by our Ministry to pray for rain, on t 
account of the severe drouth that then prevailed. On our knees we silen 
ly besought the Lord to favor us with a good rain, On the next day{ Mon-— 
day) we had a refreshing shower of 1 1/2 inches.This practice of pjay- 
ing for rain, had been kept up fpr many years& we rarely failed failed 
| have rain shortly after such occasions, Sccffers & unbelievers may 
deride these gifts of confidence in God & his — and —e | 

but 
we are sure the tine will come, that ‘such things will be counted among 
truths & possibilities of the Divine Intelligence who anhabiteth eter- 
nity gehovah is his name. 


On the 16th of August & meeting of the principal purden—bear 
ers of the Church,devided to repair the Grist_mill dam, It seemed diffi 
cult to do without the use of the mill as it not only ground all our 
own flour,meal & feed for cattle & gZorses, but did quite an amount of 
custom work for our neighbors, But in after years, so many freshets 
came from time to time, that at last the mill was entirely abandoned & 
we adopted the plan of having our grinding done by outsiders, 

On the 9th of November, the Second Pamily purchased a farm 
two miles West of them near the Butler County line. Por this farm they 
paid $5550. It was called the Bank fara. — 

Thanksgiving. --——Believers have always obesrved the days set 
apart and required te be kept by Governors, Presidents &c. and accord— 
ingly by proclamation of the President we kept the 24th day of November 
for that purpose, assembling in our Meeting house, and returning thanks 
to Almighty God for all our many blessings both spiritual & temporal. 
After this a very rich & plentiful thanksgiving dinner was in order, 
was gotten up in a style which only Shaker Sisters can get them up in, | 
according to our mule concerning this thanksgiving, we spend the aftern 
oon Cleaning un the premises aroungé the immediate homestead; removin 
all rubhish & unsightly deovris from the yards & houses and tidying up 
wherever tHege ikenerd of ihe year, the West Brick femily raised a very 
fing building for sheep25 by 3 feet in area. During the year quite a 
stir was made for improving our chicken steck, and were some what in- 
Glined to go into the buainess pretty thoro'iy. But it gradually died 
a natural death and some were not sorry, as there seemed to exist 4 
disposition to make a speculative business of it, buying te sell again . 
&c. & demanding fabulous prices for rare breeds of chickens. This feel— 
ing was highly repudiated by the more conservative portion of the so0- 
ciety, and finally it came to nothing * was abandoned, Nevertheless, 
this spirit of speculation did more or less abound, & tho’ some of the 
. more zealous mourned its advent into the Church im ever so small a de- 

gree, yet on the whole,we had good reason for thankfulness for the a-— 
mount of protection from sin & folly & vanity we enjoyed; every true 
hearted Believer having an avoiding sense of true progress in the path 


of a sinless life & reasonable prospects of general success in the CHE, 


& constant progress toward a higher & higher ideal of Christian perfec- 
tion, 


# 


reintroduced them;-- for we have since lest heavily from cholera among #4 — 


26 orémrs, was 242, 


pushel.--This might almost be considered extortion,and is certainly in v 


which had been 54 days on the way. He returned with the cattle on the £#¢ 


UNION VILLAGE(%@54 


This was a year of few remarkable incidents of unugual interest, 
yet it was not without its outward vicissitudes and some of them serious. 
On the 7th ef February theCHH .agreed te send te England fer a let ef . 
fine- Bleoded Durham Steck. This with the view ef»extending their custem 


and widening eut their trade, which was already quite aphasia | 
this line. | 


On the lst of March, we once more observed our blessed Mother's pirth 
birth- day;keeping the same as Believers in these days, observed the @@fi 
of Christmas. This was after the manner of Sabbath sates do : 


About this time, we go to DeesField Stationy and bring thence 21000 — 
Broom handles, which had been ordered from abroad.Of these, the chureh p 
preper, get 12000,and the Second Family 9000.--------And on the 17th of 
APril, we bought a few hogs, te consume the offals of the kitchen but by 
no means S@rour own use as a diet.Still it was a questionable matter 
with many;whether,if we refused te use swine's flesh fer a diet among our 
selves, we could be justified in raising it and selling it for the use # 
ef others outside of our Institutien. And even now, after many years ,t# 
that questien has not been as yet definitely settled,and we contime te 
raise hogs not only te use up cur kitchen offal, but te vend in the pubdé 
lic market as any other kind of steck.We ha&g been without these filthy 
creatures for 6 years. And perhaps we had been better off, never te have 


them, --sometimes to the amount of $ 3000 in one year. 


on the 2lst ef April,the Secend Family seld 480 bushels ef wheat, ¢ 
at $1.87 i/e ets. per bushel. --------And about this time, (May22d) 
they take down the old Square House (Brick) to be used for the building 
ef a tio story shep for irening reoms, ether sister's shops. 


On the 26th of May it was found that the Population of the lst and 


OnTne 13th ef June, the chureh seld 540 pushels ef wheat, te ene ## 
Blair ,ef Middletown,--he taking the same from the mill,at $1.85ets. tb Por 


very violent contrast with the price of wheat many years afterward. But 
it was counseled by our beloved Father James, tha 


raised by 
labor and teil, we should sell at whatever we found te te the narkel 
such produce. 


On the 17th ef July, Brether Ithamar (Trustee) set out for New york 
te bring heme the Durham cattle which had been ordered from England,and 


S30th.And as the lst Family stored away 250 tons of hay by the end ef har~ 
vest (Aug.2)we were wll provided with prevender fer these and all the oF 
rest of our stock.We alse had 2055 bushels of wheat this year. | 
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on the 7th of August ef this year, the two 
Orders of Ministry of Seuth Union and Union Village, set out te make ap 
protracted visit te New Lebanon and other Eastern Societies. They were a | 


absent 10 weeks and two days,and returned on the 17th of Octover. | 


Our imperted stock got out of their enclesure on the 18th (ef Oct.) ~— 
and great alarm was felt,suppesing they might have been stelen. The neigno 
perhood was searched and they were net found. We were about to advertise — 
and offer a reward for their recovery, when they were discovered on the 


West Family's Farm. They were all in geod order and brought home with mR 
much joy. 


On Sabbath evening, December 12th, the cowbarn at the West Brick, w 
was burned down with all its centents.-—-22 head of cows, ene of which 
was imported, and several ef which belonged te the Society ef White Fo? 
Water,and also 4 calves ,were burned up in this awful helocaust.It was 
supposed te have been the work of an incendiary. but as no certain preof 
could be preduced, the suspected person was net arrested.0On the next day — 
the Church was convened and it was decided to re-build the barn, and that © 
every family of the Seciety, sheuld send brethren to assist in thes very — 
urgent crisis. And that we sheuld begin on fhe spet. This reselutien was ~ 
carriedout, and on the 2d of January (1855 we raised the new barn (35by 60 : 
feet.) We afterwards finished the same, and then the several families con. ‘ 
tributed cattie te the West brick Pamily, and made them quite as well oft 
as they were before the fire. 


The 25th (Christmas) we observed as a Sabbath, which is eur usual o 
style ef keeping all such days. In our CHH. meeting, we were exhorted to 


remember the poor. ----And the Sist was improved as a day of yearly Sacri— | 
fice . | 


We have little te add to what has so far been mer are to the condig— r 
tions ef Society for the year 1854,because little change if any was obse 
vable in the spiritual status of the Society, and the usual attention to 
eur worship was kept up with perhaps a little less fervency ef zeal ' pul 
still with sacred regard te eur religious obligatiens te being in seasen 
oY and out of season in the practice of virtue and purity.Se one more year 


ef our histety passes inte the solemn by-gone,“to minglewith the years b 
beyond the fleed". 


UNION (1855 &c. ) 


On the 24th of FEbruary ef this year, Brethren Timethy Bennel, an | 

sanferd Russell, are sent up to NerthUNion, te assist them there to paid. | 

a wooén factory. Brether Sanford was te stay and make it his 

On the 25th, (Sabbsth) we commenced our Church meeting at assbee- 

P.M. and continued in the worship fer 8 consecutive until 9 
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Sola 

Mareh lst.Slnce last March we have,$8420 werth ef Bleoded cattle. 
And Mareh 27th, we bought 1156 bushels of corn of a neighbor, at about $ 
) 50 cts. per bushel,---paying 578.12.I record these transactions more to 
| show the ruling prices of the rkets of these days than fer any intrins. 
ic interest they have in th veS--On the 13th ef July, we put up our | 
first large Weighing Seales, which cost us $60. —------- We finished husk 
ing our cern on the 27th ef December of this year, and had 10,000bushels, 


keeping large numbers of cattle required iia previsions in cern, hay, 
oats &c. 


During this year, there was perhaps a little falling eff, of the #¢ 
usual visiting between the Secieties, yet several were made, to, and frem 
UNion Village. This practice was one which had been kept up steadily #A ~~ 
from the very beginning, and seemed te be conducive of much union and gen-~ | 
eral benefit, in keeping a oneness of spirit among all the Secieties,and 
alse ennabling each, to netice,and carry home with them, any imprevement 


either of a temporal or spiritual character, which they might discever 
from time time. 


our Covenant compact was of such a character, that every one was un— 
' der sacred obligations, te go here or there, or live in this or that fam- 

| lly or Order where they would be likely to de the most good. And this way 
decided by the Ministry and Elders of the Society. Consequently members | 
were frequently moved from one family te another, and often from one room > 
to another,with Bhis best beheof in view. Still, being in one bond of Ge 
Christian fellowship and union, such changes aid not, and de not sever: 
any of the tender ties of true Christian Bretherheoed and Sisterheed. 


Little excitement or stir, of any kind seemed te ripple the waters / 
ef our temporal or spiritual existence, and so we pursued the even tenure 
ef our way with little increase or decrease of mmubers or any thing of -e 
an exciting character. As usual,more or less ghanges of lecation ve eae! | 
but all was satisfacterily adjusted and general cententment ef mind — 
threugout the Chureh and Seciety. 


The large Barn at the West Brick, was rebuilt and fully furnished # 
with stock semetime in-¥gm.of thes year, and se there was ne cause fer 
suffering for man or beast.~Soe te any one whe enjeyed the pure life of a 
true Believer,free from the bendage of sin and cultivating a pure leve 

to all; it must be allewed, that such a life as we led in these days; ™& 

woe pest of all other ,calculated te enhance the blessings of this life 
as well as #41 to prepare us fer anther: s~better than any other mede of 

existence on the iselatedé plan§s me. and my wife, my sen John and his “im 

Us four and no more."And so passed away and ended, the year 1855. __ 


Ot 
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After 14 years of total absence from the use of tea & coffee,we pe 
once more introduced its use.This, in the opinion of some, was a retrog 
rade movement,in as much as tea & coffee are known to be narcotics,& 
condemned by many physicians of notoriety as injurio,gs to the nervous 
systek. Much might be said upon this subject both for & against the use 
of these drinks as an article of diet. There are so many winatural & ab 
normal conditions among mankind at the present day; that what habits 
are best under all circumstances, is almost imposs@ble to say. For some 
reason and from cause, Spirits,Opiu,Tobacce, Tea & coffee & a large 
mumber of other preparations, have been introduced and almost whiiversal 
ly used more or less by the human race. It mist be admitted that most 
if not all such sedatives & narcotics, are indirectly hurtful to the 
the Imman system.But so are the thiusand & one miseries both physical & 
mental,to which poor mortal wan is subjected from dayto day.These miser 
ies are the results of man's indiscretions & the violations of hygienic 
laws to 4 very considerable extent put not entirelg so Mans inhumanity 
to his fellow man through his rudimental selfishness; brings on untoid 
miseries by which the race are dajly & hourly cursed. So that ignorance 
of hygienic law, and the wickedmess of man tc his feliow man, drive a 
vast majority of the race to despair unmitigated misery. In these three 
of agony any thing thet will afford even a temporary relief, will be 2 


eagerly sought & used for relief, For even a little temporary relief is 


esteemed better than endless hopeless misery. So when a@ poor man or 
women is in physical pain or worked tec death by their merciless task— 
masters; ‘OF an no over ctheig, untprtunate condition of poyerty and 


relief neither permanent or transient ,on— 
lymiicide or to amiss anodynes & narcotics; then little. re- 
leasenent from their overwhelming sorrow & pain,will be gratefully ac- 
cepted,& no one can reasonably blame such for this course or expect 

any other - result. In view of all this the use of such substitutes for 
the relief of man under such rudimental & ignorant circumstances, sees 
eat least natural as well as excusable;—& only the excess i such use, 
can reasonably be condemned, Man should not work over four to six hours 
per day anyhow, & when the crudities of rudimental existence, are purg- 
ed away from human Society, and selfishness is so far conquered as to 
afford ALi MANKIND an opportunity for enjoyment;—then,& not till then 
will the use of narcotics cease . We devoutly pray for that millenniun 
of peace and universal happiness & contentment, 

Cn the 27th of Fepruary, Elder Kervey L.Eades returned from 
the East, where he had been to purchase some Sowing machines,which we 
coneluded to introduce into our Society.A commmity such as we are, can 
use every such new invention & improvement, without taking the food out 


of the poor;—-for we have no poor and no rich among us. All being on & 


perfect equality any impfovement which we can avail ourse@lves of in 
shortening & reducing the drudgery & toil of our daily avocations: is 


that much clear gain to ve = more time for mentel & ————— ine 
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On the 3d of June, the Ministry arrived home from Mt, Lebanon ac- 
companied by Brother Hiram Rude, & Sister Hannah Agnew, both members of 
Mt Lebanon Chh. and who formerly lived at Union Villege.during their 
younger years.They returmed to theif Easterm homes on the 10th of the 
following July,accompanied thither, by Brethren Daniel Serring & Ashbel 
Kitchel ,& Sisters Hldress lacy Faith & Lovina Rollins, And on the 27th 
of the salie month, Brethren Peter Boyd & Ithamar Jolson went to New 
York to bring home a lot of imported cattle;—arriving home on the 15th — 
of the following July.Othe eth day of July, Elder William Reynolds was 
released from the Office of second Minister, and removed into the Cen- 
ter family; being soon after, succeeded Beter Boyd es second in the Min 
istry. — Bro, Ithamar,on the 12th of August, drove 62 head of 
cattie into Green County to have them pastured there for ea short season 
At this tawe,the political factions called Anti-& Pro-slavery were 
seething in the great political caldron of these United Stetes;, but as 
Believers took no part in politics, this agitation never reached our 
 porders. Not that we did not sympathize in the terrible sufferings of 

the poor slaves for no Christian (who was really such) could be so char 
itable as to failthere. And from principle we were apolitionists. But w 
we were early taught by our parents in the Gospel, that we should not 
& could not favor one political more than another, without sbandoning 
Christian ground.So relying on these instructions as oracles of Wisdom 
& prudence, we have avoided all interference with politics of every 
stripe—— slavery and all;—& are fully convinced that nothing would 
sooner destroy & disintegrate our Church & Society, than to introduce 
politics into it. Accordingly no member is allowed tc vote on amy polit 
ical question or attend political meetings. 
| : And right here I propose to say a little on a subject which 
is necessarily & closely connected with the experiencees of all Comm: 
nities.That is the super-added amount of friction inevitable in the 
closer & more intimate relations of the members than is necessary to be 
met among those who occupy the isolated conditions of life. We think #¢ 
many communities who have started out with the best of motives,by faili 
ng to make sufficent allowiince in the beginning for this additional £# 
friction; have come to grief by not having made a correct estimate of t 
this,& prepared themselves to meet it while yet it was afar off.S0o when 
it showed up among its members, they found they had gone out with 10,006 
troops to meet an army with 20,000,2 so suffered a signal defeal defeat. 
OF course,we,as Christiams, were & are, obliged to receive aii who pro- 
fess to want to reform their lives,no oddz how disagreeable they mey be 
in their natural or acquired habits pefore they came amongst us. And 
therefore we have to make due prearaticn,to meet 411 these unemiable 
traits in those who join our Society, & discipline our minds in patienc 
and great heaps of charity toward such, until they can travel out of 
their imperfections which all can do who remain faithful to the em of 
the Gonflict,. Now every Community which mey hope for any success atall 
should by no means forget or meglect this suggestion,put act 


big 
‘ 
: 
i 


140. 


UNION VILLAGE. (1856 &c. ) 


@ne strong reason for our not interfering with Pelitics, is that it 
necessarily includes wars and fightings i lements, and Believers have 
always been very rigidly opposed t& these. “The conscientiously obey all 
civil laws of the land, But cannot find any justification in the prac- 
tice ef war military training, or even paying muster fines. Indeed they 


dare not give any assistance ,directly er indirectly ” the practice of Ww 
war. 


The excellent Apestle James has this remarkable passage in one of h 
his Epistles "From whence come wars and fightihNgs?Ceme they not hence, 
even of your lusts, that war in your members? He seems to imply, that w 
war is a necessary adjunct or result ef lust. Censequently, Believers, h 
having crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts, can have no me 
more,any affinity with the spirit of war and destruction of the lives ef 
their fellew beings. Se they let alene all war, and all 8 uit excite 
ment and agitation leading up te it. 


UNION VILLAGE. ( 1857. } 


On the la ofJanuary of the present year, the fellowing change teok 
place in the Seciety viz. Elder Hervey L.Eades --Bre.Cephas Holleway, an 
Eldress Clarissa Pattersen, former Elders at the West Brick, were releas~— 
ed frem their let ef care and moved inte the< Church;--and Bre.Geerge Ru. 
bush and Luther N.Ransem ---and Sisters Ann Brice and Persis Heag are ap. 
poimted as ELdresses ef the West Brick Family. 


The seed business, heretefore carried on by the West Families, is t 
transferred abeut this time, te the First Order ef the Chureh, and the C 
Chh. preper, in censideration of this transfer, pay te the West Pamilies 
$7000. THis transfer was made about the 14th ef Jamaary. 


April lst.----We had lately purchased seme 1500 acres ef land ef e 
ene R.G.Cerwin ef Lebanonj-This land lay in Clinton Ceunty (adjeining eu, 
ewn Ceunty --Warren --en the East and about 40 miles seuth ef East frem 
here) There was ,during this year, a good many visits up there from Unien 
Village , and some little agitation ef the question ef celenizing a Seci_ 
ety of Believers there. Preparations were made for a — ef Brethren 
and Sisters te go up there, and remain a least ry the jae, ‘Our 
Farm we call CRINTON VALLEY.And at present we are sending several teams 
to the said Farm loaded with cern, fleur. petatees.& meat;--young trees 
grass seeds and garden seeds, agricultural instruments &c.We were in seme 
hepes of establishing a fleurishing colony ef Believers there as many | 
in that vicinity seemed interested in eur dectrines and discipline. But 
after the Brethren and- sisters whe werw sent there, had remained abeut a 
year, all these bright hepes faded away, and all returned home,after 


raising ene crep en the Farm. The SBrethren and a few Sisters, whe were 
detailed as present residents there, started en the ed ef April, with a 


lerge Company ef Brethren and Sisters ef r 
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returned in a few days. During the year, many visits were made te o 

 @ur Brethren and Sisters at Clinten Valley and alse toe familées in the + 
neighberheed, and in the tewns near by, and they were alse invited te vig. 
it us, and get acquainted, heping thereby, te preselyte some of them, and 
catch a few fish from that sea. But we found te eur serrew, that they 
preferred the flesh , and the Egyptian leaks and oniens, te the clean, $F 
sweet fruits ef the spirit. We had quite a mouber ef spiritual meetings 
with them wherein we preached and taught eur principges and faith;-#e#e 
We alse sang a great many ef our songs te them,with which they seemed de_ 


lighted,and often invited us here and there for that purpese; ---yet aft— 


er all eur laber,pains and expense, we never made one preselyte from that 
whele Commnity.Se we had te abanden the design ef a Celeny at Clinten ¥ 
Valley, and after seme years, sold it.We be'’t it fer 18000 dellars, and 
sold it fer § 50,000.And the’ we lest nething financially, yet it was a 
cruel disappointment ef all our hepes of a new Celeny ef Believers in ## 
Clinten Ceunty.But when we feund that Man's ways were net Ged's ways, we 
we labered to be content, and wait oo His own good time. 


The number of the Church preper, this year (taken Apr. 6, Was 264, 
ef which, the First Order centained 174,and the Secend Order 90.Up te ## 


this time, we had little ferebeding of the fearful decimatien we were deSs~ 


tined te experienceg in later times. We did net then know that war ,with 
its deselatiens and demoralizations, was te breed in horrer and agony 
ever fhe land, destreying every vestige of Christ's beautiful spirit ef 
PEACE &PURITY. But I will net anticipate. 


On the 25th ef July thieves entersd the Center house during night « 
and stele butter,pies &c.And on the 7th of Sept. they made anether raid, 
and essayed te take seme feather beds, and other things;but being discev— 
ered,they drepped their plunder and it was recovered. 


-On the 28th ef August, we seld $5400werth ef cattle fer seme land i 
in the Nerthern part ef Indiana. The land censisted ef Swamps mestly 
under water, and was not worth keeping, and was te dispesed ef fer what 
we were able te get for it,which was not what was paid for it. 


On the 2lst ef September, we had the pleasure da visit from twe Fes 
Kastern Brethren from the Tyringtam Seciety in Mass. viz. Richard Vanduz- 
@en,and Hastings Sterer. After paying us a very pleasant visit, they £¢¢¢ 
departed fer home on the 28th. We were greatiy cemferted by their visit. 


Octeber. Having heard a geeddeal said as well as published, abeut 
Sachra Serghum, er Chinese sugar-cane, The Church erected a temperary ## 
crushing, er sugar mill en the site ef what was eur last tanyard (having 
abandened tanning as a business)and tere now abeut te manufacture the crep 
we planted this year by way of experiment,inte sugar if we canld —-inte # 


molases if the sugar J@& a failure.----After several years trial we faild 


te make good gramulated sugar, but the melases being quite a geod article 


ef diet fer many, we its fer many reasen 
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ee We finally abandened it and we do not think it 
‘ver will make a molases as good as either tree molases or that ef the @ 

gemmon sugar cane. 


On the 18th of Octeber, we had a meeting fer worship s i/2 hours#}e 
long. Se it will appear evident frem this, that we had not lest eur ing¢g 
est in Divine Service, and indeed we were often exhorted by our good Mine 
istry te continue in zealous discharge of all our spiritual and ee ee 
duties,and as far as pessible, redeem the time because the days were evib. 


November 14th, ---A Cempany start ence mere on a preselyting trip t 
te Clinten Valley.And on the 24th, Brether Luther N.Ransem, bre't heme + 
frem there one man and five women on a visit te Unien Village. But they 
preferred te return te their selfish lives, rather than take up the Cres$ 
ef Christ and fersake all fer the Gespel and its peace and purity. 


UNION VILLAGE. (1858. ) 


We ebserved the lst day ef March, of this year in sacred memory ef 
eur dear Mether's birth. She was bern en the 29th ef February 1756,As 4% 


this is a Leap-year, we keep the lst ef March when the 29th dees net ¢¢¢ 
eccur. 


On the 12th ef this menth, a Ceuncil ef the Elders and Deacens was _ 
held in which it was resolved that the Second Order sheuld de the farming, 
and the First Order sheuld maise the garden seeds fer the market, during 
the present seasen and year. In these days, we raised hundreds ef dellars 
worth ef seeds and peddled and vended in the public Markets all ever the 
Westerm States;-~and thereby enjeyed quite a prefitable revenue.Brethren 
would be eut en these selling trips, fer seversl weeks at a time;-two # 

Brethren generally going tegether,for matual pretectien. 


On the 9th ef September ef this year, eur geed Ministry and Spirit-— 
ual Parents frem Mt. Lebanen (N.Y. )arrived at Unien Village and were madé 
welceme by all te our Western homes.--------And en the 17th ef same month 
they and we,te abeut a hundred in munber, went eut te eur lease abeut a 
mile Seuth-West ef the Center, and viewed the site whereen the Believers 
had thef@% first Divine Service, and sang and danced befere the LORD in 
the beauty of heliness. This wership was led by the Beleved pieneers whe | 

first came from the Kast and epened the Gespel te the Western werld.We ijvi— 

preved the time in singing,walking abeut and enjeying the presence and ~~ 

cempany ef our goed Ministry frem the Fast, and departed fer heme teward 

evening,having enjoyed a cemf 
x wt b 


On the 14th ef Octeber, our beloved brether, Hervey L.Eades, s 
eet out on a visit te his fermer heme at Seuth Unien, after having spent 
many years at Unien Village, much ef the time an efficient Officer ,and 


ALWAYS zealeus in the cause of the Gespel.He returned eon the 6th ef the 
follewing Nevember. 


UNION VILLAGE.1858 &c. 

November 7th --Sabbath. ---Te day in eur Church meeting, it was sf 
anneunced tn-enr—ennrmectinge, that eur timed fer retiring befere Meetings 
fer Divine Service, weuld be heregter reduced from 30, te 15 minutes. 
Te explain a little here, we would remark,that it has been a rule and ## 
erder ameng Believers fer many years, if net frem the first, fer all te 
be in their reems, and seated in an erderly manner te spend half an heur 


in silent meditatien previeus te cemmencing wership. This was strictly e 
@enjeined beth at evening and Sabbath Service. It was suppesed and with g 


good reasen, that this gift rendered ene much better prepared te enjey +t 
the advantages and reap the Benefits ef the wership, much better than ## 
witheut such time ef silence. But at the pried new referred te it was th 
the't best te reduce this time te 15 mimtes. | , - 


The abeve are abeut all the principal matters ef interestg connecte 
with the histery ef UnlOn Village during the year 1858.There is ene $4 
circumstance hewever, that the’ net peculiar te this year, may new bgi¢ 
ticed as well as at any ether time. That is the werms,which destreyed all 
eur fruit fer this year ef the apple kind. These werms ate all the ippp 
leaves eff the trees,leaving them as bare as in mid-winter.@f ceurse the 
fruit was all destreyed. Abeut the year 1857, the werms cemmenced a gene~ 
ral destruction ef eur Sugar trees, and this extended te other trees more 
er less, and finally attacked the Apple trees;--and year after year #¢#¢ 
centinued, their depredatiens until whele erchards fell inte decay and w 


were finally destreyed.The idea ef spraying with fluids destructive to t 
these pests had@then yet reached us. 


Althe' in seme merely outward matters, we had by this time departed 
frem eur fermer custems, te seme slight extent, --yet in regard te our p 
primal principles ef CELIBACY.--ALL THINGS IN COMMON,OBEDIENCE #¢¢ TO 
Our LRAGERS ,--niid eur OPPOSITION TO WAR,with the CONFESSION OF ALL 


KNOWN SIN;we felt ne diminutien in our faith whatever;--But centinued in 


the utmest cenfidence in their Divine energy and saving efficacy; --and 
it was enly the unfaithful te their cenvictiens, that ever had any fault 
te find with these Hely and eternal principles.The eternal nature ef sk? 
these principles ,and a faithful adherence te their practice, is what | 
we base the hepe and cenfidence ofthe perpetuity of eur Institutien upen. 
And se with these remarks, we bid farewell te the year 1858. 


4 
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144, Unien Village. (1859 &c. ) 


This year epened with seme agitatien ef the minds ef the members, i. 
in regard te seme serieus and weighty matters cennected with the leaders 
and more preminent directers of Seciety especially the first MéeMbper in + 
the Ministry. Althe’ ne pesitive accusation ceuld 


ity, that seme deubts ef his . Sanity were entertained by spme ef the me 
mere observing and judicieus ef the Seciety. THIS Led te seme uneasiness 
aneng the members, and even in the latter part ef 'S8,a hint ef these 
uneasy fellings had reached the Eastern Ménistry. There finally came te 

be such evident derilectiens frem #¢ the ordinary ceurse ef prepriety, i 
in the case of this Brether, that en the 19th ef dJamuary ef this year, #- 
Elder Daniel Beller, secend in the Ministry at Meunt Lebanen, arrived Ae 
here,; --and after tarrying seme ten days, and leeking inte the true #6 
the afere-mentiened treuble,-- a Meeting was held en 
morning it'd Ocleck; iN which El@er Daniel netified us ef the fellewing 
changes in the Order ef Ministry and alse ef the Eldership;after maturel y 
eensidering all peints ef the subject and receiving the appreval ef the 
Ministry and Elders ef Unien Village.--- That Elder Jehn Martin,whe has 
steed in the Ministry since June 25th 18359, and fer several years past, 
has eccupied the first gift therein,--is released,and Elder Aaren Babbit 
is te succeed him,with Brether Peter Beyd te stand as secend with him. 

in the Ministry ef Unien Village.And that Brether William Reynelds is,te 
Sakerthe: first places in the First Order Eldershkip,the place vacated by 
Elder Aren.This arrangement was ratified and cenfirmed by the unanimeus 
censent ef the Cnurch in this Meeting,and Elder Jehn was directed te pz 
place his mantle wren Elder Aren, whe was likewise directed te place #is 
upen Klder Wiliiam,which was dene. These directiens were given by Elder 
Daniel,and se the Meeting clesed. It was a geed feeling meeting. And en 
the Sist (Men) eur geed Elder Daniel departed fer his Eastern heme,hav- 


ing since his arrival, ministered a very great stere ef strength and bles— | 


sing and greatly cheered the dreeping spirits ef Zien& children in this 
place. 
a On the 3d ef Pebruary, Elder Jehn left the meeting heuse and Blder 
Aren meved inte the same;---and Elder William meved inte th 
reem,.--—------- And en the 6th ef the same menth, Brether Abn 
ed First Trustee ef the Church, and Brether Richard W.Pelhan Was reliev 
ef that burden.On the 27th, (Sabbath) the Church Cevenant was read beth 
te First and Secend Orders in their 9 Ocleck A.M. meeting. It ha@ net be 
 peempublicly read fer many years. 


On the 24 ef March, we made a universal effert, (turning eut alZfna 


alledged against him, 
yet seme of his vreceedinges were characterized with elements ef eceentric— 


| 
Was | 


hands)te repair fences;--te centinmue till the fences this side ef the wg 
West farms, were sufficient te turn steck and pretect the creps. This 
was decided in Ceuncil seme days befere. 


March 28th. ---A new arrangement was made this seasen, in regard te 


the Seed Garden. Taking the Medical and Seed gardens beth inte censidera.,. i 
tien, the greunds were equally dividedbetween the First and Secend Orders, | 


On the 16th ef April, the Chureh was eut ef cern and had te buy, al— ' 
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On the MORWMING ef May Sth,ef this year a crib was burned at the West 
Frame -------- And en the Sth ef June fellewing, we had the mest disastrei0é 
: frest, ef any year within the memery ef man, er ef any in this neighberxi— 

; heed. Every thing that ceuld be killed was killed. The cern was killed ¢ 
dewn te the greund, but grew again and made a geed crep. But petatees, b 
beans, & all garden vegetables, were neatly utterly ruined,and all manner 
ef fruit abeut destreyed. Yet netwithstanding this great disaster, en the 
2eaa ef this menth we held a very enJoyable Picnic en ,and near eur large 
pend in the green weeds ,by which we endeavered te make wp in seme ~~ 
fer our calamities, net have “Allcress and ne Glpry”. 


| : On the 27th ef iat, Klder Hervey Bades, re ceived a letter frem a 
os man whe had been here seme days previeus, and stated that he lived in gf 
Shelbyville Indiana,and that he belenged te a cempany ef eutlaws,whe were 
meditating a rebbery in eur Village. And that in censequence ef seme dis— 
agreement ameng themselves,he prefessed te have breken eff his cennectien 
with said gang, and had determined te betray fhem.The letter stated that 
feur men ef this nefarieus gang,had made arrangeménts te meet here this 
evening, and cemmence eperatiens at a stated heur (abeut midmight.) The 
writer ef this letter arrived here perhaps an heur befere the letter ## 
Reached fren the Pest Office. on his arrival, he entered into 
arrangements with the Office Deacens, te lead the gang tate the heuse & 
then at a certain signal they were te be taken. After this man had deliv- 
ered this intelligence te the Office Deacgns,they sent te Lebanen and in— 
fermed the Sheriff, whe we cellectedc a pesse ef men and appeared en the 
greund as seen as he ceuld. They watched until 2 Ocleck A.M.the next mern 
ing, but frem seme cause, the gang did net make their appearance.Seme ef 
the Brethren went eut en the Lebanen read te watch, but were net careful 
. @neugh in cencealing themselves, and perhaps areused the suspiciens ef t+ 
the gang. This evening, 4 erS suspicieus leeking persens were leitering 
! abeut the premises, and twe came te the Office suppesed te be part ef the 
4 _ gang.This was en the 28th, and they were alse at the Office the evening 
— pefere, and prefessed te be in search ef the man whe infermed en then, 
| & te whem they gave a very bad character. Undeubtedly they were all ceng— 
cerned in this diabelical plet,but felt themselves eut-generaled.BuF #$ 
hewever this may be,this was the last we ever heard ef them. 


> 


On the 135th ef Nevember, all hands turned eut te save the vegetables 
frem being destreyed by the early freeze that seemed abeut te set in; ;— 
cevering the same with earth . We might remark here that this plan ef all 
ning eut in emergencies like these, weulkd seem te shew up the plan ef 

ajeint interest and "“allthings in cemmen," Was an enérmeus advantage, merd—. 
i ly in a temperal and financial peint ef view,ever any iselated efferts + 
ue that ceuld be bre't te bear in emergencies like these, ef danger and dis 
, 4 aster. We ceuld at any time, turn out 50.75, er even 100 hands in cases 


sprea 


A 
| 
- 
4 
a 
| 
- 


146, 1859 & 1860. 
| UNION VILLAGE. (1859 &c.) 


Abeut the 14th ef Nevember, ef this year a new arrangement was made 
at the First Order. Heretefere, Brethren cemingin fer meals er stepping 
fer any ether reasen in the dwelling heuse,repaired te their reems. as -@ 
eccupied by each individual. But new a certain reem en the First fleer, 
was set apart fer all te assemble previeus te geing te meais, and befere 
preakfast and after supper if they chese. This was quite a geed arrangem 
ment, saving much climbing ef stairs,and alse kept the stairs and halls 
cleaner. This plan was seen Eees by all the Families, and was a faver.. 
ite arrangenent with ail. 


The munber ef the Chureh, (First &md Secend orders, Ytaken en the £4 
17th ef March ef this year, was 255,--ef stupas 161 pelenged te the Pirst 
PERRY and 94 te the Secend Order. 


visiting frem ene Seciety te anether, was imch abated frem that ef 
fermer years, still a few such visits were made, 


UNION VILLAGE. (1860 &c. ) 


ABOUTthe first ef Marehcef this year, seme thieves breke inte the @ 
Granary at the Secend Family, and stele quite an ameunt ef wheat. they 
alse teek a large ameunt ef clething, --ever ceats, ceats, pants, secks; 
shirts ,bedclethes This lething was hidden in the hay in ene ef the 
sheep -barns & wak& fert tely feund by seme ef the Brethren whe were -¢- 

getting hay and tne clethes were recevered and taken heme.---But shertly 
after, the thieves again stele frem the Secend Family Wash-heuse, a largé 
ameunt ef shirts, and escaped with them.The thieves hewever, werw shertly | 
after apprehended. wpen a reward ef $100 effered fer their apprehensien. 
They were found te be apestates, whe had seme time previeus left the gg 
Seciety.And here follews the deneuement ef said thefts.Shertly after 
these transactiens, viz.the 4th ef April fellewing, the Officers still +t 
pursuit ef the thieves, ene Oliver Davis, an Officer, came here this 
merning, having in custedy, Themas F.ziléefre, whe,it appears, has been 
engaged in this stealing, which had been geing en fer a ennes capeeee ery 
He was bret here fers. se ef cempremizing, which he aid, by saveeian 


te restere, er pay fer the stelen preperty, rather than te cemne te trial 
in the case. 


On the 2d ef April, ene Richard Realf arrived here, He was engaged « 
as Jehn Brewn's Secretary, during the Kansas treubles. THis was The & 
Jenn Brewn ef Harper's Perry neoteriety.Richard said he had ceme frem Cin-« 
cinnati, that he was weary ef the werld, and had ceme ent ef ne idle cur. 
esity, bud expressly fer the purpése ef beceming acquainted with us, 

that he was weary ef the werld, and wanted rest,not fer his bedy but fer 


his #@4F mind. --He was acc@rdingly directed te Elder Charles D.Hampten 
ef the West Brick, (the gathering Order, )and advised te submit te his 


instructien. He was a man ef uncemmen abilities, and seen began te lecture) 


| 
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and preach te the public whe gathered en the Sabbath, te witness e 
Our wership. He was witheut deubt, the best speaker we ever had amengst 
us.He drew large audiences every Sabbath, and centinued te address the P 
Public, all summer, te the great delight ef beth Believers and the werld. 
And get after all, eur dear friend Richard, whe had gene thre'se mich su 
suffering in establishing freedem in Kansas, and se many perils since 
he left that treubled State, ---eften in the greatest danger ef his life, 
wasnet quite ready te sheulder the whele cress, by which we are crucifie 
: te the werlid and the werld unte us. Se after having been eur public $fp¢ 
Preacher during the Sumer, he left us on the Sth ef September follesici¢ 
and launched his vessel ence mere ipen the treubled Sea ef dimental 
plane ef existence, netwithstanding the terrible weariness and painful ¢ 
experience, he was suffering under when he arrived at Unien Village. 
Peer man;--He afterwards became entangled in the meshés ef a certain tt 
wemen's wiles, and the parties being altegether unadapted te each ether; 
in a few years Richard cemmitted suicide.BUT he served with hener as aM 
Majer in the Civil war. | 


On the 2lst ef May, at er near 4 Ocleck P.M. we had pass ever eur V 
Villace, a mest destructive sterm ef wind,rain, and seme hail. prestrat 
ing timber and fences te a very censiderable extent.At seme points in 
the neighberlheod, we hear ef heavy destruction . At ene plantatien, the 
trees were all reeted up — twe er three.And it seemed that all ever. 


the country, as far as we cemvlearn, the destructien has been very £¢fg} 
general. 


During the present time censiderable paintingu@s geing en beth at t 

the Pirst and Secend Families, and things assume? quite a clean and lively 
appearance in censequence. | 
he mamber ef members in the entire Village, 

as taken on the 20th ef August, this year, wass64. ef which the First 
Order contained 136,-- the Seeend Order 86@,--the Secend Family 100, and 
and West Families 48.80 here seems te be an evident decimatien in number 
rather mere marked, than in fermer years, althe'it¢gasy te see, that such. 
decimation, ha® been gradually geing on the mere slewly, fer a number ef . 
years. 


We had great reasen fer thankfulness, and gratitude te eur Heavenly 
Vather, fer a very abundent harvest ef all the geed things ef this life. 
Wheat,rye,Barley Oats, Petatees, Apples, Cherries and berries, all came 
in in a luxury ef abundance. Our Wheat ameunted te 2210 Bushels.--Barley 
112,0ats 325 | 


. But the seething caldren of war was beginning te threw up seme bub- 
i bles of ferebeding and fearful disaster mere er less ever all these 
| U.S.A. And 02.-- the awful cleud ef herrer raised by the breaking eut ef 
an iternecine war!What but serrew, ageny, and ell meral and spiritual 


demeralization, can fellew in its awful wake? 


t 
‘ 
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Remarks. THe year 1860. passed away at Unien Village, in great peace 
and tranquility, althe'the U.S.A.was in the threes ef a very ardueus and 
dangereus pelitical struggle and the Nerth and Seuth, were en the very b 
brink ef a fatal and fearful #ffpht experiment. The Seuth, were determin 
ed te ferce certain pelitical issues, ameng which was net enly the per 
petuity, but the extensien ef the damnable Institutien ef Slavery, inte 
free territery of the United States. Failing in this they had determined 
te secede frem the Nerth, and set up a Gevernment ef their ewn. This they 
did afterwards attempt, But failed as we all knew,but net till after a 4 
year's awful civil war. These internecine agitatiens began te have their 
effect en the entire UNION, and ef ceurse Believers ceuld net escape | 
their baleful influence altegether.But Unien Village kept as far aleef f 


frem them as pessible. Several ef the Seuthern States, had already sece 
ded frem the Unien, and a war with all its herrers, seemed inevitable. 
As an expressien ef our fearful ferebedings, at the clese ef this year, 
(1860 )we oo here, a peem, written as a kind ef requiem ef the dep~ 
ef the Peace we enjeyed threugh the year just clesed.o» 
| Dark and inne a are hanging, Silently areund the Sky, 
All the music --all the clanging, --Of the year has fluttered by. 
He is lingering, he is dying, --Even the last and wendreus year, 
Whispering wintry winds are select --Funeral bedings in his ear. 


THreugh tae silent ferest eliding, -—Creeps the breeze with lenely wail, 
While the Sun his beams is hiding--And is hushed the hill and valé. 

Net ene little bird is peeping --Frem his crevice in the fence , Nié~-ene--<- 
Net pne little insect cleeping Thre'the vapers chill and dense. 


Still the funeral dirge is pealing --Of the eld departing year, 

In the rivulets new cengealing --Sheeting far their crystals clear. 
And EFelian music deepen --By their melanchely click, 

As aleng the vale they're creeping Thre’ the rushes dead and thick. 


Le-the beding ewl ia is heeting In yen ancient selem tree, 
Deleful bird --his msic suiting --Te the funeral elegy. _ 
Pare well year ef jey and serrew,Year ef famine and ef feast, 
Theu shalt never see Temerrew Shining frem the resy East. 


Grizzly Death is thee saluting --Theu at neon ef night shalt die,-- 
Just when a Meteer swiftly sheeting,--Gleams adiess the midnight sky. 
We have seen thy strange mteatiens, --In this 1@fer Werld ef eurs, 
Signals ef the wrecks ef Natiens And the crush ef kingly pewers. 
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UNION VILLAGE. (1861 &e. ) 
| POEM CPNTINUED. 
Even in this, eur levely Ceuntry, Feuk Secessien is the ery, 
And we make this selemm entry, SIAVERY'S DOOM IS DRAWING NIGH) 
Seuth Carelina has seceded, -All the Cettens ena strike, 
Wisdem is ne lenger heeded,--Net has been befere, -the like. 


Slavery that curse ef curses, New is quaking in its beets; 

And thre' herrers and reverses, --Will be riddled branch and reets. 

Hew leng this may be ensuing, Ged in Heaven enly knews; -Bat-thertenpest- 
But the tempest hell is brewing, Which will all its herrers clese. | 


ONEmere transient revelutien --Of the Earth areund the Sun, 

And the weary land ef Cushan May be blest with Freedem' &*O%.- 
Slavery theu curse ef curses,Judgements in thy train shall creep, 
The' the tempest eft disperses, Vengeance shall net always sleep. 


Bach succeeding sterm greys blacker 0 Seceders hewl and weep, 

Land ef niggers and “tebacker” --Seen yehlibe a ruined heap. | 
Peace be te the wintry ashes --O@f the eld departed year, Hm-witi-nerer-: 
He will never hear the crashes --Or the greanings ef the Sphere. 


He will never hear the seething --Of the Seuthern crater het ,—-ter he 
Ner the secret vengeance breathing-- Prem the curs'd Secessien plet. 

PaRe well ail thy jey ai serrew --Eighteen hundred sixty-- 
 Theu hast glided like an arrew --Inte regiens dim and lene. 


New the curfew ceases knelling, --New thy funeral service e'er, : 
Wintry winds have ceased their wailing, --Theu hast left this earthly shoy6 
Fare well---we shall see the never Seldem shall repeat thy name, A 
All thy sengs are hushed ferever, --Are thy sesrews all, the same? 


Shades and shadews dreams and vapers, All must surely flee away, 
As the midnight glimmering tapers, Vanish leng befere the Fig i 
May we walk in self denial, Meet the crisis as He derretsjrd 
And = ev'ry heur ef trial --Ferward leek te better days. 


On the 29th ef Jammary ef this year (1861)the first knitting machine 
ever used by the Seciety, was beught and intreduced by the Gathering Ord. 
er.Heretefere the sisters and girls, have always ,er mestly, knit mest 
ef eur geeds ef this kind, and their werk was vastly better than any that 
ceuld be feund in the market. They eften knitted mittens & gleves which 


they seld readily at $6 per pair. These were made of fur ef ceens,msk-r 
rats minks &c. 


March lst we kept in sacred memery ef eur dear Mether's birth. 
These days we generally kept as we usually ebserved the Sabbath in eur C 
Churches,and impreved the same fer quietness and spiritual edificatien. 
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: : en the 4th ef March ef this year, eur eld Nerth Heuse which steed s 
seme 80 er 90 yards Nerth ef the Brick Heuse, was burned dewn net by 4mc 
incendiaries, but fer want ef preperly securing the fire in ene ef the r 
reems. A great ameunt ef breemcern in the raw material,;was stered there 
as well as breems,furniture ef many kinds, teels and impliments, ef tis 
divers kinds, wuss census. The less was suppesed te be aheut $10, 000. 


On On the 19th ef this menth, the the land and premises heretefere bede 
lenging te the twe Church femilies ef First and Secend Orders jeintiy, | 
was divided and separated fer the greater cenvenience of manipulating t 

the the same. 


o Apbil 15th, wewers infermed that war had breken eut between the 
Seceded States, and the leyal,by an attack en Pert Sumpter, made by the 
fermer. Dreadful tidings! But therewis nething fer it enly te submit te t 
te the inevitable. But Believers cwusd net jein in it er even indirectly 
abet it;--fer as we leeked at it)Christ's fellewers ceuld net unite i ae 
vend thing calculated te injure er destrey their fellew beings. 


On the 26th ef September ef this year, the President ef the U.S.A. 
issued a Preclamatien calling en all the Natien te spand this day in fas- 
ting and prayer in view ef the terrible calamity ef WAR which had ever@hi~. 
shadewed the U.s. In accerdance therewith, the Church and Seciety met at 
10 Ocleck in the merning, and held Divine Service. It truly was a dark a 
and selemn time, and called fer prayer and deep repentance fer all eur s 
sins and shert-cemings. ----We may say here, that Believers have always 
ebeyed these requisitiens 7 —" er Geverner te fasting, prayer, 
er thanksgiving. 


On the 6th ef Octeber, the twe Brethren, Manus Denerty, and Rebert 
McElhenny, returned frem a seed-trip having been eut ever Illineise ##7i 
selling seeds and taking up receipts. In these days, we seld many hundredé 
ef dellars werth ef Garden seeds, all ever the Western States, and the 3 
Brethren were ef ten eut fer several weeks and even menths at a time. 

These Brethren were gene abeut 9 weeks. 


We ebserved the 28th ef Nevember as a day of Thanksgiving preclaimed 
by the Geverner ef the State. On the 4th ef December, a squad ef seldiers 
requested dinner which we previded fer them. Se the twe great antagenime 
ging pewers,centime te muster their ferces fer the deadly struggle betwee 
Slyery and Freedem;---fer that is indeed the mighty. issue befere then, 
which the sequel will deubtless preve.$44And en the 18th ef Dec. Reuben 
Wise arrive@ frem Seuth Unien, with the tidings, that the Rebels had take | 


en frem the Seuth Unien Believers, 8 herses, 12 wagens & 12 sets ef harn. 
ess,--teok their hay & grain, burned their fences &c. and threatened still 
mere éestructien. Fer these and ether War treubles, see S.Unien HISTORY. 
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During this year, the herrid Civil war raged with fury and its deme 
alizing influence insidieusly began te creep inte seciety; peisening its 
very seurces with party hatred and a thirst fer the bleed ef its victims. 
Of ceurse Believers ceuld net escape it all, but seme ,and especialy the 
yeung were gradually mere er less swayed and breught under its direful i 
 influence,and drawn inte the vertex ef military and pelitical agita tien 
and strife. A war, and especially a civil war is ef all things the mest 
destructive te the precepts and Religien ef Jesus Christ. It seems te st 
strike at the very feundatien principles ef the Church,which are PEACE 
AND GOOD WILL TO MAN;and is the very eppesite ef the element ef LOVE in 
every sense ef the werd.But we streve hard te keep up the zeal and spiri_ 
ual ferver ef fermer times and te keep as far aleef frem the distracting 
influences ef the war as pessible,and te meve aleng in the quiet path ef 

Peace and Order, as the cenditiens ef eutside agitatien weuld allew. 


| On the 17th ef Jamary ef this year, twe yeung men (by name Geerge 

| w. Slayten & Albert M'c Elhinney, went dewn te the large pend at the get 
gristmill in the evening, te scate en the ice. They plunged inte an ati 
air-hele and were drewned. A beet ##¢ was feund en the ice, and it was s 
suppesed that ene had first fallen in, and that the ether had tried te r 
rescue him and in sé deing had breken in and lest his ewn life.they were 
abeut 18 te 19 years eld and highly esteemed.they lived at the Seuth Heuse 
and their funeral ebsequies were ebserved the day fellewing,at that Fami 
ly. They were recevered by srappling irens which the Brethren used en a 


raft made fer the purpese,'--ene in the @arly part ef the afterneen;-- t 
' the ether later en. 


: On the 7th ef April, the cew-barn at the West Frame was burned Jgg¢ 
tegether with 1 Cew & 9 calves.It was suppesed te have been dene by an a. 
| incendiary. 


On the 3lst ef May, a little bey seme 9 er 10 years eld,was drewned 


in the large pend while swimming there;-—-by name Jeln Mc Grath.He lived 
at the Secend Family. | 


On the 2d day ef August, ef this year, eur geed Ministry frem the M 
Mether Church arrived at Unien Village.They were welcemed heartily by us 
all, as they had been detained fer seme time in Kentucky and- we had $¢¢¢ 
beceme quite anxieus fer their safety en ##gacceunt ef the perils ef war 
te which they were subject in that State. On the Oth, they sent a des-— 
pasth te Pleasant Hill fer Brether Jehan Martin te repert at Unien Villag 
immediately. 

And en the loth, (Sabbath jin eur Chh. meeting, Elder Daniel 
anneunced that Elder Hervey L.Eades whe had lived 19 years at Unien Vill 
age, was new te return te his fermer heme at Seuth Unien. He was te take 
his place in the Ministry there, as assistant te Elder Jehn Rankin. Elder 


URBAN E.JOHNS ,heretefere eccupying the secend place in the S.U.Ministry, 
was te beceme first Trustee at that Seciety. | 
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On the 13th ef August, (Wednsday) the Church was called te attend a 
meeting in eur meeting reemat the Center Heuse and the feklewing changes 
were anneunced by eur geed Eastern Ménistry. Breyher Beter Beyd was te 
be released, and te take his fermer place as first Trustee ef the Secie 
ty.Elder Cephas appeinted te the secend place in the Ministry ,and Flider 
Jehm whe wsa lately called frem Pleasant Hill by despatch, was te fill 
the vacancy thus made at the Gathering Order; te stand as first with Bre. 
ther Ezra T.Leggitt te stand with him as assistant. Brether Oliver C.Han 
ten ,new secend Elder at the First Order, is appeinted as First Elder ef 
the Secend Order in place ef Elder Hervey L.Eades new gene te the seciet 
at Seuth Unien . It was likewise expected, (the' emitted te be mentiene 
that Bre' Charles Clapp weuld succeed Brether Oliver in the secend Elder 
ship at the Center.The Deacens at the Office, being Bre' Peter Beyd and 
Bre'Edwin Burnham, it was recemnended b% the Eastern Ministry, that they 
give te Brether Edwin the charge ef the Seed business}--te find a market — 
fer the same, make purchases &c,--and that Bre' Peter was te superintend 
in the same manner, the $f6¢e Bieee Herd ,and alse the Breem business if 
need be. ----And when at heme, te be feund empleyed in seme hand laber. ] 
Fer said they, "Seciety will net take it kindly te be urged inte diligence — 
in business, in hand laber, by these whe are net diligent therein. Se it 
is necessary fer these whe are called te bear temperal burden, te be gf 
examples ef industry and faithfulness." --They said it was a very easy m 
matter, fer Deacens te get inte a way ef geing frem place te place, and 
alse spending their time sitting areund, reading the Newspapersé&c.But if 
they are deveted in their eccupatiens, and industrieus in hand laber, 
the Brethren will receive their erders and requests, much mere kindly. 

Abeut the 14th ef Aug. Secretary Stanten issued an Order, prehibitt— 
ing all persens subject te a draft, frem leaving the State er Ceuntryta 
te escape such draft. Censequently it is dangereus fer perséns between +t 
the ages ef 18 & 45 te leave the state witheut a certified pass frem ar 
recruiting Officer. Elder Giles (ene ef the Eastern Ministry Rthat in re- 
gard te the impending draft, he weuld,if the Gevernment impesed it, pay 
a reasonable fine as a penalty, but weuld by ne means furnish a substitule 
Ner if Gevernment cempelled us té march weuld he bear arms in any case 
er serve as a Teamster er scarcely as a nurse. But we might denate semet.. 
thing te the relief ef the sick and suffering,but that such denatiens sr 


sheuld be in the shape ef things uncenvertible inte any thing but the use | 
ef the suffering. | 


In a coenversatien had with the Mt,Lebanen Ministry, by Elder William q 
Reynelds and 0.C.Hampten abeut this time,they said "Elders--—We want yeu 
shuuld use yeur best influence, te alilay all feelings which new exist, e 
en the subject ef the divisien ef interest, between the Pirst & Secend 
Orders,just as much as the’ it had never been talked ef. Fer we are net 
prepared at this time te say what we weuld recemmend in the premises. 

They further sai@ "We want yeu Ministry and Elders, te te develep a ep= 
Spiritual gift in Seciety ---it is greatly needed, and we think the atten. 
tien eught het te be drawn in ether directiens. There mist be a baptism eo 


of LOVE which mist ge thre’ the Bedy, commencing at the Ministry 


: 
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whe are te minister te the Elders and they te the peeple;--the elde 
te the yeunger until this feeling pervades the whele Seciety.A werk ef J 
Judgement is needed te cenfess actual sins,and — put away hardness an 
epen the feuntains ef Leve. 


On the 16th ef Aug. eur beleved Ministry set eut fer heme by the "y 
ef Nerth Unien Elder William with a mumber ef the Brethren accempanied 
them te Merrewtewn depe, and en the way received much geed advice and sp 
spiritual ceunsel.Ameng ether things Eldress Betsy admenisked Elder Will- 
iam te take held ef,and laber in the gift which had been ministered,by 
cenfessing eur sins and Immbling eurselvs te eneanether.She said 
she had dene the same befere the Peeple and had asked their fergiveness 
and that Elder Daniel had eften mmbled himself in this manner in meetin) 
and befere the peeple. She alse queted Father James's great example ef h 
humility in this publick exhibitien ef himself. She said furthermere, tr 
that all sheuld unite in singing even if they did ne mere than ”_-* theif 
lips. The changes prepesed and sanctiened by the Church unitedly¥, came 
eff in the erder ef time as fellews ---Auz,Z20th. Elder Hervey bade us fa 
fare well and left fer Seuth Unien.-—— "_. 26th. Eider Jehn and Bre'Ezra 
take their places at the West Brick.--- * e Eléer Cephas meves inte 
the Meeting Heuse with Elder Aaren. --- * i“ Brether Petér Beyd gees 
te Office as First trustee. ---------— " ® Brether Israel Tretter 
meves inte the Churehfer Farm Deacen. : 


On the same day abeve named, 6 Brethren went te Lebanen te be exemp- 
ted frem military duty;--Seme are Aliens, and seme physically disabled. 
New we will resume eur regular histery by geing back a few days. 


On the 18th the Elders Trustees, deacens,mechanicske. met & decided 
te erect a Sergimm mill at the eld tanyard siteand abeut this time, 0.c. 
Hampten meved te the SOuth Heuse as First Flder in that family. He went 
befere Elder Harvey left in erder te receive seme instructiens in regard 
te said family. 

On the 22d, the First Family held a Picnic en the banks ef eur 1 
pend er lake.After dinner which was a splendid ene mest ef the family 
went up te the Secend Family and had a meeting. Brether Charles Hampten 
preached, and #ga general geed time was enjeyed with eur goo) Brethre& 
sisters there. Se the ses passed — very pleasantly. 


At this siun we were selling seeds, preserving and packing herbs, > 
running eur weelen ¢ppgey- factery, manufacturing and selling breems, s 
grinding and selling fleur, precuring ells, extracts and reets as medicinti} 
raising cattle fer beef and fer sale &c,and aise building a barn fer the [| 

West Frame family, and making Serginm te use and sell. Se that se far as 
temperalities were cencerned, we net enly had plenty te de, but were ind 
trieus and quiet, and felt zealeus in the geed cause ef the Gespel. Dur vig 
thts time, we had many geed and inspiring meetings, and tried te keep et 
alive the fermer zeal and gifts which we had been liberally blest wirh. 
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We have made this one @ 2 barrels ef grape wine, 60 gallens ef straw— 
perry, and 30 gallens ef currant wine. We did this fer twe reasens,ist 
because it was needed fer medicine, and 2d. because when we made it eurs ~ 
elves, we knew it was pure and Unadulterated. 


On the 23a ef Octeber, we raised eur new barn at the West Frame . 
Seme ef the Believers weveafflicted with the censcriptiens new geing en 
fer recruits fer the ABM¥e But weceuld net take wp arms against eur felli- 
@w beings. By the 3d ef Nev. we had made 24 barrels ef Sergimm, sugar be 
ing difficult te preenre en acceunt ef the War. 
| | But abeut this time er a 
little previeus, Brether Benjamin Gates ef Mt.Lebanen, and Brether Ezra 
T.Leggitt ef Unien Village ,were appeinted a cemnittee by eur Ministry e 
ef the Mether Church, te wait upen the Present Abraham Lincelin, and the 
Secretary Cemmedere Stanten, and see if any thing ceuld be dene fer the 
telief ef Believers. They finaliy decided te draft all Believers subject 
therete, and then erder their cemmanding Officer te allew them an indefi_ 
nite furlew. This relieved us and during the war there was ne mere treub!4 
terrible ravages and demeralizing influences ef the war, althe we were u = 
3 pimass te escape them all. But O hew eur dear Brethren in the Seuth, at 4 


PLEASANT HILL & SOUTH UNION were afflicted and rebbed and persecutedi ie 
We had many and leng letters frem them when cemmimicatien was epen, but on 
a as they did net refer te eur ewn seciety, we did net think fit te insert 2 
them here unless in a separate bedy ef infermation which may hereafter be S 
inserted in this histery. Seme 7 er & left the Chh. during the year, and e 
mere Or less ef analmest unperceivable spirit ef apathy and decaying ef 
3 spiritual zeal ameng tee many seemed te stealthily creep in and affect ¢ 
1 eur Spiritual travel. We cannet deubt but an inward desire fer military ~~. 
~“glery was seething in the minds ef seme ef the yeung, and this ef itself 
) weuld necessarily detract frema a spiritual life and zeab in the Gespel eo 
and teke away in a shert time, all interest in the precieus cress by =k? o 
which we are crucified te te the werld and the werld unte us.Still the M 54 
Ministry and Elders tried hard te maintain geed erder and keep up a #o#% : 
living zeal in eur wership;and eften te bear a streng testimeny in faver : 
ef the mest Hely cause in which we had enlisted. 


Unien Village.1863 &c. 


On the Sd ef February ef this year, the Ministry, Elders, Trustees 
and Deacens Met at the Office and decided te have the iren wheel, built 
fer theGristmill, te be rimmed, se as t0& have weeden buckets fit inte + 
it. Anether matter ef considerable weight was, whether er net, we sheuld 
re-intreduce again the use ef beught,er stere tea and ceffee sWhich fer s 


seme time had been laid aside. It was net then settled, But subsequnentl\y 
they were re-intreduced. oy 
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On the 14th of the same month, another meeting or Council of the 
principal Officers. was held at the Office at 8 Oclock A.M. & continued 
in session until 30clock in the afternoon (except for dinmre.) As it may 
be interesting to the reader to know what was transacted in these meet— 
ings, I will here give the details of thiis one as an average sample of 
all such business meetings,or Councils, ist. The Blacksmith shop was #¢ 
taken into consideration. It was a question whether or not it was worth 
keeping up at its present rate of profit? —After due deliberation it 
was agreed to Oéfer the hired Smith $100 additional wages per year, & 
that he find his own wood,butter & milk,which heretofore we have found. 
Second. It was resolved & agreed upon, to place 3 hands in the Woolen 
Factorvg & grist-mill, & place a Brother & team at their disposal,in ## 
that branch. of business; in addition to mamifacturing yarn, to aiso 
mamfacture flour & sell the same;-to purchase wheat for this purpose, 

& apply the proceeds of this flour to purchasing wool to rum the Sener 
all of which was to be under #4 a foreman who was yet to be named. 
34.—-A committee of Brethren consisting of Brothe Edwin Burnham ( Trus—_ 
tee,) & Brethren Israel Trotter & William Jennings, to be appointed.te 
examine & ascertain what repairs as to shingling,weather—-bpoarding &c, 
were needed at present & to report the same to the Council. : 

4th, It was agreed to man the herb, or medicine department, with four 
hands who were. not to be disturbed by being celled into the harvest ex-— 
cept as they could spare time,& this was to be decided by the foreman 
elone. —-5th, It was resolved and agreed upon to have tizree hired 
men in the harvest ai the Pirst Order, as moet of the Brethren of said 
family were engagedin mechanical branches not convenient to abandon at 
this time. Albeit ,éth.itwas finally though? best as hands were sopely 
Needed, to suspen work in the factcry for four weeks, & turn the hands 
into the harvest,in addition to the hired men, | 


Seventh.—-It was resolved to once more intraéduce the use of Store Tea & So 


Goffeein the ratio of 6 tc 10, of our forme® use of these beverages. 


Bighth. -It was resolved to appoint Brothe Augustus Tibberghien as Team 


ster for in the service of the Mill & Factory aforesaid. 
Ninth, It was resolved to plant 30 to §0 acres of Broom-com at the 
West—lot & have the same tended by hired men;-the said WEstiot being 2 
miles frou the Center house,& therefore inconvenient for famaing so far 
away;—& that Elder Cephas should superintend the planting of said Broom 
com. — ~IOth. It was resolved that the First & Seeond Orders of 
the Cmireh should furnish supplies for the use of the ota as follows 
viz. First: Order. 
| All the Hay. 
Barly votatoes, 
Sweet potatces, 
Small fruits, 
Peaches. 
7/llof the Apples. 


of Phe & mit ton. (see following page. ) 
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| Secend Order Supplies. 
All the late Irish petatees frem time ef ieiinniiis digging. 
All the cern. 4/11 ef the Apples. 
4/11 ef the sawed wood. 
4/11 ef the beef and mutten. 
All ef the Serhhun, 


These 10 several reselutiens and pre visiens, were united in with a geed 


feeling ef unien and interest fer the best beheef ef the Chh. and in #f¢ 
these days nene ef the lay members the't ef eppesing any plans laid eut 
by these called te bear burdens in zien,whether ef a spiritual er temper. 
al characters,...And it weuld seem that when they had the privilege ef 
sanctiening, er eppesing the appeintwent ef these Officers, and secendly 
when it was a mathematical certainty that the Seciety ceuld net exist ## 
witheut Officers ef seme kind, that they weuld tnhesitatingly cemply wit 
the requirements ef the same,and se it was. 


On the Sth ef April, the Church cenmenced plewing fer Breemcern with 
14 teams in ene field. And en the 9th, they plewed the West Frame erchard 
and in the twe days, plewed 40 acres with the same hands and teams. This 
shews in seme degree, the advantage ef cemmmal and erganized laber ever 
the iselated cenditien ef the cenmmen order ef — eutside. 

snanely, "Me 
and my WIG 9 oy sen Jehn and his wife, and we feur and ne meref-------- 


@n the Sth ef May, aparty ef Visiters arrived at Bnien Village frem 
Seuth Unien,namely Samel Smith, Jeffersen Shannen, Mary McCemb,Eliza #é 
Rankin Saleme Davis,Martha Truesdale,Olive Shannen and Sally Rice. We #¢ 
were all giad te see them after they had passed fhre'se many trials and 
persecutiensfrem the Army)beth sides ef which quartered themselves upen 
them frem time te time during presence ef the same im their neigh ber - 
heed. They were met by the Unien Village Brethren and Sisters, at the $¢ 
Seuth Lebanen depe, and the Escprt censisted ef 7 carriages and 435 perserid. | 
On the 10th (Sabbath, We had eur geed Seuth Unien Visiters with us, and 
eur meeting was 1 i/2 heurs leng and well impreved in geed gifts efleve 
Sympathy and reciprecal acknewledgements ef unien and geed neighberheed, 
between the twe Secieties.And en the 18th they were escerted areund the 
premises and neighberheed by 34 ef the Brethren and sisters ef the $¢gdé 
First Family,and all had avery enjeyable time. Previeus te this, #ippeie 
they made a shert visit te Watervieet. And at last en the 2lst ef May 
they were escerted te Hamilten by nearly fhe entire Secend Order Family, 
where they expect te leave fer heme by way ef White Water.The day was ## 
mestly spent en the Hamilten Fair greunds, and was very happily passed i 
in festivity and general freedem and recreatien with eur beleved visiter$, 


On the 15th ef June, Brether Benjamin Gates, ef Mt.Lebanen,(fem whey 
we receved a letter directed te the Trustees )requested the names ef all 
the Brethren subject te censcript,te be ferwarded te Mt,Lebanen} with 


a view te using his influence with the Gevermment Officials at Washingten, 
te have us exempted frem Censeript law. 
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On the 10th ef July, General Jehn Mergan was reperted te be en a 


raid in Indiana with 8000 treeps (Cavalry) and Geverner Merten is callin 


@n the State Malitia, te drive him eut ef the State. On the 15th repert 
saidhe was beund fer Cincinnati er Camp Dennisen seme miles abeve en the 
Miami River.We are hiding eur herses and ether steck in the weeds tipre 
vent Mergan frem seizing them if pessible.On the 15th (Wednesday) the ¢# 
Church held a meeting, the ebject ef which was te bear eur united testig 


all warring and shedding the bleed ef eur fellew men and in faver ef Hes 


taught and lived and we, as fellewers ef Jeus, cannet live er teach any 
ether dectrine er discipline,iet the censequences be what they may, even 
if we have te lay dewn eur lives in the maintainance ef these principles. 
There was alse a streng testimeny berne, against se mmeh reading and x 
circulating of daily Newspapers in the Church, defailing the scenes ef -r 


war and bleedshed geing en at this time, and filling the minds ef beth 2 


Brethren and sisters with the spirit ef war, and indurating all tender # 
feelings ef spiritual aspiration. This testimeny was given by a large #¢ 
pertien ef the elder Believers. Accerdingly, en the 16th (Muster day )all 
the Brethren declined attendance thereen, and new they will have te abid@ 
the issue, be that what it may. On the 17th Gen. Mergan was reperted at 
Masen (7miles seuth ef here) and we are again hiding eur herses, sheep | 
&e. But the repert preved untrue and we were agreeably disappeinted. 

On the 18th, we weréinfermed, that thet Captain Cewan (efLebanen )had 


appeinted a file ef men te ceme and ferce eur Brethren fhe had been cens 


cripted,) away inge the Army; but finding the regiment(which is lying at 


Camp Dennisen)full, and ne mere arms en hands, the erder was ceuntermand 


ded.--------- On the 25th Elder Charles Clapp teek Brethren William #égf 
Me gladery and James Smith te Hamilten te the Preve Martial there, tej 


have them adjudged as aliens and se te enable them te ge clear ef the ¢ 


draft. They were ceunseled te apply te the British Censul at Chicage, & 


they ceuld precure exemptipn papers, #p¢¥téigeé and they weuld be accepted 
if preperly qualified by the parties claiming the exemptien. 


On the 26th, (Sabbath) A letter was read frem the Ministry at Mt. Leba- 
nen. on the subject ef the draft, which serieusly affect§Mt. Lebanen #¢¢ 


Believers, as there were many yeung men in that Seciety, liablec te draft. 


It alse speke ef a decument in preparatien, te present te Gevernment in 
case ef drafting;--- and geing te shew that Believers have always been 
eppesed te wars and fightings, and that when meney was ceming te them ## 
frem said Gevermment, in the shape ef pensiens, fer military service,, 


their principles weuld net allew them te receive itj;and that there are ati 
at this time, large sums ef meney ef this kind, --upen which, if cempeund 
interest had been allewed, weuld new ameunt te mere than a millien dellars, 


Peace and geed will te all. That this was the principle that Jesus Christ 
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On the Seth the principal burden- 
bearers of Seciety met and and reselved te have a furnace built fer maké.. 
ing Serghum; then te finish the repairs decided upen by the Cemmittee ef 
three appeinted te te this business March 28th ef this year. Then the ## 
First Order are te build a Carriage-Heuse if they ad@déable. The SZecend 
Order are te build fer themselves a new Wurse reem er Infirmary. They are 
te get all the timbers ready this year, and early in 1864,put up the 
puilding if they have werkmen adequate te the jeb;--if net they are ” & 
pe furnished #€ with the same. 


Qn the 9th ef August, (Sabbath )a letter was read frem Meunf Lebaney}t 
sent by eur geed Ministry there,stating that eleven Brerhren had been ¢# 
drafted inte the Army Frem the varieus Secieties Eastward viz. Hanceck, 
Tyringham, Harvard and Sherley. Hider Fredrick and Brether Benjamin Gates 
have petiened the War department at Washingten, fer remi ssien frem the @ 
draft, en acceunt ef the genscientieus scruples ef Believers en that 
score. And On the HPP 28th ef September, anether letter was received ¢# 
frem the same seurée, stating that 17 persens had been drafted frem the 
Seciety ef Mt.Lebanen. but Elder Daniel Beler (the writer ef the letter,) 


anneunces emphatically, that they are determined te maintain the princip.,, 
ples ef peace and nen resistance at the risk ef their lives. , 


On the 2lst ef Octeber, Brether Peter (Trustee) paid the military > | 
fine ef the Brethren whe refused te ebey the muster call.Fine and cests, 
ameunted te $35. --------On the 17th ef December, several Brethren went 
te Hamilten te precure exemptien frem the Army service, en acceunt ef Ale 
jenage, under size,physical disability&e. -------- THe fellewing is a HF 
Bill ef geeds sent by Belivesrgat Unien Village, te the Sanitary Fair #¢. 
held at’CinCinnati -----2Zbarrel Temate Catsup. 

1 barrel Seur creut. 

5 Dried Apples. 

Green 

4 1/zBushels dried sweet cern, 
8 dez.breems. 

& pexes Garden seeds. 

10 gallens Geeseberry sauce. 

6 gallens apple preserves. 

The whele valued et } 158.50. 


On the 25th ef December, (Christmes) we held @ meeting ef the whele | 
Seciety, lasting twe heurs,with mmch geed testimeny in faver ef the ggpgp 
Gespel and a goed degree ef zeal in spiritual gifts. 4 


On the Slst ef this last menth ef the year, the mumber ef members + } 
in the First erder was lll. The spirit ef war was having its deadly effect) 
en the Seciety and particularly the yeunger pertion thereef. But we stil | 
did all we ceuld te keep all in spiritual harness,whe ceuld be reached + || 
by the spirit ef Jesus and Mether, which had always se far, pretected the 4% 
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On the 17th ef Jamuary ef this year, (Sabbath,) a letter was read £ 


frem eur goed Elder Giles ef Meunt Lebanen, treating ef several peints 


nedessary te be watched clesely in a Believer's travel. Ameng these was, 
that ef giving eur minds te pender upen the awful scenes ef bleedshed an 
war, and alse upen pelitics ef the day;--that seuls whe weuld thus spend 


their precious mements, weuld be barren of a spititual gift, and inspira~— 


tiens frem en High. That the’ such might make use ef geed werds, yet Hf 
they would be as empty as an uninflated balleen. ---We made a Cevenant b 
py the raising ef eur hands, in this meeting, furthermere, that we weuld 
net speak evil ef ene anether,and this Cevenant breught us inté spiritual 
unien and relatien with eur geed Brethren and sisters at the Hely Mennt 
(as the Mether Church was then called. ) 


Abeut the 10th ef February ef this year, Elder Jehn Martin be't ef 
Thomas Keever, (Jeining eur premises, ) 257 acres ef land at 70 dellars a 
an acre. (Being very nearly 18,000dellars. )Theyalse be't anether tract ef 
100 acres ,lying Seuth West ef the West Brick, at 50 dellars per acre, 
(3000 dellars..Se it seemed the Gathering order were net by any means 
bankrupt at this time. 


On the 24th ef the same menth, the Chh. held a ceuncil asus o 


. @f Ministry Elders, trustees and deacens, which held frem 1 ecleck P.M. 

te 9 P.M. In this Meeting abeut 18 several prepesitiens were discussed & 
dispesed ef. As these referred te eur temperal and financial matters mest — 
ly its need net here be But the was cenducl® 


d4dé.with dignity- and the’ perhaps net with regard te ‘the 


pp rules ef Parliamenary usage in all particulars.One item ef this 
Ceuncil hewever, we will mentien because it was semething new with us. 
Prepesitien 16th was as fellews viz. "Reselved, that $600 (with the pres 
= ef OR, UR yprevided that eur Canady Lands ean be seld fer that gf 
ee lotr fer the benefit ef the Church beth in repairing & 
ete new ss ef teeth, fer all whe were in needef the same.This agree 


ment was faithfully carried eut. and ever since that day, all whe have ® 


needed it, have been fully attended te. 


On the 25th ef April a theft was cemmitted at the Secend Order. 


Three herses,a saddle, bridle and buggy, with eneset ef buggy harness;al 


se ene set ef deuble harness. y 


On the 29th, having empleyed Dr. Switzer ef Dayten te manufacture 6% 
and repair teeth &c.fer a few weeks previeusly, we te day, paid #i 
500. He alse taught ene ef eur Brethren the art, te seme extent and 
pil new be in a measure independent.Elder Willian Reynelds was the 

oe apprenticed te the said Dr. and seen acquired the art, and fer * 


ee years suppléed us all with successful specimines ef his skill and + 
industry in the dental line. 


On the 16th ef May, our geed ini stry jeurnied te the mets. and re 
turned en the 7th ef 
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UNION VILLAGE. 1864 ,centinued. 


Abeut this time we are pained te learn of the sufferings ef the geo 
Brethren and sisters ##at Pleasant Hill by a lawless band ef Kuklux, #7 
Guerillas er seme such erder ef reudies in Federal Uniferm. The Brethren 
were shot at 5 times, yet nene were hit. It seems that their ebject was, 
te steal herses, and because the Brethren hid the same,these 50 lawless 


. fiends breathed eut bleed and vengeance against the Shakers. But by the 


Hand ef a Divine Previdence, nene were injured. 


on the 14th ef December, the Church at Unien Village sent te Seuth 
Unien as a denatien te that afflicted Seciety, 24 dez.Breems which at 
that time were selling at 6 dellars pr dez. ($144. ) 


On the las} day ef this year, the mumber ef members in the First er 
der was 114.And se ended the memerable year ef 1864. I% has been a remar 
able year in many respects and te eur serrew, the war was still urging e 


en its fierce struggle and its terribly demeralizing effects, were enly 


tee apparent beth ameng Believers and all ever these U.S.A. 
UNION VILLAGE. 1865. 


During the last year, and many years previeus, it had been eur prac. 
tice te receive many children ef beth sexes inte eur Cemmmnity, semebe— 
lenging te Parents, (especially Methers)whe came in, and alse a great mm- 
per ef Orphans. we received in this manner, hundreds ef children ,and af 
ter teaching them hew te werk, and giving them a cemuen scheel educatieu 
have had te witness their departure te the werld ef carnal pleasure and 
sinful ruin. It seemed very hard te find any ene sufficiently interested 
ameng the many sdults ceming frem time te time, te really take the respe 
sibility ef caring fer the pretectien ef these children and bringing the 


up in the true principles ef the Gespel; and especially was this the case 


#é## in later years, and still mere se each succeeding year.Yet as we tg 
had had ceunsel in the early days ef the eutpeuring ef the Hely Spirit, 
te take in piberally ef these yeung children, se we centinued te receive 
them and te, the best we ceuld fer them. But having ne suitable persens 
able er willing te care fer them, Believers became very weary ef taking 
in se many children & seeing them all seen leave fer the gresser plane a 
and pleasures ef a wicked and cerrupt werld;gradually fell eff frem thés 
‘pelicy and especially in regard te beys, whe were always mere expesed te 
dangereus influences, by mingling with hired men then Girls.Even during 
the year 1864, we received seme 10 te 15 childrén, seme with their parg¢ 
rents, and seme witheut.But we felt that it was a deselate year fer beth 
children and adults, fer net enly was ithe spirit ef war breeding ever +t 
the Natien, but we still were witheut any preper caretakers fer children. 


On the 28th ef Jamuary ef this year, a herd ef cattle arrived at th 


West Brick,having lately been beught by Elder Jehn Martin ef that family. 
frem the Pleasant Hill Seciety. Brether Abraham N.Kulp ef the ¢¢pig¥ | 
latter place, came with Elder Jehn te assist in driving. Geed full bleed og 
ec Durham cattle, wereslling at that ting, st 


» @eal ef steck, furniture teels &c. in it which was destreyed;aneunting +t 


amd teels and steck, and ence mere we were able te lift up eur vebces in 


-centemplatien te re-erganize the Trusteeship ef the Church preper. #44 


vd the of the late President ef 


tructien ef their sheps tegether with many ef their teels. But the mest 


the cup ef calamities, seemed fast filling up. 


161. 


UNION 
CONTINUED. 


On the Gth ef February, a Cemncil ef the principal burden-bearers w 
was held at the Office and the fellewing items ef business were agreedu -~ 
tpen.viz. lat. —-Te prepare tihbers fer a new Cern crib te be built near 
the Gristmill, 2a4.-— Te build a weedshed fer the Bey's heuse (Center) 15 @ 
py 80 feet. Sd. --Te prepare fleering fer a new fleer at the medicine s 
shep. 4th.--Te finish the mrse heuse er infirmary the Ses. Order. 
5th.--Te rent eut eur sugar camps te eutsiders, and Brethren Daniel Mili— 
er and Augustus Tubberghien te superintend this business. 


On the 4th ef March, eur Seciety met with a mest painful and £fppsy i 
distre@ing calamity in the burning ef eur eld Nerth Heuse with a cosibte ire 


te abeut $10,000. 0 hew uncertain are all sublunary pessessiensiIt had b 
peen used fer 15 years, fer a shep fer the Brethren, and centained a tin 
shep, Breem shep, Carpenter's shep,Sheemaker's shep, & Sarsaparrilia man~— 
ufactering labratery. This was felt te be a day ef calamities. And many 
ef the Brethren were seen next merning sadly viewing the ruins & the des— 


paimful feature ef all was --it was believed te have happened thre' care. 
lessness in securing the fire in ene ef the reems.But still we were very — 
cautieus net te cast any reflectiens upen the individual whe had been ti | 
thus careless. Per it was an awful respensibility te bear,and needed ne 
additien te its pangs. Se we genereusly cevered it with a cleak ef Chris. 
tian charity. This less seemed almest insurmeuntable, se many thrern eut 
ef sheps and even steck,te werk with, and teels &c. We hewever surmeunted 
the whele in time, althe’ athat peried ewing abeut 12000 dellars. We seen 
paid it all eff, and the Brethren were accemmedated with ether sheps, and § 


Thanksgiving and prayer, te the benevelent Giver ef all geed. : 4 


On the 6th Brether Benjamin Shannen was appeinted te the charge of | 
the Westlet Farm under the directien ef Brether Peter Beyd (Trustee. ) | 


On the 14th ef April we were thrilled with herrer at the tidings ef 


the assassinatien ef President Abraham Linceln . What be was next te be 
added te the chapter ef herrers ef this year we ceuld net predict, but 


on the 30th ef April (Sabbath) it was announced that it was in $f 


And as Brethren Abner Beedle and Jesse Ligéer had beth deceased, (depart 
ing this life while in the effice ef Trusteeship) it was prepesed te gus | 
appeint Brethren Jehn Martin, and David Parkimrst, in the Trusteeship wt | 


with Brether Peter Beyd.This was seen afterward carried eut.,after recei- 
ving the sanctien ef the Church. | 


On the Ist ef June we werecalled en by the then President (Jehnsen) é - 
te keep the day in humiliatien and prayer, in view ef the 
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162. UNION VILLAGE.1865 centinued. 


On the 20th ef Nevember ef this year, a deputatien ef twe Brethren, | 
was sent te Washingten City, te see if any releasement frem military duty | 


was pessible te precure. They returned en the 28th, and reperted that th | 


they had had a satisfactiry interview with the Gevermment Officials. 

And in precess ef time,the Brethren were all relieved frem the draft, ev= 
en befere clesed. Theywere allewed te be censcripted, then the President 
and Secretary ef war decided te, and DID send erders te the several Offi. 
cers under whenm the Brethren were drafted, te issue te them an indefigf. 
nite furlew. After this, they were ne mere disturbed. _ 


One subject sheuld be neticed I think right here, and that is the 
grueseme ene ef Debt. Believers had frem the beginning,been pesitively f 
ferbidden te run in debt. But alas!--We had in many instances failed te 
ebey thés truly Judicieus admenitien, and up te this time many debts had 
peen incurred,ef which seme had had been paid --seme net. But notwith - 
standing the many warnings and interdicts given us frem time te te time, 
by eur geed Meunt Lebanen Ministry;,stili we went en in this rmineus peli 
ey .Ne deubt many theught this te be eften unaveidable. But the truky up. 
right in heart, and these whe believed in ebedience and leyalty te the ¢ 
geed Mether Church, ceuld net but deplere this sad departure frem erder 
and instructien.And 0 hew we have suffered beth temperally, financially, 
and spiritually by this truly mournful derilfctien. But mere may need te 
be said hereafter en this theme and here I will desist fer the present. 


We wish te be faithful in eur recerd & histery ef the Church and Se- 
ciety at Unien Village, nad as nearly as pessible, give the Spirit as #¢ 
well as the letter ef the times as we ge aleng.Se I will say, that at ## 
this peried ef eur histery many pieus and sincere seuks aueng us were $F 
truly meurning ever the deril&ctiens and departures frem eur ancient’ 
rules laws and regulatiens in Zien, and alsé a tee evident decimation ef 
mumbers and strength in cemparisen te fermer years. But few ceme in amen 
us,and ef that few, scarcely ene remaingd And ef the many children we re— 
ceive, scarcely ene reaches the age ef 25 years befere they have chesen 
the ways ef the werld and gene te jein the miltitudes that perish. But 
& precieus remnant remain leyal te the cause and we pray fer the dayés} 
spring frem en High te descend woen Zien and renew her life and pewser 
and preserve her as a refuge fer sin-sick seuls, new and ferever.And a- 
peut this time, we received a letter frem eur gee& Elder and first Minis 
ter ef the Mether Church, a few extracts frem which we will here insert 
as bearing en the case . "The labers and duties, attending eur sejoeurn a 
at the several Secieties, were indeed ardueus, and well calculated te ta 
tax beth mind and bedy pretty severely. But feeling willing te give eur 
livés te Ged in deing his righteeus will, (having ne faith in seeking ea 
ease in zien er letting small difficulties ef bedy hinder us frem attend. 
ing te Gespel duty in meeting and elsewhere,) we put eur trust in him | 
and in the prayers and blessings ef Ged's peeple, with whem and fer whem 
we live and werk fer zien's sake;and shall net cease te work ner keep si- 


lent er idle, when there is such urgent necessity fer mere labers in the 


Gespel field.” _ 


| 

a 
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1865 & 1866, 
| | UNION VILLAGE.1865 CONTINUED. — 

; On the 7th day ef December, in cempliance with the President's prec— 
3 lamation, we kept a day ef Thanksgiving, fer the return ef Peace ence me 
| mere te this favered land. we held a meeting fer Divine Service at 3 #gF 
cleck A.M. and spent the rest ef the day in cleaning up areund the premi— 
ses and in the sheps and cellars &c. Truly we were thankful and grateful 
fer the return ef peace and the cessatien ef murder and slaughter of eur 
: fellew denizens ef this peor Earth, which is nene tee full ef happiness 
oa Te and cententment at its very best estate,. 


On the 224 ef December, Brether Ithama rseld 340 acres ef Clint— 
en Farm .Se we are beginning te get clear ef that farm. 


: On the last day ef this year, the mumuber ef member's in the twe Or- 
ders ef the Church preper, was 167. 


UNION VILLAGE. 1866. 


On the Sth ef this year, a CeunCil ef the leaders & directers of | 

the Chureh, was held, in which it was reselved te pay eff all eur debts 
and run in debt ne mere. @ur experience in this matter has been ene ef s 
sere tribulatien, and that alene. But still,althe' this has been the case 
yet it did net seem te impress the general mind ef the leaders, with that 
weighty cencern, that was likely te really end the anneying curse ef devt | 
er the pressure ef the main bedy ef the Chh. fer many things they want- 
ed (er thetght they wanted )was such, that it frequently seemed te bear 
dewn all eppesitien, raksed by the Leaders, and se running in debt seeme 
semetimes te be inevitable. Yet there was eur sacred Cevenant and Beek of 
ae ORDERS that perempterally ferbade it.. But there was apparently ne end +t 

te the tribulatien distress and declining cenfidence and zeal, engender— 
ed by this terrible pelicy. But we may have mere te say en this subject | 
in future. Befere we get sare" we shall try te ventilate it mere fully. 


During this year we hired a manber ef hands frem time te time, +e | 

etme, seemingly from necessity, but it was the feeling ef many ef the #¢ 
mere serieus and censcientieus ef the Seciety, that we ceuld have getten | 
aleng as well and been much better pretected frem werldly influences, by 
endeavering te de eur ewn werk, and what ceuld net be thus dene, te let | 
ge undene. We were leaning strengly teward renting eur eut- farms, te ## 
eutsiders, as eur pessesséens were quite tee vast te be preperly manip- 
ulated by eur reduced tambers and strength,se we felt ebliged te pursue 
seme such 


. | On the 12th ef April, Brether Ithamar Jehnusen, whe fer several ye 
| haé had the principal charge ef eur Clinten farm and premises, effere 
+4 


his resignatien, which was censidered and a held te 


day by the principal Officers ef the Church preper is farm being 
at a great distance frem eur heme, net ylelding us" a ereat precite be 


as te make 1% very — te held en te, was quite likely te be sela al 


| 
7 


which they were eppesed. This centreversy centimed fer a mumber ef ment 


ef the Cevenant members, te discuss the subjects first, ef Pire insuranc, 


ity ef the Gespelg and the spiritual pretectien ef the Church. 


UNION VILLAGE. 1866c CONTINUED. 
any cenvenient seasén when a remumerative price ceuld be secured. 
On the 23d ef May in the afternéen eur East weeds were discevered te be 
en fire. But by an energetic mevement by the whele Chh. we seen get the e F 
fire subdued and but little harm was dene. It was eften in these days, p> Gm 
prepesed te establish a fund ameng Believers, in which all the Secieties a x 
sheuld share, and all centribute accerding te the muber in each;fer 


was never accemplished,althe' there seemed te be net enly great 
but alse pesitive necessity fer the same. 


During this year a centreversy arese between eur Seciety and the gf 
eutside werld en the subject ef reads. We wanted a Free turnpike ,te #i¥ 


menths, but finally culminated in eur faver and eur read remained #fpgy/ 
free. Anam after seme time ether reads alse became free, and in precess @ 
ef time. there was net a tell-read in eur Ceunty. 


On the afterneon ef August 5th, (Sabbath,) we had a called meeting 


2a,that ef dress. After mech ,and earnest discussien, ne pesitive issue 
was reached néitjer en insurance er dress, but en the whele it seemed #F 
that the Church was mere faverable than etherwise te the adeptien ef each 
prepesitien, and in that cenditien the subjects were indefinitely pestpe— 
ned. Gradually the Insurance prepesitien disappeared frem the herizen ef 
eur temperal and financial interests and was ne mere breught up. The 7 
questien ef Dress Uniferm ,which had been always ene ef selid cencern, ® 
up te this time,new began te asswme less impertance than fermerly, ewing 
te several reasens;-lst. We had ceased making a great part ef eur clethé 
ing, ené so eonld not be as uniferm in the same as fermerly 2dly.We hed 
gradually ceme te leek upen rne subject ef unifermity, as less weighty 
and impertant than in fermer times, and especially in regard te #ipe- 
externals. But after all this was a very serieus departure frem eur #66 
ancient usages, in the minds of the mere serieus and zealeus ef the Cemm— 
unity, and every thing was dene that ceuld be,te hinder these liberties 
in dress, frem running inte licentieusness. Still,it must be cenfessed, 3 
that this very matter ef dress, finally preved an epening wedge fer the 1 
inteductien ef a werldly spirit and a tendency te the vain fashiens ef + 
the werld, and netessarily drew away mere er less, frem the true simplic— 


oo. the 22d ef September,we had made 125 gallens ef geed Catawby wing 
which was used fer medical purpeses and was far mepereliable than any ## 
thing in that line we ceuld get frem mtside besides being cheaper. 


On the 25th ef Nev. we heard a letter read frem eur geed Ministry -e-~ 
in the East, wherein the subject ef Insurance was ence mere preught te -e 
eur netice. It speke ef the Eastern Believers serieusly censidering the 
subject ef a Fire Insurance pelicy. But feb’ the present recemmended Wes— 
tern Believers te wait and see hew they (the E.Believers) succeeded, & 


and if they wished te fellew their example, (incase ef thegr suecess)tedo $0.) 
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UNION VILLAGE.1866 GONTINUED. 
During this year, eur meetings fer wership, were attended with a £# 
geed degree ef inspiratien, and many searching testimenies berne by the 
Ministry and Elders, calculated te keep alive the zeal and inspiratiens 
necessary te insure a fruitful travel, grace and Gespel unien as well 
as purity and ebedience ameng ali whe the privileges ef the -¢ 
Gespel abeve all ather censideratiems.Still, we cannet say in truth 


Ww 


> 


that zeal and selid cencern fer thr salvatien ef the seul and its pretec.. 


tien frem sin and diserder, were net waning with many and especially the 
younger pertien. The very times,cenditiens and circumstances ef the #ppp 
eutside werld, seemed te almest press this decline wpen us. Many ineenté.. 


ives, and facilities were new effering te yeung minds which,as external : 
-e@eenditiens, did net exist in fermer years. While it is net necessary te { 
emmerate these, yet they will en a little reflectien eccur te almest an? | 
ene who is acquainted with But a meyety ef the changes which had ceme ) 
ever the face ef the Ceuntry in 15 er 20 years back. Still, we went ena 
as nearly in the even tener ef eur way,as the circumstances seemed te 
pender pessible. And thus we came te the end ef the year 1866, 
UNOION VILLAGE. 1867. 

Ameng the different Secieties ef Believers, beth in the East and Je 
West, there has always existed mere er less,an under current ef theelegi- _ 
cal speculatien, upen themes net directly trenchimg upen eur fundamental 


Principles; (They have never been serieusly attacked er disputed by eur e 
ewn peeple,) ana this was never eppesed er interfered with, by eur geed 
Ministry er Elders, but all were allewed freedem and cheice in these mat. 
térs. Among ether subjects belenging te this categery, was that ef the 


miraculeus Cenceptien ef Christ. And abeut this time it was agitated frém 


time te time, with censiderable interest & excitement, but witheut makin 
any serieus schism er less ef unien ameng the interlecuters engaged there 
in. Another subject was that ef a flesh-eating en ene side, and a Vegeta 
ble diet en the ether, The Nerth Heuse Family,ef which Elder Fredric W.# 
Evans was Elder, finally adepted a plan ef twe tables, ef diet, viz. He 
Flesh &fish-—~and alse a table ef Vegetables and Fruits alene. This was s 
succeeded in after times by Vegetables and Fruits alene. Ne detriment ac— 
erued frem. these discussiens and praetices, begause they were net suppes— 
ea te interfere in the least with the feundatien principles ef the Ges 
pel ef eur Savier and Dear Mether. And se they were always telerated. 
We think if the Spirit is truly dedicated, censecrated, and deveted te 
Ged these nenessentials will net serieusly inter fere wit}, eur travel #¥ 
Heavenward, and that it will make but small difference which side ef th¢ 
these and many ether subjects eur judgement may happen te advecate. 

A monber ef beeks have been published frem time te time ,setting ferth 
eur Principles, and drawing largely en the Scriptures,beth eld and New T 
©-PESTALENT, fer-preefs-ef the truth and genuineness ef eur Tenets. 
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Wey trustworthy Brether at the financial head at 


UNION VILLAGE, 1873. 


We ceme new te a year ef serieus treuble and disaster, en acceunt 
ef a meurnful departure frem eur fermer rules and regulatiens regard- 
ing the matter ef debt. A Trustee had been appeinted, whe had figured 
largely befere fer seme years, in the sale ef Durham cattle the he had 
net eccupied the Office ef Pirst Trusteeship er in fact, any Trustee- 
ship. Still, as he was fer many years First Minister in the Seciety, he 
ranked all the BRustees in autherity, and net enly medified the actien 
mere er less, wewebtben ofthe Trustees in Office, during his Minéstry, 
but eften meddled with, and mere er less embarrassed and frustrated them 
in the wise and judicieus discharge ef their preper duties and respen- 
sibilities. But after hav inferelieved frem his Ministerial effice fer ## 
seme years, it was the't best by the Eastern Ministry, te install him in 
the First Trusteeship in the Seciety at Unien Village. Althe' They gf 


(the Eastern Ministry, )as well as the entire Seciety ef U.V. sanctiened 


this appeintment, yet it was a mest grieveus mistake. He had been appeine 
ted en the 30th ef August -1868. And during the 5 years he had been trad— 


ing, he seld a great many head ef eattle en credit,-—and when his career 


weund up this year, by his veluntary resignatien, which was gladly ac 
cepted by the Church; his affairs were feund te be in great cenfusien, 
and when semewhat unravelled and preperly adjusted, shewed a debt ef 
abeut 12,000 dellars. The Secend Order was alse feund te be quite invelv 
ed in debt ,se that the entire invelvment ef beth families, was net very 
far frem 20,000 dellars all teld.This unfertunate cenditien ef eur fin-— 
ances, had been meurnfully suspected and anticipated, by many ef the eld. 
er Brethren and sisters ef the cemmnity, and many appeals fer seme 
change had been made. At last the way seemed te epen fer the desined | 
change, by the veluntary resignatien ef the First Trustee, en the 3d day 
May ef this year. He was succeeded by Brether Peter’ Beyd, ene ef the 
mest upright, henest and judicieus Brethren that Unien Village evercen- 
tained. But new we at least came te knew eur fabnahcial whereabeuts ,and 
even that was seme 1ittlé relief. And having a mest reliable and every w 
affairs, we began te — 
feel semewhat enceuraged te think that all was that we might - 
have te sell a large part ef eur pessessiens iz ceme eut clears i } 


Peter’ s: teek place en the 10th ef May, ané tne’ aly a re-ap- 
peintment as well as that ef Brether David Parkiurst his asseciate, = 
(veth ef whem were already Trustees, ) yet the New Trnsteeship thus ferm 
ed,gave great satisfactien te te whe had been 
praying fer the change. | 

On ine 25th ef we en eur melldam: which: 

had been injured by a rennet. This we finished eh the 30th ef the fel- 


on the 19th ef September the Church and Seelety were allewed the 
privilege ef attending the Great Expesitien then helding in Cincinnati, 


| And party after party availed themselves ef the same, and especially the 
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them by leng years ef teil and out- 
together as Believera.The reasons 
in this mevement, are centaine’ 
ow Eastern Ministry,and read te the 


iH 


UNZON VILLACE.1880 CONTINUED. 
veasens were definitely given at 
was helé,but as i 
isselu was te be 
te feel less kee 
| 


UNION VELLAGE.1889 CONTINUED. 
On the 16th ef Septenber the Ministry went te Watervieet te mike 
praliminery arvengements fer the renewal ef the Herth Union Society te 
yortion came ente the Merth Unien Brethren and 
el what heart rending thing it is, te break up a Secictyi 
Bene tut these have ry re, 
© bresking up ef sing family of a Secicty, 4 
dittesent fenilios close te then, poe 
erase the heme memeries of the fesmer residence. Ther, 
the Gngwich ef these whe ge several hunaves miles fren a 1 
hone, which they may never see any mere, devemieh says, * 
the dené neither bemean him, but weep sere fer him that se 
ue chell never return ner see his native Country mere.* 
he get © glimpse ef his ancient native lené,he never can 
er back his ancient felicity. 
of Ooteder, the Ministry te Merth Unien, ,in the 
| ef that Sectoty te trey 
renevel was forwarded and all were prepering te leave & 
Seuth Western come ef them te Unien 
main part, te Waterviect. 
Ministry «li seturi’ from Herth Unign ana Waterviest; —~a 
place on the 16th ef Goteber. & part ef the Seciety vas 
tut the prinsipal part at Yatervieet. 
weleeme te their now hemes and rendered as 
would admit. But ef course, nething but time eould 
ef Nevember, Elder Jeseph went te te meet Bre. 
of Mt. Lebemen and parties fren New York, with when te 
the Premises, He rethrneg en the the 
same, looking speedy sale preperty if pessidi:. 
. Elder Matthew B. Carter went up te te assist 
m the sale of N.U.preperty. On the 20th Elder 
ieave Herth Unien for heme, On the 29th ef December, Elder 
i te Cleveland and Werth Unien, Se ended the menereble 
was @ year ef trouble and serrew te many, at Unien 
tervie well as te the emigrants Kerth Unien, 
ter part ef the year, (Oct.Zeth.) 0.0. late ef 
"Adaline Wells wes Ponti) 
S Adaline Wells was appeinted first Elévess ef the Sane 
aithe’ the families were net equipped with the usual 
ears ef the Seuth Meuse , and proved be an efficient 
n jer-But we were unable te find suitable persens te £11) 
oli the places ef burden and care,and had te allew things to move en 
and werk out their results ——still trying te held on fer better timec. 
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of year we he 
jwere rife in the commmity, as to the cont 
and perpuity thereof; if no better success attended 
ering in persons from the world, to fill the places fast declini= 
ning members. For years this falling off of the meub by death ,de— | 
sertion, and failure to gather in others to fill their places; has "he i 
brought down our numbers until perhaps not mmre than 65 to 60 of us re= ” 
main in this Society. And we learn that this fearful decimation is,and 
has been the fate of most of the Societies of Believers both East and a 4 
West. On the 26th of April of this year, the mumber of Chh. members in g 
the Center family,over 15 years of age was but 32;and of these a major 
ity were aged and more or less infimm. As our mubers and strength di-— . 
minished, from year to year, we were obliged to increase the renting of — 
our large Farm (of 4500 acres,)till at present nearly the whole of it 
\wie(worked py Tenants, We still however, cultivatedour gardens and 
ards.Still,it pecome quite to find employment for the 
more aged who cannot work out of doors; —having lost,or been obliged to 
cease most,if not all of our in-door employments, by the severe come— 4 
tition of outsiders, who have gradually combined into Monopilies, Trust¢ 
Syndicates &c, mid by underselling,have ruined all of our former in-door 
occupations till none are left. Considering all these draw-backs, many ~~ 
speculations were in agitation for the bettering of our condigftion. 
Some were in favor of concentrating more, amd consolidating several 
families into one# and if such larger families succeeded,then to let 
them swarm like(bees too mich crouded in a hive)and gradually develop 
Societies and families in former (forsaken) premises or elsewhere if | 
more eligibie. Others held that S@M@% as reduced as we were, it would be 
petter to Colonize,and send a few persons here and there as Climate and 
low prices for land, and low tdéxes might exist &C.&0. ami try the exper 
iment of gathering in Believers on @ new soil, and in a country — 
unacquainted with our faith and way of life, Accordingly, toward the | 
latter part of this year, the Ministry made an excursion into the South 
eastern part of Georgialgview some land (7000 acres) which 
had been previously purchased by the Society, and to locate a sigat¢éfor 
.. the establishment of a small Colony of Believers fwom Union Villiage to 
~pettle upon. They returned on the 9th of December having decided upon 
said site, It was on a plantation about 13 miles from Brunswick, in 
Southeastern Georgia, This was about all that was done in regard to the 
new subject of Colonization by the Union Village Society. Another ex-— 
periment of the same kind however, ha& been inaugurated in Florida, py 
the Eastern Believers and had been running for some two or more years, | 
It is situated in Oceola County near Narcoosie. The Society during this 
year did not develop any other new, or striking features,put kept on in 
_ their usual quiet round of duties, temporal and Spiritual, smite. 
. On the I7th of Jamary, however we lost our good and faithful Eldress 
Rnily Robinson,the youngest member of the Ministry. This was to us a 
very severe trial and misfortune as the deceased was possessed of many — 
and valuable charisteristics and excellent virtues and was essentially 
a doer of good in all departments of a Heliever's duty. And about the 
Zlst of February following Eldress Mary G.Gass,heretofore of White Wat 
er Sosiety, was appointed as successor to Bldress Emily Robinson, On 
15th of Fepruary of this year, Elder William C.Aver,of the Center, and “7 
assistant of the Trustees, sold 7000 bushels of corn, at 181/2 cents 
for yellow, and 19 cents for white per bushel. A constant process of : 
repairing, both in-doors and out, continued to prevail in the Center Fan— 
ily during most of this year and a great deal of painting was done on 
the primises,more particularly in thé principal dwelling at tha Center 
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Afew souls were gathered into/the CHH. Family, but mostly of an 
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